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FASHION MERCHANDISING
 
A serious interest in the fashion industry could lead you to an exhilarating 
career as a buyer, a visual merchandiser, a distributer, or a public relations 
specialist for one of the nation’s biggest brands. Business-oriented curriculum 
prepares majors with an in-depth look into the fashion industry, exploring 
topics about product line development, textiles, styling, and brand marketing. 
It’s our mission to prepare students for professional fashion careers or graduate 
education by providing teaching excellence that advances creativity, global 
awareness and current business practices. 

APPLIED EXPERIENCE 

The cornerstone of a Mercyhurst education is our emphasis on hands-on 
experience and applied learning beyond the classroom. It is our goal to 
graduate professionals who are knowledgeable fashion aficionados. To gain 
hands-on experience, our students:

• Complete an industry-specific internship
• Conceptualize a full product line from start to finish
• Develop a professional-level resume and portfolio
• Adopt the role of stylist to work with real clients
• Practice interviewing techniques and public speaking
• Explore fashion capitals of the world
• Learn simple garment construction
• Conduct market and consumer trend research
• Develop a brand campaign and business plan

find your fit.
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For many fashion merchandising students, the deciding factor in applying to 
Mercyhurst is the opportunity to enroll in our 3+1 program where they get to 
spend a year earning a second degree in one of two of the world’s fashion capitals.

Students can choose to spend their senior year at the Fashion 
Institute of Technology in New York City, earning a Bachelor of 
Science from Mercyhurst University and an associate degree 
from the Fashion Institute of Technology.  

After their senior year abroad, students will graduate with a 
Bachelor of Science from Mercyhurst and a bachelor’s degree 
in fashion and luxury retail management from the American 
Business School of Paris. 

Some of our graduates are currently working at the following companies:

After starting my first job, I realized that many coworkers didn’t have fashion backgrounds. 
Mercyhurst’s breadth of fashion courses gives you a wealth of knowledge from textiles to 
garment construction to the product development process. The opportunity to attend F.I.T 
is also amazing. Having F.I.T. on your resume gets you through the door for internship/job 
interviews, while having the foundational understanding of terminology and of various 
processes from Mercyhurst makes you stand out in a competitive field.

The Fashion Merchandising program provided classes that prepared me for whatever 
career path I chose — whether it was in buying, sourcing, marketing, public relations, 
or styling. My well-rounded education prepared me to work with our design team 
and sourcing partners at The Children’s Place. I also analyze sales data to make 
decisions on current pricing and product planning.

I chose fashion merchandising because it provided me the unique and exciting 
opportunity to attend the Fashion Institute of Technology in New York City. With 
intimate class settings, my professors knew me by name and invested heavily in my 
growth and development. I had several job options immediately upon graduation 
thanks to this intense program and the strong career preparation.

• American Eagle
• Calvin Klein
• Dolce & Gabbana
• Express
• H&M
• Hunter
• Keds
• Levi Strauss and Co.
• Macy’s

• New York & Co.
• Nine West
• QVC
• Rue 21
• Tahari ASL
• Target
• Warby Parker

Brittany Scully `14
Assistant Buyer
American Eagle Outfitters 
New York City, New York

Alexis Spoden `15
Global Merchandising Assistant for toddler boy apparel
The Children’s Place
Secaucus, New Jersey

Angelica Prestigomo `10
Visual Merchandising
Justice Home Office
Columbus, Ohio

from our grads andstraight learn earn
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Lindsey Groginski `12
Public Relations Manager
Dress for Success Worldwide
New York, NY

30+ students travel with 
faculty each year to a 

fashion capital of the world

3+1 programs • 2 degrees • 4 years


