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ABSTRACT OF THE THESIS
Sex Trafficking and the Super Bowl: A Connection Between Major Sporting Events and
Human Trafficking
A Critical Examination
By
Jennifer E. Fredericks
Master of Science in Applied Intelligence
Mercyhurst University, 2016
Professor Stephen Zidek, Chair

The goal of this study is to understand the connection between major sporting events and
human trafficking. It takes a mixed method approach to examine what was predicted, what
actually happened and preventative measures taken during several major sporting events
around the world to prevent sex trafficking. The second portion of the study performed a
content analysis of escort ads placed on Backpage during the 2016 Super Bowl. This was done
by compiling a list of sex trafficking indicators for online classifieds and other escort websites.
The data captured during the study shows a strong connection between sex trafficking and
major sporting events.
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INTRODUCTION
The U.S. Department of Homeland Security (2015) considers human trafficking as a
form of modern day slavery. It involves the use of force, fraud or coercion to exploit adults
and children into some type of labor or commercial sex (DHS, 2015). Human trafficking is a
$150 billion industry worldwide (Together, 2015). According to the U.S. State Department’s
Trafficking in Persons Report (2015), human trafficking has many different names, including
slavery, debt bondage, forced labor, sex trafficking, and involuntary servitude. Human
trafficking occurs worldwide. According to the U.S. Department of Homeland Security
(2015) one common misconception about human trafficking is that it does not occur in the
United States. This is untrue, human trafficking exists in every country, including the United
States. Human trafficking exists nationwide in cities, suburbs and rural towns (DHS, 2015).
Traffickers target children and adults from cities, suburbs, and rural areas. Human
traffickers often advertise jobs for activites related to food services, mineral sorting, and
retail. Some of these advertisements may led to sex trafficking (Office of the Under Secretary
for Civilian Security, 2015). Traffickers make false promises of high paying jobs and
romantic relationships in order to bait victims into their services. Traffickers use many
different venues to traffic their victims including fake massage businesses, online escort
services, residential brothels, hotels, travel agencies, truck stops, etc. (Polaris, 2015).
Technology has only contributed to the growth of human trafficking. The Internet and the use
of online classifieds have changed the environment of sex trafficking. Human trafficking
activites have increasingly shifted from physical environments to virtual ones. Trafficking
activites have been linked to chat rooms, social network sites, and online classifieds
including Backpage.com (Ibanez & Suthers, 2014).
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This study intends to determine whether a relationship between sex trafficking and
major sporting events such as the Super Bowl exists. Recently, there have been several news
articles devoted to the subject of increased human trafficking and the Super Bowl. Many
news articles such as “Super Bowl Is Single Largest Human Trafficking Incident in U.S.:
Attorney General,” by the Huffington Post or the Los Angeles Times article, “National Sex
Trafficking Sting Nets Nearly 600 Arrests before Super Bowl,” strongly point to the Super
Bowl being one of the largest human trafficking events in the United States. However, some
advocacy groups like the Polaris Project are not convinced. Polaris Project (2015) points to a
lack of evidence linking the Super Bowl to a significant rise in sex trafficking. Moreover,
Polaris (2015) states that human trafficking affects every corner of the country 365 days of
the year.
Despite the constant flow of newly published articles that strongly claim a link
between human trafficking and the Super Bowl, very little evidence-supported research is
currently out on the subject (Roe-Spowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle, 2014). Most of the research
currently on the subject utilizes case studies to gather a deeper understanding of previous
major sporting events. This study reviewed data from previous events while also capturing
live data as it happened during the 2016 Super Bowl. During the study, the researcher of this
study, went through all ads placed on Backpage, looking for sex trafficking indicators in each
ad. Once a potential sex trafficking ads was identified it was then further cross referenced
through Google before it was recorded.
The scholarly literature and other studies determining the link between human
trafficking and the Super Bowl split into two distinct camps. The purpose of this research is
to add to existing knowledge and provide further understanding of the possible correlation
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between the Super Bowl and human trafficking. The study will also help law enforcement
with monitoring and preventing human trafficking. The methodology used in this study
focuses on the use of content analysis advertisements of specialized services, including
massages, escort, sexual, etc., found on Backpage, Google Search, Google Image, social
media and other specialized ‘escort’ sites. The sample period this study will observe,
measure and assess the quantity and ‘detail’ or quality of advertisements of these services
two weeks prior to, during the week of and the two weeks directly after the 2016 Super
Bowl. The researcher expected to see a drastic increase in sex trafficking activity placed on
Backpage in the area, two weeks before and the week of the Super Bowl with a drastic
decrease immediately 2 weeks following the Super Bowl.
Background of the Problem
Traditionally human trafficking research focused on international operations and
policy on preventing human trafficking. Recently research has shifted toward focusing on
human trafficking in the United States and the increased use of the Internet by traffickers and
predators, pedophiles, etc. However, research on the connection between sex trafficking and
the Super Bowl is sparse. Many have tried to investigate that connection. The McCain
Institute, together with researchers from Arizona State University, investigated the impact of
the Super Bowl on sex trafficking. Yet, researchers from Arizona State University found no
evidence indicating the 2014 Super Bowl was a causal factor for sex trafficking in the
northern New Jersey area in the days preceding the game (Roe-Spowitz, Gallagher, &
Hickle, 2014).
Latonero (2011) conducted a similar study where, he witnessed a noticeable spike in
the number of posts around the Super Bowl on Backpage.com for the Dallas region.
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According to the Latonero study (2011), the smallest number of posts on Backpage appeared
on Sundays. However, on Super Bowl Sunday, the site saw a 136 percent increase in ads
posted (Latonero, 2011).
Several studies have been conducted to determine if sex trafficking can be detected
using online escort sites. Ibanez and Suthers (2014) applied network analysis to domestic
human trafficking activity online to identify trafficking circuits. The study attempts to
identify indicators of sex trafficking posted online classifieds and prostitution advertisements
in order to derive movement patterns. Ibanez and Suthers (2014) found that it is possible to
detect indicators of sex trafficking and map patterns of movement of potential traffickers or
victims.
Statement of the Problem
Whether or not sex trafficking increases in the area around where the Super Bowl
takes place each year causes a large debate. Researchers remain divided on the topic.
Literature on the subject remains divided. Unknown to researchers is to what degree there is
a connection between sex trafficking, the Super Bowl and other major sporting events.
Nonetheless, sex trafficking remains a significant problem in the United States. In 2014,
Polaris recounted 3,598 incidents of sex trafficking reported to their National Human
Trafficking Resource Center (NHTRC). According to Polaris (2014), sex trafficking made up
71 percent of trafficking incidents. Sex traffickers lure victims using false jobs and false love
(Polaris, 2015). In the Congo, women accepts jobs as waitresses and become trapped because
of recruitment fees of the job or medical expenses. The women are then forced into
prosititution in order to repay their debts (Office of the Under Secretary for Civilian Security,
2015).
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Typically in the U.S., sex traffickers use “false love” in order to snare victims into
trafficking. Traffickers first establish an intial peroid of false love and affection where they
offer victims expensive gifts, compliments and intimacy. Traffickers also promise these
victims a better life, fast money and future luxuries. Eventually, traffickers use control tactics
on victims. According to Polaris (2015) this generally includes some type of physical and
emotional abuse, sexual assault, confiscation of identification and money, forced isolation
from friends and family and even sometimes re-naming victims. Victims of traffickers range
from U.S. citizens of all ages including children and LGBTQ individuals as well as foreign
nationals.
Recuiters frequenlty target runaways, homeless youth, victims of domestic violence
and victims of sexual assault. The National Center for Missing & Exploited Children
(NCMEC) estimates that in 2014, one in every six runaways reported to them were likely sex
trafficking victims (Polaris, 2015). The U.S. Department of Health & Human Services
(2009), estimates the largest amount of victims are runaways. Several studies conducted
prove that a strong correlation exists between runaways and exploitiation through prostiution.
The average age that minors first become exploited through prositution is between 12 and 14
years old for girls. For boys and transgender youth the average is between 11 and 13 years
old (ASPE, 2009). Traffickers recuit at places where runaways go to such as bus depots or
malls. The New York Port Authority Youth Division recovers one to three runaways per
week from New York City’s bus depot (News, 2015).
In 2014, a Washington Times article recorded one girl’s story of how she was lured
into sex trafficking. The girl was 15 years old from Doylestown, PA, she connected to an
older man on Myspace, sharing with him all her secrets and troubles about an abusive home
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life. He told her he could take care of her. The man spent hundreds of dollars on meals and
other things for her. Eventually they moved in together and he began to ask for “favors.” The
trafficker managed to isolate the girl from her family and friends while also making her feel
obligated to him, all common techniques of traffickers (Callahan, 2014).
A common tool traffickers use for sex trafficking is online escort sites. This includes
online services like Myredbook.com, Eros.com, Cityvive.com, Adultsearch.com, Local
EscortPages.com, MyProviderguide.com and Backpage.com. Today, Backpage remains a
significant facilitator of sex trafficking, despite the website’s attempts to address human
trafficking (Polaris, 2015). This is because the site does not require membership, allowing
customers and users of the site to remain anonymous (Pickard, 2015).
Backpage does require users to agree to posting rules, that users, “will not post any
solicitation directly or in ‘coded’ fashion for any illegal service, including exchanging sexual
favors for money or other value considerations,” (Dolak, 2012). However, the site
deliberately choses to only filter posts for certain terms while still allowing words like
“young” and “girl” to be posted (Nance, 2014). Polaris (2015) recently reported, that major
credit card companies withdrew from Backpage due to the site’s connection with sex
trafficking. Visa, MasterCard, and American Express have removed their services as
payment options from sites like Backpage. This has forced the site to switch to free ads,
which has made it harder for law enforcement. Before the free ads, law enforcement would
subpoena the website, find out which credit card company the customer used to pay for the
ads, and would then serve search warrants to the credit card companies to find out how many
times that card had been used for Backpage (Pickard, 2015).
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The International Labor Organization estimates the current number of human
trafficking victims is 20.9 million, globally. This includes 5.5 million children. 55 percent of
trafficked victims consist of women and girls. According to Polaris (2015), no official
estimate of the total number of human trafficking victims in the U.S. exists. The FBI (2009)
however, estimates that 100,000 children make up the sex trade in the United States. This is a
huge problem made worse by an increase in sex trafficking moving to a virtual environment.
Roe-Spowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle (2014) found that the Super Bowl or any other large event
that provides a significant concentration of people confined to one area becomes a desirable
location for traffickers to bring their victims for the purpose of commercial sexual
exploitation. A study must be done to understand the relationship between sex trafficking,
Backpage and the Super Bowl in order to prevent further victims. Throughout the year,
traffickers and victims move around the country looking for customers. Large sporting events
like the Super Bowl draw traffickers to a specific region and allow law enforcement to target
and stop human trafficking rings.
Purpose of the Study
The purpose of this study is to determine whether a connection between human
trafficking and major sporting events, like the Super Bowl, exists before, during and after
major sporting events. Subsequently, the study focused on researching if an increase in sex
trafficking ads placed on Backpage and other escort sites occurred during the 2016 Super
Bowl. Several variables of the study include sex trafficking, the Super Bowl, Santa Clara,
California and Levi’s Stadium. The research method used in the study was mixed methods.
The study used content analysis to collect data on Backpage and other escort site’s ads.
Understanding the connection between major sporting events and human trafficking will help
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aid in better prevention by law enforcement. Human trafficking is a modern day form of
slavery that affects all countries around the globe. With additional research on how
traffickers operate, law enforcement may be able to track, arrest and prevent future incidents
of human trafficking whether forced labor, sex trafficking or child trafficking.
Methodology
The study uses content analysis as well as a case study approach to draw a connection
between increased levels of sex trafficking and the Super Bowl. This methodology used
content analysis to examine large amounts of textual information gathered from ads placed
on Backpage and other escort sites. In previous studies, researchers used content analysis to
find indicators of human trafficking on online escort sites. This study used similar methods to
find a link between major sporting events and sex trafficking. The current research on the
topic is split. Therefore, this study will contribute to the qualitative research of the potential
connection between human trafficking and major sporting events while also providing new
empirical data.
In 2013, UNICEF (2013) estimated that 21 million people were trafficked around the
world. UNICEF (2013) estimated that traffickers illicitly earned or generated more than $32
billion. In considering crimes against children, UNICEF (2013) assessed that 5.5 million
children were trafficked around the world. Despite progress in a number of countries
convicting traffickers, only 140 countries have criminalized sex and labor trafficking
(UNICEF, 2013). Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle (2014) concluded in their study that
the Super Bowl or any large event that provides a significant concentration of people in a
relatively confined urban area becomes a desirable location for traffickers to bring their
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victims for the purpose of commercial sexual exploitation. This study is necessary to bring
more attention to human trafficking and help law enforcement prevent the practice.
Research Questions
Taking into consideration the primary purpose of this study, the main research
questions were as follows: Is there a link between human trafficking and major sporting
events and does human trafficking increase in the area where the Super Bowl is taking place?
Keeping this in mind, other research questions include; is there an increase of sex trafficking
prior to the Super Bowl? What is the nature and scope of human trafficking in the area during
non-sporting events?
Significance of the Study
The motivation of this study was to discover if there was a connection between
human trafficking and major sporting events in order to prevent and deter human trafficking.
The predicted results of the study were that there was a connection between major sporting
events and human trafficking. Another predicted result of this study was a significant
increase in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage during the Super Bowl. Using information
from this study, law enforcement could potentially be able to track human trafficking
networks, identify and help victims escape traffickers. Implications of this study may include
no additional knowledge of specific human trafficking networks and no new strategic
investigation methods for law enforcement.
Definition of Terms
Human trafficking has many different definitions associated with it. For this study,
the author used the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (2015) definition, which defines
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“human trafficking as a form of modern day slavery, which involves the use of force, fraud
or coercion to exploit adults and children into some type of labor or commercial sex.”
The first U.S. federal law addressing human trafficking was passed in 2000, known as
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act. Shortly after the Trafficking Victims Protection
Reauthorization Act of 2003, the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2005
and the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 came into law providing
law enforcement with the tools to combat trafficking in person both worldwide and
domestically (State, 2015). The TVPA defines sex trafficking as:
“Sex trafficking in which a commercial sex act is induced by force, fraud, or
coercion, or in which the person induced to perform such an act has not attained 18
years of age; or the recuitment, harboring, transportation, provision, or obtained of a
person for labor or services, through the use of force, fraud, or cercion for the purpose
of subjection to involuntrary servitude, peonage, debt bondage or slavery” (Office of
the Under Secretary for Civilian Security, 2015).
Backpage is an adverstising website, where vistors to the site can find job listings,
real estate, and escort listings. The site is the second largest classified ad listing after
Craigslist. Backpage contains a section for “adult entertainment” services, though the site
does prohibit illegal services like prositiution, listings for prostiution still appear on the site.
Feyerick and Steffen (2012) found that sexual content has increased as of 2010 on Backpage
when Craigslist removed its adult services section.
Major sporting events are defined as an event that draws the attention of millions of
fans. It also brings a temporarily increased population into a specific area (Peña, 2014).
These events include the Olympics, the World Cup and the Super Bowl.
Assumptions and Limitations
Several assumptions made during this study consisted of a connection between
human trafficking and major sporting events and an increase in sex trafficking in the region
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of the Super Bowl, based on findings that large events draw traffickers to that region along
with the demand for victims. According to Polaris (2015), human trafficking is a marketdriven criminal industry. It is based on the principles of supply and demand. Some
limitations of the study include the large amount of ads posted on the site. This makes the
analysis time-consuming leaving room for human error. Another limitation is that particular
escort ads placed on the site may be deleted or reposted several times.
Nature of the Study (Conceptual Framework)
Content analysis allows the study to evaluate the text within ads on Backpage and
other escort sites. The study will focus on ads placed on the sites looking for key indicators
of human trafficking and tracking patterns of victims to prove that an increase in human
trafficking incidents occurs in the area where the Super Bowl is held. The methodology used
in this study was a two- step process. The first step included an audit of the Santa Clara,
California Backpage escort ads. The next step consisted of extracting phone records and
images for further analysis using Google Search, Google Image, social media and other
escort sites during two weeks prior, two weeks after and the week of the Super Bowl.
Organization of the Remainder of the Study
This study is organized into five sections, beginning with the introduction. The
second section covers existing literature on human trafficking, sex trafficking and major
sporting events, followed by the third section containing the methodology used in the study.
The last two sections deal with the findings and conclusions of the study.
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LITERATURE REVIEW
Introduction to the Literature Review
This study aims to discover if there is a connection between sex trafficking and major
sporting events. It specifically looks at if there is an increase in sex trafficking ads placed on
Backpage during the Super Bowl. The purpose of this study is to show that there is a
connection between major sporting events and sex trafficking anywhere in the world. By
establishing and understanding the connection, better enforcement techniques can be
implemented to prevent sex trafficking from occurring in areas around major sporting events.
For this study, a mixed method will be used to examine the connection. It will first
look into the literature of four major sporting events; the 2004 Athens, Greece, Olympics, the
2006 Berlin, Germany, World Cup, the 2010 Johannesburg, South Africa, World Cup, and
the 2011 Dallas, Texas, Super Bowl. The second portion of the study will use content
analysis to gauge the level of sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage during the 2016 Santa
Clara, California, Super Bowl.
The current literature on whether or not there is a connection between major sporting
events and sex trafficking is split. A common theory is traffickers bring victims to areas
where large events occur because it provides a significant concentration of potential clients
(Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle, 2014). However, many argue that the cost of
transportation and housing outweighs the possible gain, so therefore traffickers stay away.
Also during international sporting events many countries tighten their borders, making
international trafficking dangerous and very risky (Matheson & Finkel, 2013).
There is a narrative that has emerged over the last couple of years that large numbers
of young women and girls are being forced into sex at the Super Bowl. According to Polaris
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(2015), there is a lack of evidence linking the Super Bowl to such a significant rise in sex
trafficking. Polaris (2015) has cited that human trafficking is a multi-billion dollar industry
and it can be found during the Super Bowl just as it can be found around motorcycle rallies
and in brothels.
Previous research on the subject includes both content analysis and case studies.
Several research articles have used content analysis to look through online escort websites
and news articles using human trafficking indicators. Researchers have also used case study
techniques to evaluate if there was a migration of sex traffickers and victims to areas where
major sporting events were held.
This chapter will discuss the current literature on sex trafficking in the United States,
Law Enforcement and Human Trafficking, the Internet’s role in sex trafficking, as well as
literature on the research methodologies used in this study. Lastly, the chapter will look into
literature that focuses on sex trafficking and major sporting events. The chapter specifically
looks at literature on previous World Cups, Olympics, and Super Bowls.
Theoretical Framework
Human Trafficking and the United States
According to the United States Department of State (2015), all forms of trafficking
occur in the United States as well as some territories. The Trafficking in Persons Report of
2015 reported that a child sex trafficker in Puerto Rico was convicted and sentenced to more
than 24 years in prison for trafficking. The report (2015), states that the United States is a
source, transit and destination country for traffickers to bring men, women, and children into
the country. Polaris (2015) states on their website that human trafficking occurs in every
corner of the country 365 days of the year including what might be considered unlikely
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places such as South Dakota, Florida, and Washington D.C. Both United States citizens and
foreign nationals can be subjected to human trafficking in any form including sex trafficking
or forced labor.
According to the United States Department of State (2015) trafficking occurs in both
legal and illicit industries and markets. It includes commercial sex, hospitality, sales,
construction crews, agriculture, manufacturing, janitorial services, construction, restaurants,
health care, salons, festivals, carnivals, and domestic service. Each year the United States
Department of State releases a Trafficking in Persons Report which classifies countries
around the world on a Tier system based on their compliance with the Trafficking Victims
Protection Act (TVPA).
The TVPA is a federal statute passed in 2000 by the U.S. Congress. It is considered a
cornerstone of Federal human trafficking legislation. The law outlines several methods of
prosecuting traffickers, preventing human trafficking and protecting victims and survivors of
trafficking. The TVPA also establishes human trafficking as a federal crime with severe
penalties. In 2003, the law was reauthorized along with a federal and civil right of action for
victims to sue their traffickers. The law was reauthorized again in 2005 and a pilot program
for sheltering minors who are survivors of human trafficking was added. It also established
grant programs to assist state and local law enforcement in combating trafficking along with
expanding international trafficking measures. The law was reauthorized in 2008 and 2013
with the inclusion of new prevention strategies and the strengthening of preventive measures
(Polaris, 2015).
Countries are assessed and given a Tier 1, Tier 2, Tier 2 Watch List or Tier 3 status.
According to the United States Department of State (2015) in order to be classified as Tier 1
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a government must fully comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards. Several examples of
Tier 1 countries include Canada, Australia, Germany and England. The Department of State
(2015) classifies any country whose government does not fully comply with the TVPA’s
minimum standards but is making significant efforts to become compliant with TVPA
standards as Tier 2. Several examples of Tier 2 countries include Japan, Greece, and South
Africa. Countries on the Tier 2 Watch List do not fully comply with the TVPAs minimum
standards and are not making significant efforts to comply with those standards. Several
examples of Tier 2 Watch List countries include China, Ghana, and Jamaica. According to
the United States Department of State (2015) Tier 3 countries do not fully comply with
TVPA minimum standards and are not making any efforts to become compliant. Several
examples of Tier 3 countries include Russia, Iran, Thailand and Algeria.
According to the Trafficking in Persons Report (2015) released by the United States
Department of State, the United States is a Tier 1 country. The 2015 report, states that the
U.S. government fully complies with the minimum standards for the elimination of
trafficking. In 2014, the Department of Justice was able to obtain convictions against 184
traffickers, 157 of these convictions involved sex trafficking and 27 convictions involved
labor. According to the Trafficking in Persons Report (2015) several convictions in 2014
involved instances of both sex and labor trafficking.
Polaris (2014) has applied a similar tier system used by the U.S. State Department to
rate all 50 states on their prevention measures and legal response to human trafficking in
their states. Each state is placed under a Tier classification 1 through 4; one being the best
and four being the worst. These ratings are based on whether or not the state has certain
human trafficking measures. The state must first have a statute that criminalizes sex
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trafficking and elements of force, fraud or coercion to engage in sex for money. States must
also have a statute that criminalizes any form of forced labor. The state also must implement
a statute that provides for the forfeiture of assets when used in the crime of human
trafficking. States must also make provisions for the use of wiretaps and other tools to
investigate human trafficking.
To obtain a high classification, state laws must allow a lower burden of proof in sex
trafficking of minors. There must also be provisions for hotline and safe harbor statutes for
victims. The state must also provide victim assistance as well as access to civil damages.
Lastly, states must forgive previous prostitution charges that were caused by sex trafficking.
Polaris (2014) also advocates for status that allow victims with previous convictions
of prostitution as a result of being trafficked to get their convictions vacated from their
criminal records. According to Polaris (2014) in order for a state to obtain a perfect score,
each one of these categories must be met. In 2014, three states achieved a perfect score,
Delaware, New Jersey and Washington. Many states have recently turned their focus to
human trafficking. In 2014, thirty-nine states passed new laws to fight against human
trafficking. Twelve states failed to make minimal efforts to pass laws that supported human
trafficking victims. Polaris currently rates thirty-nine states as a Tier 1, ten states as Tier 2
including D.C, and two states as Tier 3.
Polaris (2014) ranks California, where the 2016 Super Bowl was held, as a Tier 1
state. The state currently has laws pertaining to sex trafficking and labor trafficking, a statute
that provides for the forfeiture of assets used in the course of the crime to be acquired,
investigative tools available to law enforcement, training for law enforcement, no
requirement of force, fraud or coercion for minor victims of sex trafficking, a victim hotline,
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victim assistance and provisions for civil remedy. The state still is lacking a human
trafficking task force, safe harbor laws for minors, and vacating convictions for sex
trafficking victims (Polaris, 2014).
In 2012, the Department of Justice for California Attorney General released a report
called The State of Human Trafficking in California which identified trends and individual
cases of human trafficking in the state. The report (2012) highlighted that from mid-2010 to
mid-2012 there were 1,277 victims of human trafficking. According to the report, many local
and transnational gangs are increasingly trafficking humans because it is a low-risk and high
profit crime. It also stated that traffickers are able to reach more victims and customers by
recruiting and advertising using social media and online classified ads. According to The
State of Human Trafficking in California report (2012), 72% of human trafficking victims in
California were reported as being American citizens (Harris, et al., 2012).
Sex trafficking in the United States is called a “American Pimp Trafficking Model.”
According to Orphan Secure (2015), the “American Pimp Trafficking Model” operates in
the United States. Traffickers use many different methods to traffick their victims including
Backpage.com, escort sites, strip clubs, etc. Traffickers cross state lines in order to make the
most profits. The model allows for pimps to make significant profits with a small number of
American girls over an extended period of time. Research from Orphan Secure (2015) states
that pimps are US-born and operate in mutally supportive networks. Pimps seek out
vulnerable young women, typically runaways, homeless, or individuals who are easily
manipulated.
According to Orphan Secure research (2015) 30-35% of runaways will be targeted by
traffickers within 48 hours of leaving home. A pimp’s control over the girls is very strong.
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After the initial phase of fake romance comes a violent phase for the girls which involves
physical and mental abuse. Pimps threaten to kill the girl or her family if she tries to leave.
Drugs are also used to control victims. According to Orphan Secure (2015) some victims of
human trafficking were tattooed to show ownership. Other methods used by pimps to break
victims include beatings, burning (girls and personal items), sexual assault, confinement,
torture techniques, emotional abuse, re-naming, creating dependencies, document
confiscation, forced sexual education, removal of familiar and support systems (Polaris
2015).
Law Enforcement and Human Trafficking
Due to the illicit and anonymous nature of sex trafficking it’s difficult for law
enforcement to investigate. Latonero (2011) describes how online classified ads add a new
challenge for law enforcement. According to Latonero (2011) a common starting point for
investigators is the appearance of victims in photos posted on online classified sites. If a
subject looks younger than her advertised age, they begin to investigate. In some cases,
photos are fake or doctored. Adding to law enforcement challenges, in several cases
investigators found that victims were runaways.
Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) also looked into law enforcement,
sporting events and sex trafficking. According to Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle
(2014) law enforcement requires more effective partnerships and regular collaboration in
order to dismantle these human trafficking networks. Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle
(2014) believe that a national method for law enforcement to communicate about sex
trafficking cases is important due to the constant movement of traffickers and victims.
Traffickers move victims between cities and over state lines in order to make a profit; to “go

19

where the demand is.” Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) make the argument that
due to the lack of a platform to share information between law enforcement agencies, victims
and time are wasted and lost. They conclude that in order to impact human trafficking
networks, law enforcement must understand that jurisdiction does not matter and traffickers
will take victims anywhere a great profit potential is available.
Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) call for increased awareness of sex
trafficking and its indicators as well as encouraging law enforcement to work with hotels,
motels, resorts, clubs, bars and any business involved in entertainment to educate them about
human trafficking indicators.
Wright (2013) makes the argument that legislation, criminalization of human
trafficking, victim identification, education, awareness, task forces and NGO collaboration
are important in assisting law enforcement in human trafficking cases. Wright (2013) looked
at the approach of Texas, Florida and Indiana to the possible increase in human trafficking in
their cities during the Super Bowl. In 2003, Texas took major steps in order to combat human
trafficking. The Texas Office of the Attorney General was required to assess the strengths
and weaknesses of current legislation regarding human trafficking. The state also has a
Human Trafficking Prevention Task Force which involves groups of agencies whose goal is
to “increase awareness of human trafficking victims, better understand routes human
traffickers use, and report statistics of human trafficking in Texas.” Florida has a similar
statewide task force. Florida focused less on proactive measures and more on the resources
for victims. Indiana, like Texas and Florida, also has a task force known as the Indiana
Prevention of Abused and Trafficked Humans Task Force as well as the Coalition for
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Corporate Responsibility, which played an important role in combating sex trafficking during
the Super Bowl.
Wright (2013) believes that an important method of preventing human trafficking is
effective training for law enforcement personnel and volunteers. Wright (2013) cites that
effective, adaptive training aimed at large groups of individuals is critical in fighting sex
trafficking at Super Bowl host cities. Overall, Wright (2013) concluded that host cities must
be prepared for an increase in human trafficking around the Super Bowl. Wright (2013) also
believes an effective law enforcement approach must focus on education and awareness of
multiple agencies that might identify victims and/or pimps.
Wilson and Dalton (2008) looked at what law enforcement found in their
investigations of human trafficking cases. Law enforcement respondents suggested that girls
moved in order to take advantage of conventions, sporting events or one-time appearances in
“cathouses.” According to Wilson and Dalton (2008) law enforcement officials have spent
hours or even days trying to determine the correct identity of victims. Law enforcement
respondents have reported seeing abuse ranging from pistol-whipping to broken bones.
According to Wilson and Dalton (2008) local police officers are typically one of the
first to encounter victims of human trafficking. This generally occurs through traffic
accidents, tips or border checks – anywhere law enforcement can identify the victim. Bales
and Lize (2005) found that trafficking victims actually have significant contact with local
authorities. In 11 out of 12 cases that Bales and Lize (2005) examined, law enforcement
failed to notice the signs of human trafficking. According to Wilson and Dalton (2008) local
authorities can do little on their own to deal with human trafficking rings. Collaboration is
critical during these cases between local and federal law enforcement. Typically, local
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authorities need the help of the federal task forces, which can provide personnel, overtime,
equipment, computer forensic, etc. For this, task forces have been extremely useful in
preventing human trafficking. Wilson and Dalton (2008) also outline factors that hinder
investigations including lack of awareness, training, resources, policies, protecting child
prostitutes, as well as breakdown between juvenile justice and the child welfare system.
Wilson and Dalton (2008) believe that there are certain steps law enforcement can
take in order to improve results. First, provide training with lessons on how to identify
human trafficking victims, types of human trafficking cases, what to do and who to contact
when victims are identified. The second step is to tailor training to help trafficking victims.
The third step is improving law enforcement capacity. More resources can help improve the
identification of victims, cases, and criminal networks. The fourth step is to improve
collaboration among law enforcement agencies. The fifth step is to refine department policies
on dealing with potential human trafficking victims and runaways. The final step is to use
analysis to develop evidence-based programs for trafficking cases.
Internet and Human Trafficking
Ibanez and Suthers (2014) conducted a content analysis of Backpage.com using
human trafficking indicators in order to gauge the amount of sex trafficking in Hawaii.
Ibanez and Suthers (2014) concluded from their study that “by integrating data from online
classified ads and data obtained from phone number analysis, it is possible to detect
indicators of sex trafficking and map patterns of movement of potential traffickers or
victims.” According to Ibanez and Suthers (2014), numerous websites host online
classifieds, discussion forums, review sites and social media that are related to sex
trafficking. Technology has become a new tool in the trafficker’s arsenal in order to sell or
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recruit victims. Ibanez and Suthers (2014) believe that the Internet and the use of online
classifieds have changed the sex trafficking environment. Trafficking activities have shifted
away from a physical environment to the virtual world in order to sell victims. So-called
virtual red light districts provide traffickers with a low risk environment for buyers to
connect to sellers. Ibanez and Suthers (2014) state that trafficking activities have been found
in social media sites, chat rooms, online classifieds, discussion forums, and review sites.
These online sites provide users with a sense of anonymity making the user feel safer online
than out on the street corner.
The Internet also provides traffickers with limitless geographic range. Online ads
allow traffickers to reach large audiences. These ads can attract users from different cities,
states and even countries. The Internet also lets “Johns” share information about the
providers, compare experiences and provide warnings about potential law enforcement.
According to Ibanez and Suthers (2014) Backpage.com is the leading United States site for
prostitution. The site hosts advertisements for a wide range of products. According to
research by Ibanez and Suthers (2014) other websites also offer adult services however
Backpage has the highest frequency and the greatest website traffic.
Dixon, Jr (2013) also agrees that the Internet plays a role in both enabling and
combating human trafficking. Traffickers use the Internet to both sell and recruit victims.
Dixon, Jr (2013) focused on Craigslist and traffickers’ use of that site. In 2010, Craigslist
stopped offering its adult services category. The site decided to discontinue the service after
law enforcement and human rights groups accused it of not properly monitoring the section
and allowing prostitution and child trafficking ads to be placed on the site (Steffen, 2010).
However, according to Dixon Jr (2013), law enforcement and anti-trafficking activists
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believe Craigslist was the most responsive online site to law enforcement inquiries. Craigslist
also provided invaluable assistance in investigating and combating human trafficking
compared to Backpage.com and other sites.
Irvine (2015) states that law enforcement believes Backpage.com has not taken
necessary precautions to prevent trafficking on their site. According to Irvine (2015), ads
placed on Backpage.com are written in ways that avoid implying something illegal and yet
have obvious invitations for sex with photos and videos. Law enforcement has tried to shut
down the site and prevent people from posting ads. One Illinois sheriff was able to convince
Visa and MasterCard to stop providing payment services to the site. Several other antitrafficking activist groups have tried to shut down the escort section with little success.
Backpage’s attorneys cited First Amendment and federal statutes in order to prevent such
actions. Liz McDougall, general counsel for Backpage, said that Backpage provides space for
the ads and it does not create the content within the ads. McDougall does claim that
Backpage routinely works behind the scenes with law enforcement to help put traffickers
behind bars. However, many of Backpage’s critics claim that the site helps promote illegal
trade (Irvine, 2015).
Kuzma (2013) agrees that traffickers use sites like Backpage in order to advertise
services. According to Kuzma (2013), traffickers advertise children in cities all over the
United States and across the world. Kuzma (2013) states that this often follows major
sporting events such as the Super Bowl or conferences frequented by large numbers of fans.
Hayden (2014) found similar results. Hayden (2014) conducted a content analysis of
Backpage in Louisville Kentucky over one year. Hayden (2014) concluded that traffickers
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frequently utilize Backpage during major events. According to Hayden (2014), ads increase
around major sporting events in the region.
Latonero (2011) also identified the rise in the use of the Internet in order to sell
victims. Latonero (2011) cited that in 2010, the number of Internet users worldwide exceeded
an estimated 2 billion. According to Latonero (2011) 79% of the population in the United
States uses the Internet and about half use at least one social networking site or online
classified advertising site. Latonero (2011) also found evidence that social networking sites
and online classified sites are used for human trafficking.
Major Sporting Events and Human Trafficking
Sports are a very lucrative business in today’s society. Massive amounts of money are
made from jerseys, tickets, equipment, space, etc. International sporting bodies like FIFA, the
Olympic council or even domestic sporting bodies like the NFL, NCAA, MLB, etc. show the
significance of sports in today’s culture drawing large amounts of viewers from all around
the world. FIFA made $5.72 billion in revenues and recorded a profit of $338 million
between 2011 and 2014. The international sport organization made most of its money from
the sale of television rights for the World Cup and other marketing rights (Rice, 2015). In
2015, eleven teams were worth $1 billion or more. Three teams, the New York Knicks, Los
Angeles Lakers, and the Chicago Bulls were worth more than $2 billion (Rovell, 2015).
There is a growing concern that sporting events are being used by criminals to make a
profit. Major sporting events and major sport organizations are vulnerable to money
laundering, match fixing, trafficking, and drug smuggling (Finley, 2012). Sporting events
like the Olympics, World Cups and Super Bowls bring a large influx of fans into the host
country and city. It is well reported that host countries and cities see an increase in economic
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opportunities, revenue, and improvement to infrastructure, public transportation and sport
facilities. Temporary populations increase demand for food and services, not all of which are
legal. There is a growing concern that traffickers are using sporting events to make a
considerable profit from the influx of sports fans (Langan 2015). Sex trafficking and major
sporting events have been a major part of human trafficking discussions for over a decade.
Literature on the subject is split on whether or not there is a significant increase in sex
trafficking in host cities and countries during major sporting events.
Langan (2015) found that an overall misunderstanding of the difference between sex
work and sex trafficking led to the belief that sex trafficking increases around major sporting
events. Langan argues that major sporting events do not promote sex trafficking and there is
no association between the two variables. She also discovered that large numbers of male
sports fans are not a factor for an increase in sex services during sporting events. However,
Langan does point out that sex trafficking is still possible during these games. She states that
governments that institute strong anti-human trafficking policies and public awareness on sex
trafficking are two strong indicators of whether or not sex trafficking occurs. For example
during major sporting events governments often tighten immigration, increase border
security, and implement anti-sex trafficking campaigns (Langan, 2015).
In her article, Langan goes on to identify several arguments for whether or not major
sporting events cause an increase in sex trafficking or not. One theory Langan (2015) points
out is based on supply and demand, specifically looking at the large influx of male sports
fans. Several groups claim that large groups of men gathered in one place can result in an
increased demand for paid sexual services (Ham, 2011). This means that more people are
likely to be trafficked into forced prostitution since more male sports fans are coming to town
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during sporting events. The assumption that sports prompt a special demand for sex is due to
the assumption that male sports fans seek out sex while visiting host countries and cities.
Kimm and Sauer (2010) believe that “where [soccer] is played, there are men and where
there are men, there are also prostitutes.” Kim and Sauer (2010) go on to state that “ if
masculinity is reproduced through sport and football, it is not unreasonable to assume that
sport events are a major place to display sexual potency, male power and dominance by
purchasing sexual services from women.” Langan (2015), however, points out the rebuttal to
this claim stating that fans are made up of people of all ages, social classes and sex. Men are
not the only fans of these sports and are not the only ones attending games.
Langan (2015) also hypothesizes that people involved in these events, such as
athletes, trainers, friends, families of athletes, couples and fans, would not be willing to
involve themselves in criminalization of prostitution since the sole purpose of coming to the
country or city is not for commercial sex. Langan (2015) also looks at the arguments for
games causing sex trafficking. Langan (2015) hypothesizes that major sporting events draw
attention from millions of viewers all around the world. A temporarily increase in population
in town might lead to an increase in demand for sexual services. There is a potential for
traffickers to bring trafficked victims where the sports events are to meet the demands.
According to Matheson and Finkel (2013) due to this, major sporting events are a
contributing factor to sex trafficking.
Langan (2015) and Hayes (2010) both cite Jennifer Roemhildt, an executive director
of a Greek NGO that offers support to prostitutes and victims of sex trafficking, who believes
that “Trafficking is a trap. And an event like the World Cup, or the Olympics, is the bait.
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Pushed by poverty, pulled by hopeful dreams of life in the west, exploited by opportunities,
women suspend disbelief and their better judgement and gamble on a better life.”
Hayes (2010) also agrees that major sporting events make it easier for traffickers to
recruit women and girls with promises of receiving legitimate jobs. Hayes (2010) concluded
in her study that world sporting events provided an opportunity to increase global awareness
about sex trafficking. It also provides an opportunity for the host country to showcase its
commitment to and strategy for combating human trafficking. According to Hayes (2010),
traffickers see this as a business opportunity and can take advantage of travel visas that are
issued during games in order to masquerade victims as fans.
Ham (2011) on the other hand believes that the hype around large sporting events like
the Olympics, World Cups, and Super Bowls and increases in trafficking for prostitution is
often based on misinformation, poor data, and a tendency to sensationalize. Ham (2011)
states that despite the lack of evidence, the idea that sex trafficking increases around major
sporting events continues to grow because it holds great appeal for prostitution abolitionist
groups, anti-immigration groups and a number of politicians, scholars and journalists to
advance their concerns. Numerous researchers, anti-trafficking experts, and nongovernmental organizations have stated there is no evidence that links major sporting events
and trafficking. Ham (2011) argues that “based on available information, many sex workers
report being surprised and disappointed at the lack of business during large sporting events.”
According to research done by Ham (2011), there is no empirical evidence that shows an
increase in demand for paid sex during international or major sporting events.
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There continues to be an ongoing debate whether or not there is a connection between
sex trafficking and major sporting events. The following sections will take an in-depth look
into literature on sex trafficking and previous Olympics, World Cups, and Super Bowls.
Sex Trafficking and the Olympics
Matheson and Finkel (2013) looked at the potential link between major sporting
events and sex trafficking, specifically focusing on the 2004 Athens, 2008 Beijing, and 2010
Vancouver Olympics. They focused on the central argument that the temporarily increased
population may contribute to heightened demand for sexual services, which traffickers try to
fill with trafficked women (Matheson and Finkel, 2013). Matheson and Finkel (2013)
discovered that leading up to the 2004 Athens Olympic Games and after the games
conclusion, there was a 95% increase in human trafficking victims. The number of human
trafficking victims decreased the year after the Olympics by 24% (Matheson and Finkel,
2013). This led Matheson and Finkel (2013) to conclude that numerous factors come into
play but that there is a certain correlation between the Olympics and an increase in human
trafficking.
The Future Group in 2007 released a report looking into the connection between
human trafficking and major sporting events. The Future Group (2007) found evidence that
human trafficking increased during the 2004 Athens Olympic Games. According to the
statistical data from the Greek Ministry of Public Safety, Greek authorities in 2004 saw a
95% increase in the number of human trafficking victims. This number had doubled since the
previous year. The report also stated that in 2005 human trafficking victims decreased by
24% though this was still 47% higher than it was in 2003. The Future Group (2007) also
identified the top 5 source countries for human trafficking to Greece in 2004. According to
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the report (2007) 73% of the human trafficking victims were from Russia, Romania, Ukraine,
Moldova, and Bulgaria.
In 2011, The London Councils and GLE also released a report researching the
connection between human trafficking claims and major sporting events in preparation for
the 2012 London Olympic Games. According to the report (2011), “many stakeholders
predict an increase in demand for prostitution due to the sheer volume of tourists, spectators,
construction workers and contractors visiting London because of the 2012 Games.” The
report (2011) looked at the 2004 Athens Olympics, 2006 Berlin World Cup, 2010 Vancouver
Olympics, and 2010 Johannesburg World Cup. London Councils and GLE (2011)
discovered that during the 2010 Winter Games in Canada, a women’s shelter, claimed to
have housed five women who had been trafficked specifically for the Games. The report
stated that the low number may be a result of the covert nature of trafficking (London
Councils and GLE, 2011). During the 2004 Games in Athens, the report stated that there was
a 95% increase in the number of human trafficking victims identified by authorities between
2003 and 2004 (London Councils and GLE, 2011). London Councils and GLE (2011) states
that in 2005, Athens saw a 24% decrease in human trafficking victims from the previous
year.
On the other hand, Ham (2011) found no direct linkage of an increase in trafficking
victims linked to the 2004 Athens Olympics. Ham (2011) also found no significant increase
in sex workers or trafficked sex workers during the 2010 Vancouver Olympics.
Hayes (2010) looked at whether sex trafficking increased in host cities where
prostitution was legal. Prostitution is legal in Greece and China, where the 2004 Olympics
and the 2008 Olympic games were held. Hayes (2010) discovered that sex trafficking did not
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drastically increase in the host cities of the 2004 Athens Olympics and the 2008 Beijing
Olympics. Hayes (2010) concluded that despite incomplete empirical evidence for the 2004
Athens Olympics and the 2008 Beijing Olympics, concerns about world sporting events and
an increase in sex trafficking may be exaggerated. Hayes (2010) does mention finding a
sharp increase in human trafficking victims during the 2004 Olympics in Athens. Hayes
(2010) believes this was because of increased awareness from NGOs.
Sex Trafficking and the World Cup
Matheson and Finkel (2013) discovered in their research that during the 2006 Berlin
Germany World Cup, 33 prostitution cases were reported to police and five of those cases
were believed to be sex trafficking victims, directly linked to the event. Matheson and Finkel
(2013) note that though the number of trafficked women was lower than media estimated,
there is still a connection. Hennig et al. (2007) argues that the increase in sex trafficking did
not occur because the event attracted families and preventative measures were taken by law
enforcement to reduce the risk.
The London Councils and GLE (2011) report looked at the 2006 Berlin World Cup
and the 2010 Johannesburg World Cup and the events’ connection to sex trafficking. The
media during the 2010 World Cup predicted that up to 60,000 people would be trafficked
into the country. The London Councils and GLE (2011) reported 11 victims of trafficking for
sexual exploitation were found during the 2010 World Cup. The victims were reportedly
trafficked from outside of the country by organized crime networks. The report (2011) found
that during the year leading up to the 2010 World Cup, there was a “huge” increase in the sex
trade. Brothels and the number of girls and women involved in prostitution doubled. The
Salvation Army claimed to have referred 70 victims to police. The report (2011) also cited
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that many victims the Vice Squad encountered over the year were under age and appeared to
have been forced into the sex trade. Many of the victims also originated from poor and rural
areas.
Before the 2006 World Cup, the news media predicted that around 40,000 women
would be trafficked into Germany. According to the report (2011) authorities in Germany did
notice an increase in the number of prostitutes. However, prostitution is legal in Germany.
The Federal Criminal Police in Germany received 33 reports of human trafficking however
only five cases had a direct link to the World Cup.
The Future Group (2007) looked at the 2006 Berlin World Cup and the media hype
surrounding the event. The media predicted that up to 40,000 women might be trafficked in
order to satisfy an increased demand which the Future Group (2007) deemed to be false. This
would have meant Berlin would have seen 40 times the average number of documented cases
of human trafficking in the country.
Ham (2011) also looked at the 2006 and the 2010 World Cups. Ham (2011) found no
cases of trafficking during the 2010 Johannesburg World Cup. However, Ham (2011) found
five trafficking cases that had a direct link to the 2006 Berlin World Cup. Several other
researchers also looked at the 2006 and 2010 World Cups for links to sex trafficking and
major sporting events. Hayes (2010) found no increase during the 2006 Berlin World Cup.
While Bonthuys (2012) found no increase in trafficked women and children during the 2010
Johannesburg World Cup, Morrow (2008) argued that there was a connection between sex
trafficking and the World Cup.
According to Delva, Richter, Koker, Chersich, and Temmerman (2011) the number of
sex workers that were advertised online was 5.9% higher to 1163 during the 2010

32

Johannesburg World Cup. Along with the small increase during the event, there was a 9.3%
increase to 1271 sex workers advertising online shortly after the event.
Tavella (2007) found little evidence that there was a significant increase in trafficking
during the World Cup. However, Tavella (2007) notes that this might be because no one
knows it’s happening. According to Tavella (2007) it is possible that women were trafficked
but were simply not discovered by law enforcement. Tavella (2007) concludes that, events
like the World Cup and the Olympic Games provide a venue for the exploitation of sex
trafficking victims.
Sex Trafficking and the Super Bowl
Latonero (2011) performed a spatial-temporal analysis of online classified ads
surrounding the Super Bowl. According to Latonero (2011), the Super Bowl was chosen as
the event for analysis because of literature indicating the link between major sporting events
and trafficking. Based on literature, traffickers increase their profits by transporting child
victims to cities for the commercial sex trade during major sporting events. Latonero (2011)
cites a number of reports that have described a noticeable increase in trafficking during past
Super Bowl games. The Department of Children and Families reported taking in 24 children
trafficked to the city for sex during the 2009 Super Bowl in Tampa, Florida. According to
Latonero (2011), Internet classified ads featuring child victims of prostitution rose drastically
in February before the Super Bowl. Traffick911, a child advocacy group, reported that law
enforcement officials and advocacy groups rescued 50 girls during the 2007 and 2008 Super
Bowls.
Latonero (2011) selected Backpage in his study to monitor for sex trafficking. The
study discovered a noticeable spike in ads posted on February 5-6, the day of and before the
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Super Bowl. Latonero (2011) found that for February 5 and 6 more than 300 escort ads were
posted to Backpage. The average for that area was around 129 per day. Latonero (2011)
concluded that “compared to the average number of posts to the Adult section, the number of
posts on Super Bowl Sunday represented an approximate 136% increase.”
Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) discovered dozens of news articles that
link the Super Bowl to sex trafficking from large news venues such as The New York Times,
Washington Post, Forbes, Time Magazine, Fox News, etc. These reports and articles estimate
as many as 10,000 victims flood host cities for illicit sex. According to Roe-Sepowitz,
Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) evidence that supports this link is limited. Roe-Sepowitz,
Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) found no evidence linking the 2014 Super Bowl with sex
trafficking in the northern New Jersey area. Previous research found that in the 1,000 sex ads
posted on Backpage during the 2012 Super Bowl in Indianapolis, about a quarter of those ads
mentioned the Super Bowl in the text. The FBI identified northern New Jersey and Atlantic
City as hotspots for sex trafficking during the 2014 Super Bowl. According to reports from
Fox News and USA Today in February 2014, 16 teenagers 13 to 17 years of age, were
rescued during the 2014 Super Bowl during a FBI sting operation targeting sex traffickers.
During their research, Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, and Hickle (2014) concluded that the Super
Bowl and other large events have become a desirable location for traffickers to bring victims
because of the significant concentration of people in the area. However, the Super Bowl itself
does not create sex trafficking; it just provides an opportunity for traffickers.
Wright (2013) cited that there is evidence that sex trafficking increases around areas
hosting major sporting events. Wright (2013) also states that the Super Bowl is one of the
largest sex trafficking events each year in the United States. According to Wright (2013),
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each state that hosts the Super Bowl faces a potential for increased sex trafficking. Wright
(2013) also found that several factors, including multiple ports, high volume of tourism
proximity to major metropolitan areas and lack of awareness, also contribute to the
connection between sex trafficking and the Super Bowl. Wright (2013) concluded that the
Super Bowl and other major sporting events are recognized as having a connection to sex
trafficking.
Ham (2011) also conducted research on the Super Bowl, looking at the 2008 Phoenix,
2009 Tampa, and 2011 Dallas Super Bowls. Ham (2011) cites that United States news media
predicted anywhere from 10,000 to 100,000 sex workers would flood these areas. Ham
(2011) found little news media information about what actually happened during the events
and believes there is little to no connection between the Super Bowl and sex trafficking.
Sex Trafficking and Other Sporting Events
Hayden (2014) completed a content analysis of Louisville, Kentucky, from April
2013 to August 2014 to research whether sex trafficking ads increased on Backpage during
major events. Hayden (2014) studied the following: the Kentucky Derby of 2013 and 2014,
International Association of Campus Law Enforcement Annual Conference, Street Hot Rod
Nationals, Governor’s Local Issues Conference, Kentucky State Fair, International Boat
Builders Expo, International Construction Utility Equipment Expo, Annual Operation CARE
Conference Police, Livestock Expo, RV Trade Show, Louisville Gun Show, Sport, Boat and
RV Show, Farm Machinery Show, Mid-American Truck Show, and the PGA Championship
August 2014. She saw a spike in ads posted during particular events. According to Hayden’s
research over the 15 months, 20,384 ads were posted to the site that otherwise averaged
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about 53 ads per day. Hayden (2014) saw four spikes in average activity during the 2013 and
2014 Derby, March Madness 2014 and during the 2013 Labor Day Weekend.
Hayden (2014) saw a drastic increase during the 2013 Kentucky Derby. 86 ads were
posted on the site three days before. The number of ads posted during the event remained
high and then drastically declined 3 days later. The most ads recorded from April 21 to May
17 were on May 4 at 120 ads on the day the Kentucky Derby took place. During the 2014
Kentucky Derby, there was a drastic increase the day before the Derby with 89 ads posted on
the website and a drastic decline the day after. The most activity was seen the day of the race
when 132 ads were posted. During the 2014 March Madness, Louisville, Kentucky, saw a
drastic increase in ads posted. March 1 saw the most ads posted with a total of 164; whereas
February 24 and March 3 saw the least for that week at 98, significantly above average.
According to Hayden (2014) 6 events tracked above the average of 53 ads per day. Above
average events included the 2013 (54 avg.) and 2014 (66 avg.) Derby, the International
Association of Campus Law Enforcement Annual Conference (53 avg.), the Street Hot Rod
Nationals (55 avg.), the Governor’s Local Issues Conference (58 avg.), the Kentucky State
Fair (59 avg.) and the PGA Championship (66 avg.).
Review of the Methodological Literature
Previous researchers have used mostly two methods when researching the connection
between major sporting events and human trafficking. Content analysis was used in five
studies and ten used case studies in order to investigate the connection. One study used a
mixed method approach using content analysis to look through newspapers and media reports
for incidents of sex trafficking victims while also using case studies to look at many different
major sporting events. The case study approach was used more often than any other method.
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Hayes (2010) and Wright (2013) both used case studies to identify whether or not there was a
link between sex trafficking and major sporting events. Hayes focused on the Olympics and
World Cup whereas Wright (2013) mostly focused on the Super Bowl.
Hayes (2010) used the case study approach in order to investigate the connection
between major sporting events and sex trafficking. Hayes (2010) evaluated the 2004 Athens
Olympics, the 2006 Berlin World Cup and the 2008 Beijing Olympics. Several factors
Hayes (2010) looked at were legalization of prostitution and preventative measures taken by
the host nation. Hayes (2010) concluded that these events did not see an influx of sex
trafficking victims due to the preventative measures taken as well as to the prior legalization
of prostitution. She also found no evidence suggesting there was any increase during the
2008 Beijing Olympics where prostitution is not legal.
Wright (2013) used a case study approach to evaluate several major sporting events in
the United States and overseas. Wright (2013) specifically looked at Super Bowls that took
place in Texas, Florida and Indiana. Wright (2013) studied the preventative measures taken
by host cities, characteristics of the areas, geographic characteristics, as well as law
enforcement protocols. For example, how law enforcement officers were trained to handle
these situation, awareness of the public, what attracted traffickers to the area. Wright (2013)
also looked into the 2004 Olympic Games as well as the 2006 World Cup for similar factors.
Wright (2013) concluded that the Super Bowl and other major world sporting events such as
the Olympics and the World Cup are widely recognized as “breeding grounds” for sex
trafficking.
Another method used in previous research was content analysis. Content analysis has
been used by researchers for quantitative newspaper analysis, propaganda analysis and now
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in computer text analysis (Krippendorff, 2013). Several studies have conducted content
analysis to scan through online classified ads to discover human trafficking indicators or
patterns. However, content analysis is considered rather challenging. According to
Neuendorf (2002), content analysis is one of the most important but also one of the most
complex research methodologies in social sciences. Stevenson (2001) believes , “Content
analysis is the least appealing of the several research methodologies available to the
communication researcher.” Krippendorff (2013) describes content analysis as systematically
reading a body of text, images or symbolic matter. This makes it possible for analysts to
discover a pattern within the image or text.
Hayden (2014) conducted a content analysis of Backpage advertisements in
Louisville, Kentucky, during many different sporting and large events. The report (2014)
identified if there was an increase in Backpage ads during major events in the city such as the
2013 and 2014 Kentucky Derby, 2014 PGA Championship, Livestock Expos and the
Kentucky State Fair. Using content analysis Hayden was able to identify an increase during
four major events: 2013 Kentucky Derby, 2014 Kentucky Derby, 2014 March Madness and
2013 Labor Day Weekend.
Lastly, Ham (2011) used a mixed method approach using both content analysis of
media reports and a case study approach to investigate the link between major sporting
events and sex trafficking. Ham (2011) researched sex trafficking predictions in the media
for the 2006 and 2010 World Cup, 2004 and 2010 Olympics, and the 2008, 2009, and 2011
Super Bowls and what actually happened based on the media reports. Ham (2011) found no
empirical evidence that sex trafficking increases around large sporting events and no
empirical evidence that the demand for paid sex increases around international sporting
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events. Ham (2011) found no increase during all three Super Bowls, the 2004 and 2010
Olympics and the 2010 World Cup. Ham (2011) found five cases linked to the 2006 World
Cup but no dramatic increase.
Chapter 2 Summary
Literature shows that there is a need for an improvement in how law enforcement
handles human trafficking cases. By implementing better training, education, awareness, task
forces and information sharing systems, law enforcement officials would improve their
efforts toward preventing human trafficking. Previous literature shows a strong connection
between sex trafficking and the use of the Internet to sell victims. Researchers mostly used
content analysis and case studies to evaluate the potential connection between human
trafficking and major sporting events. Literature focused on the connection between sex
trafficking and the World Cup is split. Half of the research believed that there was a
connection and half believed there was no connection. Literature focused on the connection
between the Olympics and the Super Bowl was also split. Although, most literature agrees
that there is some form of correlation between major sporting events and sex trafficking,
there seems to be a disagreement on the degree of connection. Previous research was done
using either a case study approach or content analysis. The following section will outline the
methodology used for the study. The study will build on previous literature in order to
conduct a case study on several sporting events and sex trafficking to assess if there is an
increase in sex trafficking. It will also specifically focus on the 2016 Super Bowl in order to
see if there is an increase in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage.
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METHODOLOGY
Introduction
The intent of this study is to access the relationship between major sporting events
and sex trafficking, specifically to examine if there was an increase in online adult
advertisements placed on Backpage during the 2016 Super Bowl held in Santa Clara, CA,
with a connection to sex trafficking. Information was collected using human trafficking
indicators from ads placed on Backpage (Santa Clara, CA).
Backpage is an online classified site that hosts advertisements for a wide range of
products from household furniture to adult services under the Escort section. Backpage was
selected for analysis because it is currently the leading U.S. site for advertising prostitution.
The site not only has the highest frequency of posts but it also has the greatest amount of web
traffic. In 2011 the site generated $1.95 million in revenue (Ibanez & Suthers, 2014). Other
websites used in evaluation of sex trafficking online included, USA Sex Guide, Naughty
Review, Escort Browser, ScarletBook.
Online advertisements from Backpage were evaluated in the Santa Clara, CA, area
where the 2016 Super Bowl was held. Data was collected in four separate phases. The first
phase was collected during a week when no major sporting event occurred in order to obtain
a baseline of potential trafficking incidents for the area. The second phase was collected two
weeks before the Super Bowl in order to track migration to the area. The third phase of
collection was completed during the week of the Super Bowl to evaluate the frequency of ads
posted. The final phase of collection was completed two weeks after the Super Bowl in order
to track and evaluate the migration out of the area.
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Research Design
The research design for this study was a mixed method. The study is qualitative in
that it evaluates the connection between sex trafficking and major sporting events by looking
at previous sporting events. The study looks at the 2004 Athens Olympics, the 2006 Berlin
World Cups, the 2010 Johannesburg World Cup and the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl. In addition
to evaluating individual cases, or events, the study also aims to take a quantitative approach
in order to assess the 2016 Super Bowl. The study was completed using content analysis to
scrape sex trafficking indicators off Backpage’s escort page.
Content analysis was used to identify and document actual indicators of sex
trafficking placed on Backpage ads around the Super Bowl. It is one of numerous research
methods used to analyze text data. The goal is to provide knowledge and understanding of
the phenomenon under study (Hsieh & Shannon, 2005).
Indicators used in this study were derived from a list of sex trafficking and domestic
minor sex trafficking indicators produced by the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime,
Polaris Project and Orphan Secure, as well as research done by the Anti Human Trafficking
Cell at Mercyhurst University, along with previous literature on the subject. Table 1, shows
the indicators utilized with an explanation of each one.
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Table 1: Sex Trafficking Indicators:
Indicators

No AA Men

Ads placed in Multiple Cities
Ads placed in Multiple States
“Only here for a limited time/ New in
Town”

Out of state area code

Associated with a Business or Business
Number
Ads for events, specials, shows, modeling

Message Ads
Different Ages Used in Different Ads
Different Alias Used in Different Ads
Potential Restricted Movement: Incalls
Shared Management
Ads posted by third party

Explanations
In the American Human Trafficking Model
also known as the “Pimp Model,” this refers
to no African American Men. No AA is a
signal to other pimps that the women in the
ad have a pimp. Also seen as No Black
Men, White Men Only, No BM.
Ads placed in Multiple Cities indicates that
traffickers move a victim between cities.
Ads placed in Multiple States indicates that
traffickers move a victim between states.
Traffickers transport victims in and out of
cities, this is also referred to as “cycling.”
Traffickers cycle victims in and out of
areas.
Traffickers cycle victims in and out of
areas, including states. Cell phone numbers
can be connections to where victims or
traffickers are actually from.
Phone numbers or emails in ads are linked
to businesses such as massage parlors, nail
salons or restaurants.
Ads may be linked to an event, show or
modeling site. The advertisements may have
a specific date, time or location.
Ads may advertise for message ads, Nuru
messages or massage parlors.
Discrepancies in age within or across
multiple ads placed online.
Discrepancies in aliases within or across
multiple ads placed online.
Incall Only: individual in ad may be
restricted to hotel room, massage parlor, etc.
Ads reference multiple providers with a
shared phone number.
Third person language used in ad.

The following experiment seeks to prove that sex trafficking increases in the area
where and when the Super Bowl is held. It also aims to establish the nature and scope of
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human trafficking in the area during non-sporting events as well as the link between human
trafficking and major sporting events.
Hypothesis 1: There is an empirical link between human trafficking and major
sporting events.
Hypothesis 2: Sex trafficking will increase in Santa Clara, CA, during the 2016
Super Bowl.
Hypothesis 3: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will
increase two weeks before the 2016 Super Bowl.
Hypothesis 4: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will
increase during the week of the 2016 Super Bowl.
Hypothesis 5: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will
decrease after the 2016 Super Bowl is over.
Hypothesis 6: The scope of sex trafficking in Santa Clara is low during non-major
sporting events.
Selection of Cases
Major sporting events are known for world class athleticism and teamwork, not for
human trafficking. However, concerns of human trafficking have plagued major sporting
events around the world. Literature on the connection between human trafficking and major
sporting events are split. This study aimed to evaluate the connection between human
trafficking and major sporting events and add to qualitative literature on the subject. The
study examined the 2004 Athens Olympics, the 2006 Berlin World Cup, the 2010
Johannesburg World Cup and the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl.
Population/Sample
The study included adult escort ads placed on Backpage, Santa Clara, CA. This study
examined all ads posted under the adult escort section on Backpage, Santa Clara. Once ads
were identified with potential indicators of human trafficking, the telephone numbers were
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then cross-referenced using Google to find other escort sites such as USA Sex Guide, Escort
Browser, ScarletBook, and Naughty Review to establish where else ads were posted.
The first phase of data collection took place between November 1 and November 14
for an initial audit of the site. This was done in order to understand and establish a baseline of
sex trafficking ads posted to Backpage Santa Clara when no major event was occurring. The
second phase of data was collected, using the same procedures as the first phase. Data was
collected for two weeks prior to the 2016 Super Bowl, starting on January 24 and ending
February 6. The third phase of collection took place during the week of the 2016 Super Bowl,
February 7 to February 13. The fourth and final phase of collection took place two weeks
after the 2016 Super Bowl from February 14 to February 27. This was done in order to
capture the migration of sex traffickers, victims and possible customers to and from the area.
Technology has been cited as a significant factor in the facilitation of human
trafficking. Trafficking activities have been documented in social network sites, chat rooms,
and online classifieds. Certain patterns that emerged from focusing on sex trafficking cases
involved in the internet include: online classified sites are used to post advertisements of
victims, social networking sites are used in the recruitment of victims, investigations may
begin with a picture of what appears to be an underage girl in an online classified ad and a
number of victims have been identified as runways (Latonero, 2011). The Internet has
changed the way traffickers can target and even sell victims. Online classifieds have changed
the environment of sex trafficking. Trafficking activities have shifted more and more from
the physical environment to a virtual environment which provides a much lower risk to
buyers (Ibanez & Suthers, 2014). Sites like Backpage allow buyers to remain anonymous and
allow sellers to advertise in a larger area which can be a problem for law enforcement. Only
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recently did major credit card companies part ways with Backpage. This is unfortunate since
credit card sales were one way law enforcement could track buyers (Polaris, 2015).
The Internet allows traffickers to meet demands during major sporting events. It is
reported that traffickers increase their profits by transporting children and women to cities for
commercial sexual exploitation during major sporting events (Latonero, 2011). The Super
Bowl or any large event that provides a significant concentration of people in a relatively
confined urban area becomes a desirable location for a trafficker to bring their victims for the
purposes of commercial sexual exploitation (Roe-Sepowitz, Gallagher, & Hickle, 2014).
Major sporting events across the United States and the world attract the attention of millions
of viewers and fans, both in person and through countless media outlets.
The range of potential characteristics of victims is very broad. Virtually anyone can
become victims for traffickers. However, specific groups are at a higher risk than others.
International victims from impoverished areas are lured by traffickers with promises of a
good job and a better life. Domestic traffickers prey on the most vulnerable victims such as
children from a broken home or runaways with promises of love, affection and protection.
This study used the sex trafficking indicators to identify Backpage ads in order to discover
possible victims of sex trafficking (Wright, 2013).
Setting
The study took place at Mercyhurst University in the Anti-Human Trafficking Cell.
The Anti-Human Trafficking Cell supports NGOs in fighting human trafficking. The AntiHuman Trafficking Intelligence Cell is a study run organization that works with a NGO
partner on preventing Human Trafficking around the globe. It performs data analysis and
open source research on human trafficking indicators or incidents. The cell includes a private
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room with computers capable of running Tor web browser. Tor is free software that defends
the user from traffic analysis. This is a form of network surveillance which prevents
individuals from learning locations and browsing habits of other individuals (Tor Project,
2015). The study collected data from Backpage.com, focusing on the Santa Clara, CA,
region, using the Tor web browser for protection. The cell afforded the opportunity to study
sex trafficking indicators on sites like Backpage safely during the research period. It also
gave the required privacy for the study to be conducted.
Instruments/Measures
Data collected for the study was completed in two ways. First, literature was collected
on cases in order to evaluate human trafficking and the link to major sporting events. Data
was collected using content analysis to scan for sex trafficking indicators posted on
Backpage during the 2016 Super Bowl. Indicators were compiled into a list from literature
and research on the subject. When an ad placed on Backpage Santa Clara had an indicator of
sex trafficking, it was recorded and cross referenced using Google and other escort websites
for further analysis.
Instruments used to collect data include Tor software and a sex trafficking indicator
list. In order to ensure reliability and validity the same indicators were used throughout all
four phases of data collection.
Data Collection
Data for the study was collected from the Backpage escort section. The study focused
on ads posted to the Santa Clara, CA, region where the 2016 Super Bowl was held. Data
collection for this study was broken down into four phases. The first phase included
establishing an indicator list from previous literature and research on sex trafficking and the
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Internet. After that, using the indicators, an initial audit of the Backpage escort section was
completed, focusing on the Santa Clara, CA region. Once indicators of sex trafficking were
identified in Backpage ads, further analysis was conducted using Google and other escort
websites. Emails and phone numbers were extracted and placed into Google, looking for
other ads posted on sites like ScarletBook, Naughty Review, Escort Browser and USA Sex
Guide. Indicators were then documented for further analysis at the end of data collection.
These steps were repeated for each ad placed on the site between November 1 and November
14.
Following the steps in the first phase, the second phase of data collection took place
from January 24 through February 6, two weeks before the 2016 Super Bowl. The third
phase of collection took place from February 7 to February 13, the week of the Super Bowl.
The fourth phase of data collection took place on February 14 through to February 27, two
weeks after the Super Bowl.
In order to ensure validity and reliability of the data throughout data collection, an
indicator list was used for each phase of collection. Another way to ensure validity and
reliability was to collect initial only data from Backpage, Santa Clara region, then cross
reference it with the same websites starting with Google then ScarletBook, USA Sex Guide,
Escort Browser and Naughty Review.
Data Analysis
The reasoning behind combining both quantitative and qualitative data is to better
understand the research problems by converging both quantitative (content analysis) and
qualitative (detailed views) data. The first portion of the study used a qualitative approach in
order to examine the connection between human trafficking and major sporting events in
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depth. This was done by examining four major world sporting events; the 2004 Athens
Olympics, the 2006 Berlin World Cup, the 2010 Johannesburg World Cup and the 2011
Dallas Super Bowl. The second portion of the study used a quantitative approach in order to
evaluate ads placed on Backpage during the 2016 Super Bowl. The study used content
analysis to identify ads for indicators of sex trafficking placed in ads.
Examining the factors in this study showed the connection between human trafficking
and major sporting events. It also showed that sex trafficking did increase during the 2016
Super Bowl. The case study analysis focused on answering the first question: Is there a link
between human trafficking and major sporting events? This provided an in depth analysis of
events like the Olympics, World Cup and Super Bowl games and any human trafficking
connection. The analysis focused on proving there was an increase in sex trafficking linked
with each one of these events. It specifically drew on information and research on the 2006
Berlin World Cup, the 2010 South Africa World Cup, the 2004 Athens Olympics and the
2011 Dallas Super Bowl. Additional questions for these cases include:



If human trafficking increased in the area during the event, what was the state of
human trafficking in the area before the event?
What did they do to stop human trafficking, before and during the event?

The second portion of the study focused on the remaining questions including: does
human trafficking increase in the area where the Super Bowl is taking place: Is there an
increase in sex trafficking prior to the Super Bowl; What is the nature and scope of human
trafficking in the area during non-sporting events? This was done by collecting ads with sex
trafficking indicators over several different time frames. Indicators that were obtained
through literature and research completed on sex trafficking indicators online. The analysis
was based on several factors including the number of indicators an ad had, what the
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indicators were, the volume of total ads posted as well as the number of sex trafficking ads
posted during the time period.
The final research question posed in this study was answered with a combination of
both the literature and findings from Backpage. Content analysis was selected for this portion
of the study in order to analyze the content of communicated (text, words, etc.) information
through classification, tabulation and evaluation of its key symbols and themes to understand
its meaning or effect on something else. It is empirically grounded, exploratory in process,
predictive in intent and it can handle large volumes of electronic data (Krippendorff, 2012).
In this study content analysis was used to pick out key indicators (words and text) of sex
trafficking found on Backpage online ads. These indicators show the amount of sex
trafficking occurring in one area and also show any connection to events.

Figure 1. Demonstrates how indicators were recorded and documented for further
analysis.

Ethical Considerations
The ethical considerations include the content and nature of ads. The study evaluated
indicators of sex trafficking placed in ads on Backpage to identify the connection between
major sporting events and sex trafficking. Potential ethical concerns include finding cases of
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potential sex trafficking and potential cases involving minors. Data was collected in a private
room with computers that have TOR capabilities. Names and personal information connected
to these ads were not included in the study.
Chapter 3 Summary
This study used a mixed methods approach to identify the link between human
trafficking and major sporting events by studying the impact the Super Bowl has on sex
trafficking as indicated by an increase in the volume of ads placed on Backpage before,
during and the after the event. The first portion of the study focused on four cases of major
sporting events and human trafficking. The cases included the 2004 Athens Olympics, the
2006 Berlin World Cups, the 2010 Johannesburg World Cup and the 2011 Dallas Super
Bowl. The second portion of the study focused on sex trafficking and the connection to the
Super Bowl. This was completed by using content analysis to go through Backpage ads
posted for the Santa Clara, CA region. Data collection took place during four phases the first
phase took place during November 1 and November 14 for an initial audit of the site. This
was done in order to establish a baseline of sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage, Santa
Clara, CA, occurring while no major sporting event was taking place. The second phase of
data was collected using the same procedures as the first phase, two weeks before the 2016
Super Bowl between January 24 and February 6. The third phase of collection took place
during the week of the 2016 Super Bowl, February 7 to February 13. The fourth and final
phase of collection took place two weeks after the 2016 Super Bowl from February 14 to
February 27. This was done in order to capture the migration of sex traffickers, victims and
possible customers to and from the area. The results and findings of the study are discussed
in Chapter 4 of this study.
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RESULTS
Introduction
This chapter will examine the cases of the 2004 Athens Greece Olympics, the 2006
Berlin Germany World Cup, the 2010 Johannesburg South Africa World Cup and the 2011
Dallas Texas Super Bowl as well as the results of the data collected when monitoring sex
trafficking ads placed on Backpage during the 2016 Super Bowl.
2004 Athens Greece Olympics
What was Predicted
In the lead up to the 2004 Olympics the Trafficking in Persons (TIP) 2004 report
placed Greece on the Tier 2 Watch List. This classification meant that Greece did not fully
comply with the TVPA’s minimum standards. Greece’s classification also meant that the
country had a very high and significantly increasing number of different forms of trafficking
victims. According to the 2004 TIP, Greece did not show evidence of increasing efforts to
combating severe forms of trafficking from previous years.
Greece remains both a transit point and destination for women, men and children who
are trafficked for forced labor or sexual exploitation. Sex trafficking victims in Greece are
brought in from Eastern European countries including the Ukraine, Russia, Moldova,
Bulgaria, Albania and Romania (Department of State, 2004). Greece has several laws
including Greek Law 3064/ 2002 which criminalizes trafficking in persons for sexual
exploitation and forced labor. There are also penalties for similar crimes and rape. According
to Trafficking in Persons (2004), the Greek Government reported arresting 284 alleged
traffickers in 2003. The government reported rescuing 93 potential victims and getting 69
criminal convictions on trafficking charges (United States Department of State, 2004).
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A 2007 report released by The Future Group, highlighted data from the Greek
Ministry of Public Order which reported 49 cases of human trafficking, 284 perpetrators of
human trafficking and 93 victims of human trafficking in 2003. The Greek Ministry of
Public Order also reported an increase of 65 cases, 288 perpetrators and 181 victims of
human trafficking in 2004 the year of the Olympics. In 2005, a year after the Olympics, the
Greek Ministry of Public Order reported a decrease of 60 cases, 202 perpetrators and 137
victims of human trafficking (The Future Group, 2007).
There was a great deal of concern surrounding the Olympics with the legalization of
prostitution in Greece. Local NGOs in Greece recognized the potential risk that the Olympic
Games could lead to increases in women and girls being trafficked for sexual exploitation
within the country. Many critics believe that legalization of prostitution would make it easier
for traffickers to exploit victims, hiding them behind legal work permits for sex workers
(Hayes, 2010). According to Ham (2011), Athens officials attempted to enforce city
regulations for brothels such as only employing a maximum of three people, not operating
near a school and obtaining a permit in order to operate legally. City officials tried to shut
down 15 brothels, however according to Ham (2011) but inaccurate reporting by the media
led many to believe that the city was promoting sex tourism. The city issued 230 permits for
brothels before the 2004 Olympic Games. Scandinavia and several Eastern European
government ministers accused city officials of encouraging sex tourism. On the other hand,
KAGE, a Greek sex workers’ union, accused the city of encouraging illegal prostitution due
to their recent cracking down on legal brothels.
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What Actually Happened
During the 2004 Athens Greece Olympic Games, sex trafficking within the country
increased due to high demand. Greek authorities reported that sex trafficking increased by
95% in 2004 as a result of the large number of victims trafficked in for the games. The 2004
Athens Greece Olympic Games were held between August 13 and 24 in 2004 included
10,625 athletes, 45,000 volunteers, 21,500 media members and over 1 million tourists.
The 2007 Future Group report described increases in human trafficking even beyond
the games. The Future Group (2007) report that used comparative statistical data from the
Greek Ministry of Public Safety, indicated a 95% increase in the number of human
trafficking victims identified in 2004 by Greek authorities. The report states that the numbers
doubled during the year of the Olympics from previous years. In 2005, the number of known
trafficking victims declined by 24%; however, it still remained 17% higher than cases
reported in 2003 (The Future Group, 2007). Hayes (2010) and Matheson and Finkel (2013)
all sited The Future Group’s 2007 report in their research. Hayes (2010) stated that the sharp
increase in victims during 2004 suggested that the Games caused an increase in sex
trafficking in the country. Matheson and Finkel (2013) stated that due to the numbers a
correlation between the Olympics and an increase in human trafficking could not be
discounted.
However, there is one report that claims that there was no trafficking linked to the
games. Ham (2011) found no instances of trafficking for prostitution linked to the games.
Ham (2011) claimed that the 181 trafficked persons reported in 2004 occurred over the entire
year and were not related to the games themselves. Ham (2011) also reported that NGOs did
not report increases in trafficking due to the increased efforts in identifying victims.;
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however, the report stated that local NGOs did report finding 6 children that were trafficked
because of the games. Ham (2011) also reported that a local sex worker activist noted that
business did not increase during the games.
Preparation for Olympics
The Greek Government took a number of measures in order to address the concerns
about human trafficking and the Olympics. The government put on seminars for judges and
prosecutors on human trafficking as well as making legal aid arrangements to assist victims
of human trafficking. The Greek Government also created a program to monitor and
investigate trafficking in children (Ham, 2011). The government also increased border
security and awareness campaigns (London Councils and GLE, 2011). Terre des hommes
and other NGOs focused on preventing child trafficking coming from Albania during the
Olympics (The Future Group, 2007).
2006 Berlin Germany World Cup
What was Predicted
According to Ham (2011) the Association of German Cities first claimed that 40,000
women would be imported for the 2006 World Cup but later disclaimed the figure. The
Council of Europe estimated that during the 2006 World Cup, 30,000 to 60,000 women
would be trafficked. According to Ham (2011), many NGOs and law enforcement officials
later argued that the figures were unrealistic. According to NGO experts and law
enforcement officials, typically 1,000 victims of trafficking are found in Germany, a spike of
40,000 would be highly unlikely. Even though these estimates were widely disclaimed,
media and politicians continued to spread the information. The 2006 Trafficking in Persons
report released by the United States State Department classified Germany as a Tier 1 country
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(United States State Department, 2006). According to Tavella (2007) in the months leading
up to the 2006 World Cup in Germany, many predictions of human trafficking increases
linked to the event were projected. An estimated 40,000 women and children were supposed
to have been trafficked to Germany in order to serve the needs of millions of World Cup
Fans. According to Tavella’s (2007) research this estimate was almost immediately
disclaimed by German officials and other trafficking experts as being unrealistic, although
the media had already spread the information.
Prior to the World Cup, Germany had already had a history of trafficking issues.
Germany in December of 2000 signed the Trafficking Protocol, but only ratified it on June
14, 2006 less than one week before the World Cup. According to Morrow (2008), Germany
is a very popular destination country for traffickers. During the 2006 Trafficking in Persons
Report the country achieved a Tier 1 rating for the eighth year running even though it
remains a high transit region. Most victims come from Central and Eastern Europe, Africa,
and Asia, though there have been cases with North and South American victims as well. The
German Government in 2004 identified 972 victims of human trafficking, 127 of those
victims were German citizens (United States State Department, 2006). There have been
reports of forced labor, domestic servitude and sexual exploitation. Morrow (2008) stipulated
that it could not be an accident that Germany finally ratified the Palermo Protocol against
human trafficking in the midst of the international attention focused on the World Cup.
Another issue surrounding the 2006 World Cup was the legalization of prostitution in
Germany. Prostitution is recognized as a legal profession in Germany. Sex workers are
recognized as employees and qualify for social benefits and health insurance (Ham, 2011).
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What Actually Happened
Sex trafficking did not increase during the 2006 Berlin Germany World Cup because
the increased efforts of the German Federal Government and Police forces to tackle the
issues. Many reports have also linked the lack of increase in sex trafficking around the World
Cup to the fact that prostitution is legal in Germany.
The 2006 Berlin Germany World Cup took place from June 09 till July 09, 2006.
According to FIFA, during the 2006 World Cup games an average of 49,670 people attended
per match throughout the 64 match long event. According to Hayes (2010) the Federal
Criminal Police Office in Germany investigated 33 cases of suspected sex trafficking around
the time of the World Cup. However, the office later concluded that only 5 of those cases
were directly linked to the World Cup. Ham (2011) found similar information from the
International Organization of Migration which stated 33 cases of human trafficking were
reported during the World Cup to the Federal Criminal Police Office.
Ham (2011) and Matheson and Finkel (2013) also discovered that out of those 33
cases only 5 cases were linked to the World Cup. The 5 cases involved 4 female victims and
1 male victim between the ages of 18-21 from Bulgaria, Hungary, the Czech Republic and
Germany (Ham, 2011). According to multiple reports prostitution in the area did increase
during the World Cup. Police reports state that the number of prostitutes did increase around
game venues and in surrounding areas (Hayes, 2010). According to Hayes’ (2010) research,
prostitutes from other regions in Germany travelled to the area to work at the games.
However, according to the German Government the number of sex workers only increased in
Munich as a result of the World Cup but trafficking did not increase (Ham, 2011).
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Preparation for World Cup
Under international scrutiny Germany developed legislation, preventative and
prosecutorial techniques in order to prepare for the World Cup. The Government also
increased legalization and transparency of the sex industry allowing for more police
oversight. Germany recently amended their Criminal Code in order to fight human
trafficking. In 2006, Germany offered counseling centers for protection and shelter for
trafficking victims as well as funded a series of public awareness campaigns sponsored by
NGOs based domestically and from abroad (Morrow 2008). Four major information
campaigns included the Final Whistle Stop Forced Prostitution, the Red Card for Sexual
Exploitation and Forced Prostitution, Stop Forced Prostitution, and Action Against Forced
Prostitution in order to get the message out (Hayes 2010). Another government funded
campaign that NGOs ran included a 24 hour hotline for victims of trafficking. This helped
enable anonymous reporting by clients of prostitutes who may suspect trafficking. It also
offered helplines for victims of trafficking. NGOs also launched public events, mailing
campaigns, websites, radio and TV events as well as information and assistance at shelters
(The Future Group, 2007).
NGOs also worked closely with police in the field before and during the games
(Morrow 2008). German police targeted sex workers and raided brothels looking for
trafficking victims. They also intensified checks on brothels for legal permits (Ham, 2011).
German police increased their presence in the 12 cities where games were played during the
World Cup. Police also increased intelligence gathering, undercover investigations and
additional training on human trafficking for police officers. State law enforcement agencies
created a special office to investigate trafficking cases (Morrow, 2008).
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2010 Johannesburg South Africa World Cup
What was Predicted
The 2010 World Cup was the first “football” World Cup that Africa had ever hosted
(Bonthuys, 2012). With that came immense pressure for it to run as smoothly as possible.
The 2010 Johannesburg South African World Cup took place from June 11th to July 11th.
According to FIFA, 3,178, 856 people attended the 2010 World Cup games. The country saw
a boom in tourism related to the games. Tourists spent R3.64 billion in South African Rand,
which is around 200 million in dollars. This is no surprise since many countries see a boost in
their economies after major events like the World Cup. Along with a predicted boost in the
economy, the media as well as David Bayever, deputy chairperson of South Africa’s Central
Drug Authority (CDA), predicted a large influx in sex trafficking victims into the country to
supply the demand for sex during the games (Whitely, 2011). According to Ham (2011),
40,000 extra prostitutes, foreign prostitutes, trafficked women, and forced prostitutes were
predicted to enter the country for the event. Various media outlets in the country reported that
the South African Central Drug Authority claimed 40,000 women would be imported for the
games (Ham, 2011). Other media reports predicted that up to 60,000 people would be
trafficked into the country for the games (London Councils and GLE, 2011).
Public fears of large scale trafficking victims did not stop at the border, even
international media reported on the possible increased influx of trafficked people into South
Africa for the 2010 World Cup. On March 8th, 2010, News Today reported that, according to
the Central Drug Authority, as many as 40,000 were expected to arrive in the country ahead
of the games. Other claims reported drug lords and pimps already recruiting teenage girls for
sex work by getting them hooked on drugs prior to the games. According to international
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reports, 10,000 children were reported trafficked into the country for the games (Bonthuys,
2012).
Leading up to the 2010 World Cup games, there were many predictions of large
amounts of women and children being brought into the country for sexual exploitation.
However, several researchers, government representatives, sex workers’ rights groups and
the International Organization for Migration argued that those numbers were unfounded
(Ham, 2011). According to the humanitarian group Integrated Regional Information
Networks (IRIN) the actual extent of human trafficking in South Africa is unknown. South
Africa received a Tier 2 ranking from the Trafficking in Persons 2010 report. The country
currently still holds a Tier 2 ranking, according to the Trafficking in Persons 2015 report.
According to Tavella (2007), South Africa has failed to show increased efforts to address
trafficking. The country remains a source, transit, and destination country for trafficked men,
women and children for forced labor and sex. Traffickers in South African typically, bring
women from outside of the country. According to Tavella (2007), women are mostly
trafficked from Thailand, China, and Eastern Europe. Traffickers promise women jobs in
restaurants. When they arrive, they are forced to work 15 hour days to pay off travel debts or
they are forced into sex trafficking. A common practice by traffickers in South Africa is to
transport new arrivals into the country first and then sell them to brothels. Refugees are one
of the most vulnerable groups in South Africa for sex trafficking.
There is also an alarming demand for young girls for sex in South Africa. Virgins and
less experienced girls are preferred in order to reduce the risk of HIVs and AIDs. Many men
who have HIV and/or AIDs believe that having sex with virgins would cure them of the
disease Tavella (2007).
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What Actually Happened
Sex trafficking did increase during the 2010 World Cup in South Africa. This was
partially due to the high demand and culture norms. According to the London Councils and
GLE (2011) report, Cape Town’s Vice Squad claimed to have found 11 victims of trafficking
for sexual exploitation during the World Cup. The report claimed the victims were from
outside South Africa. The Vice Squad also reported that many of the girls they encountered
over the year were underage and seemed to have been groomed for and coerced into the sex
trade. Many had come from poor and rural areas. During the year leading up to the World
Cup, there was a large increase in the number of brothels and sex trade activity. The
Salvation Army offered services to victims of trafficking during the World Cup. The group
claimed to have referred 70 victims of trafficking to local police (London Council and GLE,
2011). According to Delva et al, (2011) the number of sex workers advertising online
increased around 5.9 percent during the World Cup. Their research discovered a small
increase in the number of sex workers advertising online during the World Cup.
They also discovered a 9.3% increase shortly after the World Cup. A study by the
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and the Sex Work Education and Advocacy
Taskforce (SWEAT) monitored the supply and demand of female sex workers around the
2010 World Cup. The study found there was not a significant change (Mollins, 2012). The
Counter Trafficking Coalition ran a national human trafficking hotline during the 2010
World Cup (IRIN, 2011). According to the coalition they received around 500 calls per
month. The coalition also reported seeing a dwindling of calls per month to about 250 in the
months after the games. The group believes it is not because trafficking cases have gone
down but because awareness of the issue has decreased (IRIN, 2011).
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Preparation for World Cup
South Africa in 2000 signed the Palermo Protocol. The protocol was later ratified in
2004 however South Africa has done little to further legislation against human trafficking. In
South Africa, traffickers can only be prosecuted for committing crimes that are related to
other crimes. These include kidnapping, assault, extortion and slavery. The Sexual Offenses
Act implemented by South Africa partially complies with the Palermo Protocol. It created
regulations that made trafficking for sexual exploitation an offense punishable by life in jail.
South Africa also implemented The Children’s Act which made provisions for criminalizing
trafficking of children (Hayes, 2010). According to Sutherland (2009) local police and nongovernmental organizations launched campaigns before the 2010 World Cup. One campaign
that was launched was called the Red Light 2010 in July 2009. It was an effort by police and
non-governmental organizations to create awareness among citizens about trafficking and
victims (Sutherland, 2009).
According to Brackenridge, et al (2013) many organizations extended their hotline
hours during the World Cup. IOM’s SACTAP hotline extended its hours, while the Salvation
Army ran a hotline in seven different languages, SWEAT also ran a helpline for sex workers.
There were also toll free numbers for Life Line and Rape Crisis (Brackenridge, et al, 2013).
2011 Dallas Texas Super Bowl
What was Predicted
The 2011 Super Bowl was held on February 6th, 2011 in Arlington, Texas at the
Cowboys’ Stadium, the AT&T Stadium. This was the first time the Super Bowl was held in
the Dallas Fort Worth area. The total number of spectators at the game was around 100,000.
According to Ham (2011), anywhere from 10,000 to 100,000 sex workers would flood the
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area during the Super Bowl. In Ham’s report (2011), the Texas Attorney General Greg
Abbott claimed that “the Super Bowl was one of the biggest human trafficking events in the
United States.” Wright (2013) cited that the Super Bowl was one of the largest sex trafficking
events each year in the United States. According to research conducted by Wright (2013),
individual states that have hosted the Super Bowl have taken a variety of steps in order to
address the issues surrounding the event especially sex trafficking. Texas was considered a
very high risk because of its southern location and international border with Mexico.
According to Wright (2013), 20 percent of human trafficking victims in the United States
travel through Texas. Texas is known as a major destination and transit state for trafficking in
the United States. This is partially due to its massive size, population and international
border. Once in the state it is fairly easy for victims to be transported from city to city along
Interstate 10. According to Wright (2013), Interstate 10 is recognized as one of the most
utilized avenues for transportation of victims by traffickers.
According to the Trafficking in Persons 2011 report the United States is considered a
Tier 1 country (Department of State, 2011). The most recent Trafficking in Persons 2015
report continued to list the United States as a Tier 1 category (Department of State, 2015).
According to the Polaris State rating system focused on human trafficking in the United
States, Texas is ranked as a Tier 1 state. Texas in 2011 received an overall ranking of nine.
The state complied with sex trafficking provisions, labor trafficking provisions, asset
forfeiture and investigative tools, training requirements and or human trafficking task forces,
post human trafficking hotlines, lower burden of proof for sex trafficking of minors, victim
assistance, and access to civil damages (Polaris, 2011).
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What Actually Happened
Sex trafficking did increase during the 2011 Super Bowl. This was partially a result
of high demand as well as geographic ease. Several studies found an increase in sex
trafficking activity during the event. Latonero (2011) conducted research on Backpage during
the 2011 Dallas Super Bowl. He collected ads between December 27, 2010 and February 6,
2011. The approximate number of ads placed on Backpage during the time period was 5,500.
Latonero found a spike in the number of posts unique to February 5th and 6th. According to
the study more than 300 escort ads were posted on both February 5th and 6th while the
number of posts on Super Bowl Sunday increased by 136 percent.
According to Kuzma (2012), Traffick911, during the 2011 Super Bowl, 59
commercial sex related arrests were made during the week of the Super Bowl. Traffick911
also reported that 11 of those arrests were suspected to be involved in human trafficking.
Klass KIDS Foundation and Free International, nonprofits that worked to track missing
children and underage human trafficking victims during the Super Bowl documented an
increase in sex trafficking activity during the Super Bowl. The group reported an increase
from 135 online escort ads posted on January 15th, 2011 to 367 online escort ads on February
5th, 2011, one day before the Super Bowl.
According to Wright (2013), the exact number of girls trafficked in for the 2011
Super Bowl remains unknown. However, experts agree that it was in the thousands, making
the number of “Johns” even higher. The North Texas Trafficking Task Force, in conjunction
with 17other federal state and local agencies, arrested 133 people for prostitution during the
2011 Super Bowl (Wright, 2013). According to Mollins (2012), one trafficking victim led
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authorities to her trafficker, who was arrested and then charged by the Attorney General’s
Office.
Preparation for Super Bowl
In 2003, Texas made trafficking of humans a criminal offense. Leading up to the
2011 Super Bowl, Texas also increased law enforcement as well as creating the Texas
Human Trafficking Prevention Task Force. The Texas Human Trafficking Prevention Task
Force is composed of a group of agencies and individuals whose main goal is to increase
awareness of human trafficking in Texas as well as to better understand the routes of
traffickers in order to help eliminate demand for all types of human trafficking (Wright,
2013).
2016 Santa Clara, California Super Bowl
Background
This portion of the study will focus on escort ads placed on Backpage during the 2016
Super Bowl in Santa Clara, California. An initial test of ads placed on the site was completed
during November 1st through November 14th. This was done in order to identify and establish
a baseline of how many ads were posted and how many suspected sex trafficking ads were
placed on Backpage when no major sporting event was occurring. Backpage was monitored
again two weeks before the Super Bowl, the week of the Super Bowl, and two weeks after
the Super Bowl in order to track whether or not there was an increase in escort and suspected
sex trafficking ads placed on the site. The following results are broken down by the week that
data was collected as well as by sex trafficking indicators.
The 2016 Super Bowl took place on February 7th at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara,
California. It is important to note that the 2016 Super Bowl marked the 50th Super Bowl in
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NFL history. The 2016 Super Bowl was the third most watched broadcast in United States
TV history with an average 111.9 million TV viewers (Pallotta and Stelter, 2016). However
this number is considered to be even higher, since the number of people who streamed the
game online or watched at bars where not counted. According to the Super Bowl 50 Host
Committee, that organized fan events for the game 1.1 million people visited the host city for
the many events. Around 300,000 attended the final weekend (Harden, 2016). According to
CBS Sports 71, 088 fans actually attended the game on February 7th (Breech, 2016).
Main Results
The study found a significant increase in the total number of ads posted to Backpage
as well as an increase in the number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted leading up to,
during, and after the Super Bowl. The study also found that suspected sex trafficking
remained high after the Super Bowl. However, there was sharp decrease shortly after the
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Figure 2. Main results of study
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Super Bowl on February 12th through the 14th. Suspected sex trafficking ads and escorts ads
increased drastically in the area after the Super Bowl. Suspected sex trafficking ads
remained low two weeks before the Super Bowl. However, suspected sex trafficking ads
began to increase February 4th, three days before the Super Bowl.
The following sections are broken down into two parts. The first section breaks down
the ad placement data, which breaks down each week’s numbers. The second section breaks
down the indicators analysis, which highlights the top indicators for each week.

Week 1: November 1st to November
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Figure 3. Human Trafficking Activity during Week One: November 1st to November 7th
Add Placement Data
The total number of ads posted to Backpage during the week of November 1st to
November 7th was 369 ads. The total number of suspected trafficking ads posted to the site
was 151. The largest number of ads was posted on November 7th, at 102, which also had the
largest number of suspected sex trafficking ads at 43. The second largest number of ads
posted on Backpage was 101 on November 4th. That same day had the second largest total
number of suspected sex trafficking ads at 31. The average number of suspected sex
trafficking ads posted during the week was 21.5. The average total number of ads posted to
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Backpage was 52.7. The average number of suspected sex trafficking ads for the week was
21.5 per day. The lowest number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted on Backpage during
the week was on November 1st with 11 ads. Suspected sex trafficking ads that week ranged
from 11 to 43.

Week 2: November 8th to November
14th
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Figure 4. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Two: November 8th to November
14th

During week two, there was a small increase in the number of ads and the number of
suspected sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage. The total number of ads posted to
Backpage during the week of November 8th to November 14th was 368. Out of 368, sex
trafficking indicators were found in 209 ads. The largest number of ads was posted on
November 10th at 106. November 10th also had the largest number of suspected sex
trafficking ads at 60. The second largest number of ads posted was on November 14th, with
88 total ads, which also included the second largest number of suspected sex trafficking ads
at 64. The average total number of ads posted to Backpage daily was 52.6 ads. The average
number of suspected sex trafficking ads during the week was 24.4 per day. The lowest
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number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted on Backpage was on November 8th with 10
ads.

Week 3: January 24th to January 30th
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Figure 5. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Three: January 24th to January 30th

Week three again saw a small increase in ads compared to week one and two. The
total number of ads posted to Backpage during January 24th to January 30th was 389. The
total number of suspected sex trafficking ads was 171. The largest number of ads posted
during the week of January 24th to January 30th was January 26th which also had the largest
number of suspected sex trafficking ads. The second largest number of ads posted was 76 on
January 30th. However the second largest number of suspected sex trafficking ads was on
January 29th with 29. The average number of ads posted to the page was 55.6 per day. The
average number of suspected sex trafficking ads for the week was 24.4 per day. The lowest
number of suspected trafficking ads was posted on January 25th at 13 ads.
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Week 4: January 31st to February 6th
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Figure 6. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Four: January 31st to February 6th
There was a significant increase in activity on Backpage during the week of January
31st to February 6th, the week before the Super Bowl. The total number of ads posted to
Backpage during the week was 867. Total number of suspected sex trafficking ads was 298.
The largest number of ads posted during the week was on February 6th, the day before the
Super Bowl, at 199. Out of the 199 ads, 96 were flagged as suspected sex trafficking ads. The
second largest number of ads posted during the week was on February 5th with 163. Out of
the 163, 71 were flagged has having indicators of sex trafficking. The average number of ads
posted to Backpage during the week was 123.9 per day. The average number of suspected
sex trafficking ads was 42.6 per day. The lowest amount of ads posted was on February 3rd
with 54 in total. January 31st and February 2nd saw the lowest number of suspected sex
trafficking ads at 22.
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Week 5: February 7th to February
13th
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Figure 7. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Five: February 7th to February 13th

The week of February 7th and February 13th saw the largest increase in ads posted to
Backpage as well as the largest increase in the number of suspected sex trafficking ads. The
total number of ads posted during the week was 925. The total number of suspected sex
trafficking ads was 441. The largest number of ads posted during the week was on February
10th at 198; however, the largest number of suspected sex trafficking ads was posted on
February 7th, the day of the Super Bowl, at 87. The second largest number of ads posted to
Backpage during the week was on February 11th with 177 ads. February 11th also had the
second highest number of suspected sex trafficking ads with 80. The average number of ads
posted to Backpage during the week was 132.14 per day. The average number of suspected
sex trafficking ads was 63 per day. The lowest number of total ads posted to Backpage was
on February 12th with 56. The lowest number of suspected sex trafficking ads was on
February 13th with a total of 38.
The day of the Super Bowl saw a total of 173 ads, the third highest of the week. The
week following the Super Bowl saw four days of high activity and then drastically decreased
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at the end of the week. February 12th saw a total of 56 ads, 39 suspected sex trafficking ads
and February 13th saw a total of 60 ads, 38 of which were suspected sex trafficking ads.
February 8th through 11th saw over 100 ads. Suspected sex trafficking ads remained high
during the beginning of the week, with February 8th at 70, February 9th at 51, February 10th at
76 and February 11th at 80.
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Figure 8. Shows the activity leading up to the Super Bowl and activity
after the Super Bowl.
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Week 6: February 14th to February
20th
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Figure 9. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Six: February 14th to February 20th

The week of February 14th and February 20th saw an increase in overall ads posted on
Backpage. During the week after the Super Bowl the number of overall escort ads posted on
Backpage increased to 1,148. The total number of suspected sex trafficking ads remained at
441 during the week, the same amount as seen during the week of the Super Bowl. The
largest number of ads were posted on February 17th with 221 ads overall. February 17th also
had the largest amount of suspected sex trafficking ads at 96. The second largest number of
ads posted on Backpage during the week was on February 15th with 206 total ads. The second
largest number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted on Backpage was posted on February
16th with 80 ads. The average number of ads posted to Backpage during the week was 164
per day. The average number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted to the site during the
week was 63 ads per day. The lowest number of total ads posted on Backpage was on
February 14th at 75. The lowest number of suspected sex trafficking ads was on February 14th
with a total of 28 ads.
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Week 7: February 21st to February
27th
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Figure 10. Human Trafficking Activity during Week Seven: February 21st to February
27th

During the week of February 21st to February 27th the total number of ads decreased
to 1,105. The total number of suspected sex trafficking ads increased to 541 ads. The largest
number of total ads posted was on February 27th at 195. The largest number of suspected sex
trafficking ads was also posted on that day at 108. This is the highest number of suspected
sex trafficking ads during the entire experiment. The second largest number of ads posted
during the week was on February 23rd at 180. The second largest number of suspected sex
trafficking ads was also posted on that day at 87. The average number of ads posted during
the week was 157.9. The average number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted during the
week was 77.3 ads. The lowest number of ads posted during the week was on February 25th
at 110. The lowest number of suspected sex trafficking ads posted during the week was also
on February 25th with 63 ads.
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Indicator Analysis
The following sections breakdown the number of indicators that were found in each
suspected sex trafficking ad placed on Backpage during the study. The indicators were used
to determine whether or not ads were possible sex trafficking incidents. This list was derived
from a list of sex trafficking and domestic minor sex trafficking indicators produced by the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Polaris Project and Orphan Secure, as well as
research done by the Anti Human Trafficking Cell at Mercyhurst University, along with
previous literature on the subject. The following table defines each indicator that was used
during the study.
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Table 1. Sex Trafficking Indicators
Indicators

No AA Men

Ads placed in Multiple Cities
Ads placed in Multiple States
“Only here for a limited time/ New in
Town”

Out of state area code

Associated with a Business or Business
Number
Ads for events, specials, shows, modeling

Message Ads
Different Ages Used in Different Ads
Different Alias Used in Different Ads
Potential Restricted Movement: Incalls
Shared Management
Ads posted by third party

Explanations
In the American Human Trafficking Model
also known as the “Pimp Model,” this refers
to no African American Men. No AA is a
signal to other pimps that the women in the
ad have a pimp. Also seen as No Black
Men, White Men Only, No BM.
Ads placed in Multiple Cities indicates that
traffickers move a victim between cities.
Ads placed in Multiple States indicates that
traffickers move a victim between states.
Traffickers transport victims in and out of
cities, this is also referred to as “cycling.”
Traffickers cycle victims in and out of
areas.
Traffickers cycle victims in and out of
areas, including states. Cell phone numbers
can be connections to where victims or
traffickers are actually from.
Phone numbers or emails in ads are linked
to businesses such as massage parlors, nail
salons or restaurants.
Ads may be linked to an event, show or
modeling site. The advertisements may have
a specific date, time or location.
Ads may advertise for message ads, Nuru
messages or massage parlors.
Discrepancies in age within or across
multiple ads placed online.
Discrepancies in aliases within or across
multiple ads placed online.
Incall Only: individual in ad may be
restricted to hotel room, massage parlor, etc.
Ads reference multiple providers with a
shared phone number.
Third person language used in ad.
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November 1st- November 7th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
ADS POSTED BY THIRD PARTY
ADS REFERENCE SHARED PHONE AND…
DIFFERENT ALIASES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
ADS FOR EVENTS/SPECIAL SHOWS/MODELING
ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATED W/ BUSINESS NUMBER
OUT OF STATE AREA CODE
"ONLY HERE FOR A LIMITED TIME/ NEW IN…
ADS IN MULTIPLE STATES
ADS IN MULTIPLE CITIES
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Figure 11. Indicator Analysis during Week One: November 1st to November 7th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during November 1st through to November 7th
were ads advertising in multiple cities, restricted movement, no AA men, "only here for a
limited time/ new in town," and different aliases used in different ads. Out of the 151
suspected sex trafficking ads posted, 151 were also posted in multiple cities; 56 ads had
restricted movement, 49 ads had no AA men, 48 ads included “only here for a limited time/
new in town,” and 38 ads had different aliases used in different ads.
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November 8th- November 14th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
ADS POSTED BY THIRD PARTY
ADS REFERENCE SHARED PHONE AND…
DIFFERENT ALIASES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
ADS FOR EVENTS/SPECIAL SHOWS/MODELING
ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATED W/ BUSINESS NUMBER
OUT OF STATE AREA CODE
"ONLY HERE FOR A LIMITED TIME/ NEW IN TOWN"
ADS IN MULTIPLE STATES
ADS IN MULTIPLE CITIES
NO AA MEN
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Figure 12. Indicator Analysis during Week Two: November 8th to November 14th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during November 8th to November 14th were
ads advertising in multiple cities, “only here for a limited time/ new in town,” restricted
movement, different aliases used in different ads and massage ads. Out of the 209 suspected
sex trafficking ads, 202 ads were posted in multiple cities, 110 ads included “only here for a
limited time/ new in town,” 98 had restricted movement, 90 included different aliases used in
different ads, 81 were massage ads and add-ons.
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January 24th- January 30th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
ADS POSTED BY THIRD PARTY
ADS REFERENCE SHARED PHONE AND MANAGEMENT
DIFFERENT ALIASES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
ADS FOR EVENTS/SPECIAL SHOWS/MODELING
ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATED W/ BUSINESS NUMBER
OUT OF STATE AREA CODE
"ONLY HERE FOR A LIMITED TIME/ NEW IN TOWN"
ADS IN MULTIPLE STATES
ADS IN MULTIPLE CITIES
NO AA MEN
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Figure 13. Indicator Analysis during Week Three: January 24th to January 30th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during January 24th to January 30th were ads
advertising in multiple cities, “only here for a limited time/ new in town,” ads with shared
management and phone, ads with different aliases used in different ads, and ads posted with
different ages in different ads. Out of the 171 suspected sex trafficking ads 171 were placed
in multiple cities, 110 displayed the words “only here for a limited time/ new in town,” 95
displayed a shared phone and management, 94 had multiple ads with different aliases, and 83
had multiple ads with different ages.
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January 31st- February 6th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
ADS POSTED BY THIRD PARTY
ADS REFERENCE SHARED PHONE AND MANAGEMENT
DIFFERENT ALIASES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
ADS FOR EVENTS/SPECIAL SHOWS/MODELING
ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
ASSOCIATED W/ BUSINESS NUMBER
OUT OF STATE AREA CODE
"ONLY HERE FOR A LIMITED TIME/ NEW IN TOWN"
ADS IN MULTIPLE STATES
ADS IN MULTIPLE CITIES
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Figure 14. Indicator Analysis during Week Four: January 31st to February 6th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during January 31st to February 6th were ads
advertising in multiple cities, ads with shared management and phones, included words like
“only here for a limited time/ new in town,” had different aliases in multiple ads, were
written by a third party and had different ages in multiple ads. Out of 298 suspected sex
trafficking ads posted to Backpage, 295 ads were posted in multiple cities, 203 displayed a
shared phone and management, 187 displayed the words “only here for a limited time/ new in
town,” 180 had multiple ads with different aliases, 151 were written by a third party, and 152
had multiple ads posted with different ages. Another notable indicator for that week was
restricted movement with 133 ads mentioning incalls or outcalls only.
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February 7th- February 13th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
ADS POSTED BY THIRD PARTY
ADS REFERENCE SHARED PHONE AND…
DIFFERENT ALIASES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
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ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
0
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Figure 15. Indicator Analysis during Week Five: February 7th to February 13th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during February 7th to February 13th were ads
advertising in multiple cities, ads with shared management and phones, ads posted by third
parties, multiple ads posted with different aliases, and ads displaying words “only here for a
limited time/ new in town.” Out of the 441 suspected sex trafficking ads posted during the
week, 441 ads were posted in multiple cities, 323 ads referenced restricted movement, 321
ads referenced shared management and phone numbers, 279 ads were posted by a third party,
and 275 ads were posted multiple times using different aliases.
Other notable indicators of sex trafficking or prostitution during the week included
270 ads that referenced “only here for a limited time or new in town,” 226 ads were posted
multiple times with different ages, 130 ads referenced massage add-ons, 124 ads mentioned
no AA, and 112 ads specifically referenced an event, special, or show.

80

Figure 16. Shows an advertisement on
Backpage during the Super Bowl.

Figure 17. Shows an example of ads placed
on Backpage during the Super Bowl
weekend.

During February 7th, the day of the Super Bowl, 40 ads referenced the event or specials
because of the event. Ads were also posted to Backpage posters, Figure 16, advertising ways
to keep their posts at the top of the list.

February 14th - February 20th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
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DIFFERENT AGES USED IN DIFFERENT ADS
MASSAGE ADS AND ADD-ON
146
ADS FOR EVENTS/SPECIAL SHOWS/MODELING
110
ADS IN ANOTHER LANGUAGE
1
ASSOCIATED W/ BUSINESS NUMBER
71
OUT OF STATE AREA CODE
29
"ONLY HERE FOR A LIMITED TIME/ NEW IN TOWN"
ADS IN MULTIPLE STATES
43
ADS IN MULTIPLE CITIES
NO AA MEN
131
0

243
264
340
303
254

279
441

50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400 450 500

Figure 18. Indicator Analysis during Week Six: February 14th to February 20th
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The top five sex trafficking indicators during February 14th to February 20th were ads
posted in multiple cities, shared management and phones, ads posted in different aliases used
in different ads, ads referencing “only here for a limited time/ new in town,” ads posted by a
third party. Out of 441 suspected sex trafficking ads posted during the week after the Super
Bowl, 441 ads were posted in multiple cities, 340 ads included shared management and
phone numbers, 303 ads were posted with different alias in multiple ads, 279 ads referenced
“only here for a limited time/ new in town,” and 264 were written by a third party. Other
notable indicators during the week included different ages used in different ads (254),
potential restricted movement (243), massage add-ons (146), no AA men (131), and special
events (110).

February 21st - February 27th
POTENTIAL RESTRICTED MOVEMENT/ IN CALLS
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Figure 19. Indicator Analysis during Week Seven: February 21st to February 27th

The top five sex trafficking indicators during February 21st to February 27th were ads
that referenced shared management and phone numbers, ads that referenced “only here for a
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limited time/ new in town,” ads that were posted in with different aliases in different ads, and
ads posted by a third party. Out of 541 ads posted 541 ads were posted for multiple cities,
402 ads referenced shared management and phone numbers, 373 referenced “only here for a
limited time/ new in town,” 350 ads posted had different aliases used in different ads, and
335 ads were posted by a third party. Other notable indicators during the week included 313
that referenced potential restricted movement, 280 ads referenced different ages in different
ads, 221 ads referenced massage add-ons, 172 referenced no AA men and 147 ads referenced
a special event, show or special. 88 ads were associated with business numbers and 52 ads
had a state area code not from California. Only 5 posts referenced or used another language.
Summary
The results of the experiment support the hypothesis that there is an empirical link
between human trafficking and major sporting events. There was an increase in sex
trafficking during the 2016 Super Bowl. Sex trafficking ads did increase during the week of
the Super Bowl. The number of sex trafficking ads did increase two weeks before the Super
Bowl; however, the largest amount of activity was two days before the Super Bowl. Sex
trafficking ads remained high after the Super Bowl as well.
Sex trafficking did increase during the 2004 Athens Greece Olympics, 2010 South
African World Cup and the 2011 Dallas, Texas Super Bowl. This was due to lack of sex
trafficking laws, geographic and cultural demographics of the regions. However, sex
trafficking did not increase during the 2006 World Cup.
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CONCLUSION
Introduction
Sex trafficking continues to be an issue surrounding major sporting events around the
world. Due to the underground nature of the trafficking, it is difficult to track, which allows
sex trafficking to continue to thrive and grow. As technology has increased so has sex
trafficking. Websites like Backpage have allowed traffickers to reach a much boarder market
safely. Sites like Backpage are more convenient and safer for “Johns,” because of the privacy
it allows them.
The following section outlines the study as well as its findings. It also discusses
several implications that arose during the study and highlights recommendations for further
study.
Summary of the Study
The study was divided into two portions. The first portion of the study examined the
2004 Athens Greece Olympics, the 2006 Berlin Germany World Cup, the 2010 Johannesburg
South Africa World Cup and the 2011 Dallas Texas Super Bowl. This portion of the study
focused on predictions, what actually occurred and what preparations the country or city
made prior to the event.
The second portion of the study examined the 2016 Super Bowl. This consisted of
analyzing whether or not there was an increase in activity of escort ads placed on Backpage
during the 2016 Super Bowl. Also in the second part, content analysis was utilized to
examine whether escort ads contained sex trafficking indicators. Sex trafficking indicators
included:


No AA Men
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Ads in Multiple Cities
Ads in Multiple States
“Only here for a limited time/ New in Town”
Out of State Area Code
Ads Associated with Business Numbers
Ads in Another Language
Ads for Events/ Special Events/ Shows/ Modeling
Massage Ads/ Massage Add-Ons
Different Ages Used in Different Ads
Different Aliases Used in Different Ads
Shared Management and Shared Phone Numbers
Ads Posted by Third Party
Potential Restricted Movement: Incall/ Out Calls Only

Once ads were identified with potential indicators of sex trafficking, telephone numbers on
ads were then taken and cross-referenced using Google in order to track movement and other
indicators.
Information was gathered over several weeks in phases. The first phase of collection
took place when there was no event taking place in the area between November 1 and
November 14. The second phase of collection took place two weeks prior to the Super Bowl,
starting on January 24th and ending February 6th. The third phase of collection took place the
week of the Super Bowl, February 7th to February 13th. The fourth phase of collection took
place two weeks after the Super Bowl from February 14th to February 27th. Collection phases
were set up in order to track the migration of sex traffickers, victims and possible customers
to and from the area.
Discussion of the Findings
Hypothesis 1: There is an empirical link between human trafficking and major sporting
events.
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The findings of the study support the hypothesis that there is an empirical link
between human trafficking and major sporting events. The study examined four previous
major sporting events, the 2004 Athens Greece Olympics, the 2006 Berlin Germany World
Cup, the 2010 Johannesburg South Africa World Cup and the 2011 Dallas Texas Super
Bowl.
During the 2004 Athens Greece Olympics, sex trafficking increased due to the high
demand and the lack of preventative measures in place. The 2010 World Cup in
Johannesburg South Africa also experienced an increase in sex trafficking during the games
due to cultural norms and high demand. During the 2011 Dallas Texas Super Bowl, sex
trafficking also increased due to the geographic location and high demand. In all the cases
that saw an increase in sex trafficking, demand was the largest factor for the increase. This
indicates that major sporting events do bring in large amounts of people who seek illicit sex.
It also supports the theory that traffickers do bring victims to events in order to take
advantage of the large amount of visitors. The 2004 Olympic Games also had very little
preventative measures in place to investigate and prevent sex trafficking from occurring
during the games. Greek authorities reported that sex trafficking increased by 95% during
2004, as a result of the large number of victims trafficked in during the game.
The 2010 World Cup also had issues with cultural norms, where there is a belief that
sex with young women can cure HIV and AIDs. During the 2011 Dallas Texas Super Bowl
the geographic location was also an issue. Dallas, Texas is a prime sex trafficking area due to
its location next to the southern U.S. border, its massive size, and easy access due to
Interstate 10.
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The 2006 Berlin World Cup, did not experience an increase in sex trafficking due to
preventative measures and the legalization of prostitution. In preparation for the 2006 World
Cup, Germany developed legislation, preventative and prosecutorial techniques to avoid
issues with sex trafficking. German officials increased legislation and transparency of the sex
industry, allowing for more police oversight. The German Government also offered
counseling for victims and launched four major information campaigns to inform the public
of signs of sex trafficking. Police also worked closely with local NGOs before and during the
games to prevent sex trafficking.
Another reason sex trafficking did not increase during the 2006 World Cup was due
to the fact that prostitution is legal in Germany which allows traffickers to obtain work visas
for victims. Traffickers can easily hide victims in plain sight, working as prostitutes. During
2006 the German Government did see an increase in the number of sex workers and
prostitutes as a result of the World Cup. However, there was no reported increase in sex
trafficking during the 2006 World Cup.
This portion of the study indicates that there is a connection between sex trafficking
and major sporting events. The second portion of the study was conducted to show the
connection between the 2016 Super Bowl and sex trafficking.
Hypothesis 2: Sex trafficking will increase in Santa Clara, CA, during the 2016 Super
Bowl.
The study found that sex trafficking did increase in Santa Clara, CA, during the 2016
Super Bowl. There was a significant spike in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage two
days prior to the Super Bowl as well as on the day of the Super Bowl. Several ads placed
during the week of the Super Bowl as well on Super Bowl Sunday, specifically advertised
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specials for the Super Bowl and to “men from out of town.” Sex trafficking also remained
high after the event instead of declining immediately after.
Hypothesis 6: The scope of sex trafficking in Santa Clara is low during non-major
sporting event.
In order to gather a baseline of activity during non-major sporting events, data was
collected for two weeks when no major sporting event was happening in the area. The dates
chosen were November 1st to November 14th. During the first week of collection the total
number of escort ads posted to Backpage was 369 and the total number of suspected sex
trafficking ads was 151. The second week of collection found that the total number of escort
ads placed on Backpage decreased by one however the number of sex trafficking ads
increased to 209.
Sex trafficking during non-major sporting events in Santa Clara was low compared to
the weeks leading up to and following the Super Bowl. Sex trafficking ads during non-major
sporting events remained under 250 ads per week. Individual days saw low numbers of ads as
well. The days with the highest number of sex trafficking activity were November 14th with
64 ads, November 10th with 60, November 7th with 43 and November 4th with 31. The lowest
number of sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage during the two weeks was on November
8th with 10.
Hypothesis 3: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will increase
two weeks before the 2016 Super Bowl.
During the two weeks leading up to the Super Bowl, only one week saw an increase
in activity. The week, January 24th to January 30th, sex trafficking ads still remained low. The
total number of sex trafficking ads was 171 with the highest number of ads on January 26th
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with 56. The second highest number of sex trafficking ads that week came on January 24th
with 29. However, the following week, January 31st to February 6th saw an increase of 298
ads posted to the site. The largest spike during the week came on February 5th and 6th two
days before the Super Bowl. Ads during the week were between the 20s and 40s however
February 5th activity spiked to 71 total ads posted and February 6th with 96 ads. Several ads
placed during this time period also specifically mentioned the event and advertised to “men
from out of town.” The total number of escort ads placed on the site increased from 389 the
previous week to 867 the week before the Super Bowl.
Hypothesis 4: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will increase
during the week of the 2016 Super Bowl.
There was a significant increase in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage the week
of the Super Bowl. The total number of sex trafficking ads placed on the site was 441. Many
ads specifically referenced Super Bowl specials. These ads also referenced “men from out of
town.” The highest number of sex trafficking ads occurred on February 7th, the Super Bowl,
with 87. This was a small decrease from the day before the Super Bowl, but still higher than
ads posted during non-major sporting event weeks. The second highest number of sex
trafficking ads was on February 11th with 80. It’s interesting to note that ads did decrease
during February 12th and February 13th. Both days saw less than 40 ads posted on Backpage.
Hypothesis 5: Sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage in Santa Clara, CA, will decrease
after the 2016 Super Bowl is over.
Sex trafficking during the two weeks after the Super Bowl remained high. Despite the
researcher’s previous hypothesis, sex trafficking in the area even increased during the final
week of collection, February 21st to February 27th and the total number of sex trafficking ads
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remained the same during the week directly after the Super Bowl, February 14th to February
20th. The week of February 14th to February 20th, saw the same level of activity as the week
of the Super Bowl. The total number of ads remained the same, 441. However, the total
number of escort ads increased from the previous week. During the week of the Super Bowl,
February 7th to February 13th, the total number of escort ads was 925, meaning that around
48% of ads placed on Backpage were sex trafficking ads. However, during the following
week, even though the number of sex trafficking ads remained the same, escort ads increased
to 1148. This equates to a 10% increase in escort activity in the area after the Super Bowl.
The highest number of sex trafficking ads placed during the week was February 17th with 98.
The second highest was February 16th with 80.
During the following week, February 21st to February 27th, sex trafficking ads
increased to 541 ads. The highest number of sex trafficking ads placed during the week was
on February 27th at 108, which is also the highest number of sex trafficking ads recorded for
the entire study. The second highest number of ads placed during the week was on February
23rd with 87.
It is also interesting to note that on February 14th, the total number of ads posted was
28, the lowest of the two weeks. It is believed this is because the 14th is Valentine’s Day and
many traffickers draw young women in with promises of romance and fake relationships,
meaning many victims would not work this day.
Implications for Practice
This study highlights important insights into sex trafficking and major sporting
events. The results of the study indicate a significant positive correlation between major
sporting events and an increase in localized sex trafficking. The analysis of the collected data
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also demonstrates a linkage between the temporary high demand for prostitution which
compels sex traffickers to stay in the region for several weeks after a major sporting event.
Indeed, both the 2016 Super Bowl and the 2004 Athens Greece Olympics saw an increase in
activity after the event. The study also indicates that these events produce a high demand for
illicit sexual behavior.
Recommendations for Further Research
One recommendation for future research is on new potential sex trafficking indicators
for online escort ads. This study shows that more and more traffickers are using online
websites like Backpage to make a profit. Though there are still traditional forms of sex
trafficking that utilize brothels and street corners, traffickers have continued to flood online
media sites. This means that traditional sex trafficking indictors used by police or officials
will not help identify victims. Continued research into online sex trafficking indicators is
required to assist law enforcement in preventing sex trafficking crimes. Further research
should also include new software that allows law enforcement to track trafficking over the
dark web.
Conclusions
This study shows a strong correlation between human trafficking and major sporting
events. It also shows a strong correlation between increases in sex trafficking ads appearing
in areas around the sporting event before, during and after the event. There was a 192%
increase in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage from the first week of collection from
November 1st to November 7th, to the week of the Super Bowl from February 7th to February
13th. There was a 258% increase in sex trafficking ads placed on Backpage from the first
week of collection to the last week of collection from February 21st to February 27th. The
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study also shows a strong correlation to the theory that these types of events draw in large
amounts of traffickers and victims because there is a high demand for illicit sex. The study
found several other factors including lack of preventative measures, legalization of
prostitution, cultural norms and geographic location which also play a role in sex trafficking
in conjunction with major sporting events.
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