CYBER
SECURITY

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Specially designed for working professionals who have no IT
background, Mercyhurst University’s four-course (12-credit)
graduate certificate in Cyber Security prepares students to analyze
cyber threats to computer systems, networks and networked
devices, and protect those systems from cyber attacks.

A key feature of the certificate program is its close alignment
with professional licenses, namely, CompTIA’s Security+ and
ISC2’s System Security Certified Practitioner (SSCP). Successful
completion of the program should allow grads to earn these
coveted designations.

The program’s four courses are offered exclusively online. Students
will enroll in one eight-week course at a time—you’ll never need
to manage multiple courses at a time—completing four courses
and earning the certificate in approximately eight months. The
program’s flexible structure and pacing work with your professional
and personal responsibilities, making it convenient to earn your
graduate certificate.

After completing the Cyber Security graduate certificate, students
have the option of continuing on to earn a Master of Science
in Cyber Security from Mercyhurst. Students opting to earn the
master’s must complete an additional eight courses (24 credits),
which are also offered online.

Graduates of the Master of Science in Cyber Security
program will be able to:

Analyze cyber threats and vulnerabilities of computer systems

Analyze cyber security threats to computer networks

Assess cyber risks faced by networked organizations and
develop appropriate mitigation strategies

814-824-3351 • grad@mercyhurst.edu
mercyhurst.edu/cyber-security-certificate
Apply for free at apply.mercyhurst.edu

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS

Information about fees, financial facts, veteran’s benefits, student loans and more may be obtained through
the Office of Graduate Admissions.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
• An application form, which can be found online at
apply.mercyhurst.edu.
• An essay of 300-500 words outlining the student’s
personal, professional and educational goals.
• All official transcripts from accredited higher
education institutions. (All documents and
credentials submitted must be translated
into English; Mercyhurst recommends that
international students contact World Education
Services at wes.org, the foremost organization
specializing in transcript and credential
evaluation, to provide such translations.)
• One recommendation from a supervisor or faculty
member.
• A resume or curriculum vitae.
• International students from countries where
English is not a native language must submit
an official score report from the TOEFL or IELTS
examination.
Individuals with any undergraduate degree are
welcome to apply; prior programming experience
or a bachelor’s in a technology-related field are not
required.

ONLINE PROGRAM AVAILABILITY
All four courses in the Cyber Security certificate program are
offered online. Online students have access to the university’s
full range of learning resources, and opportunities to connect
with classmates and instructors contribute to engaging
student experiences. Flexible course pacing allows students
to complete coursework around family or professional
responsibilities, and the curriculum is structured such that
students will never take more than one class at a time.

REQUIRED COURSES

Students in this 12-credit online program take the following four courses:

CIS 500
CIS 563
RMGT 520
CIS 565

Computing & Information Science Concepts
Cryptography & Network Security
Cyber Risk Management
System & Application Security

MASTER’S PROGRAM
CONTINUATION

After earning the Cyber Security certificate, students have the option of
continuing on for the Master of Science in Cyber Security. To complete the
online master’s program, students will take the following eight courses:

CIS 501
CIS 510
CIS 560
CIS 561
CIS 562
CIS 564
CIS 598
CIS 599

Probability and Statistics
Algorithm Development
Cyber Networks
Cyber Security
Digital Forensics
Cyber Law & Policy
Research Methods
Research Project

