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POSITION SUMMARY 

Mercyhurst University invites applications for a full-time position as Visiting Assistant Professor of Biological 
Anthropology. The successful candidate will be able to apply for a tenure-track position in 2027-28. The one-year 
position begins in August 2026 and will be housed within the Department of Anthropology and World Languages. 
In accordance with Mercyhurst’s traditional emphasis on excellent teaching, the applicant will be expected to 
instruct introductory and upper-level undergraduate courses in biological anthropology, paleoanthropology, human 
osteology, human skeletal biology, zooarchaeology, and related subjects. The ideal candidate will be willing to 
work productively and collegially with faculty, staff, and students in the Applied Forensic Science and Biology 
programs. 

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

In addition to teaching, the successful candidate will participate in undergraduate recruitment activities and provide 
service to the department, school and university. Research experience and a commitment to undergraduate student 
research supervision are expected. Standard contracts at the university run 9 months (August 15-May 15) with a 
24-credit-hour teaching load.

EDUCATION AND EXPERIENCE 

The ideal candidate will have a Ph.D. in Anthropology, and teaching experience, as well as 
• Expertise in areas that complement or expand the existing strengths of the program.
• A history of mentoring undergraduate students in research and professional development.
• Experience with laboratory instruction, course development, and using innovative, student-centered

pedagogies.
• A demonstrated commitment to fostering an inclusive learning environment for students from diverse

backgrounds.

Note: Skill in GIS is a plus. Qualified ABD candidates will be considered. 

APPLICATION PROCESS 

Applicants are asked to submit the following in a single pdf document: cover letter, curriculum vitae, statement of 
teaching and research philosophy, and contact information for three professional references. Letters of 
recommendation will be directly solicited for candidates who remain under consideration following the initial 
round of review. Initial review of complete applications will begin immediately and will continue until the position 
is filled. Inquiries can be directed to: 
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Human Resources Mercyhurst University 
501 East 38th Street   

Erie, PA 16546 
hrinfo@mercyhurst.edu 

Mercyhurst University is a fully accredited, comprehensive institution, founded in 1926 by the Sisters of Mercy. 
Located in northwestern Pennsylvania along Lake Erie, the university is home to more than 3,000 undergraduate 
and graduate students and offers more than 50 majors and 70 concentrations. Mercyhurst University values 
diversity and is committed to the goal of achieving equal opportunity for all.  For that reason, Mercyhurst abides by 
federal, state, and local law in admissions, employment, and all services and programs provided. Mercyhurst does 
not unlawfully discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, creed, sex, citizenship status, ancestry, national or 
ethnic origin, age, familial status, sexual orientation, gender identity or expression, physical or mental disability, 
military or veteran status, or any other legally protected characteristic or because of any individual’s legally 
protected activities. Mercyhurst complies with federal, state, and local legislation and regulations regarding 
nondiscrimination. This policy applies to faculty, administration and staff, applicants for employment, students and 
applicants for educational programs and activities. 

Candidates must be currently eligible to work in the United States. 
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