
Mercyhurst University Cleaning Update – July 31, 2020 

 

Since most staff and students left campus back in March, our 

professional cleaning staff from Aramark have been hard at work 

preparing for your safe return for fall term. 

They cleaned the entire campus like they do every summer but in 

this pandemic environment they intensified their efforts. They used 

a top-down approach to deep-clean each area, including 

classrooms, offices, restrooms, stairwells, hallways and other 

common areas, and followed up with hospital-grade disinfectant for hard surfaces like desktops, 

tabletops, light switches, and door handles. Cleaning removes the dirt and impurities from surfaces and 

objects, while disinfecting works by killing germs on the surfaces and objects. 

As campus reopens, Aramark’s daily schedule will include full cleaning of all classrooms, locker rooms, 

restrooms, and common areas. Staff will clean and disinfect all sinks, toilets, desks, tabletops, 

doorknobs, light switches and other high-touch areas, as well as mopping and vacuuming floors. They’ll 

also empty, disinfect and reline trash containers, and restock supplies including soap, hand sanitizer, and 

paper towels. 

In addition to the daily cleaning, regular rounds will be made throughout the day during which 

custodians will use a hard surface disinfectant on frequently touched surfaces to kill 99.9% of viruses 

such as COVID-19. 

Hand sanitizer dispensers have been installed in classrooms, hallways, and other common areas and 

entrances, including all housing areas. We encourage everyone to use sanitizer when they enter and exit 

these spaces. Classrooms will also have sanitizing wipes that students can use as an extra precaution to 

wipe down their desks between cleanings.   

We have been working to ensure that adequate amounts of cleaning and disinfecting products are 

available.  A supply of Virex disinfectant and cloths will be placed throughout campus for all university 

employees to use to clean their individual offices on a regular basis.   

Electrostatic sprayers will be used in athletic areas between sessions to disinfect and kill both bacteria 

and viruses in just minutes. These machines will also be available for maintenance to use for larger areas 

that may need to be disinfected in a timely manner. 

All the traditional drinking fountains have been turned off, but you’ll still be able to fill your water 

bottles at the touchless refill stations. 

In some offices that see a lot of traffic, like the Registrar’s Office and Student Financial Services, we’ve 

installed new Plexiglas barriers between employees and visitors. 

If you have questions or concerns, or need help obtaining supplies, please contact the COVID-19 

Communications Team at 814-864-3600 or covid19@mercyhurst.edu. 

 




