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AIM Updates 

Director's Note 

April is a special time of year as we celebrate Autism Appreciation Month. We 
chose to embrace appreciation over acceptance because we don't merely 
accept our students; we genuinely appreciate them and all the fantastic ways 
they enrich our campus, diversity, and culture at Mercyhurst and worldwide. 
We are happy you are here! Join us for the Annual Walk for Autism on April 
27 or outside the Grotto on April 29 for Autism Appreciation giveaways! 
Please continue working hard to utilize your resources and support to finish 
the semester strong. We're here to help; you got this! - Amanda Mulder 

https://www.mercyhurst.edu/student-services/autism-initiative
https://files.constantcontact.com/21e4a3c1801/6db3ca99-1d4a-4a52-a329-49ab671c2f4b.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.mercyhurst.edu/eclipse
https://autismsocietynwpa.app.neoncrm.com/AIMatMercyhurst
https://mercyhurst.presence.io/
mailto:mbailey@mercyhurst.edu
mailto:aim@mercyhurst.edu


Student Spotlight 

FFoorr  tthhiiss  wweeeekk’’ss  ssttuuddeenntt  ssppoottlliigghhtt,,  wwee  aarree  ffeeaattuurriinngg  CCaarraa 

BBoonnaavviittaa,,  aa  uunniiqquuee,,  oonnee--ooff--aa--kkiinndd  ssttuuddeenntt  iinn  oouurr  pprrooggrraamm.. 

CCaarraa  iiss  aann  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  sseenniioorr  ssttuuddeenntt  iinn  AAIIMM  wwiitthh  mmaannyy 

aaccccoommpplliisshhmmeennttss  aanndd  aaccaaddeemmiicc  hhoonnoorrss..  MMoosstt  rreecceennttllyy,,  sshhee 

wwaass  oonnee  ooff  ssiixx  ssttuuddeennttss  sseelleecctteedd  ttoo  aatttteenndd  tthhee  SSiiggnn  TTaauu  DDeellttaa 

HHoonnoorrss  SSoocciieettyy  EEnngglliisshh  HHoonnoorrss  CCoonnvveennttiioonn  iinn  SStt..  LLoouuiiss,, 

MMiissssoouurrii,,  ttoo  rreeaadd  hheerr  iinnccrreeddiibbllee  ppooeemm,,  ““II  AAmm  YYoouurr  SSppaanniieell..”” 

CCaarraa  iiss  aallssoo  pprreessiiddeenntt  ooff  tthhee  SSoocciieettyy  ffoorr  CCrreeaattiivvee  AAnnaacchhrroonniissmm 

MMeeddiieevvaall  aanndd  RReennaaiissssaannccee  CClluubb,,  wwhheerree  sshhee  hhaass  ppllaannnneedd  aanndd 

lleedd  tthhee  ggrroouupp  oonn  mmaannyy  ooffff--ccaammppuuss  aaddvveennttuurreess  ttoo  tthhee 

PPiittttssbbuurrgghh  RReennaaiissssaannccee  CClluubb  aanndd  AAggiinnccoouurrtt,,  OOhhiioo  SSttaattee 

RReennaaiissssaannccee  CCoonnffeerreennccee  tthhiiss  yyeeaarr..  CCaarraa  iiss  aa  rroobbuusstt  aanndd 

rreessiilliieenntt  lleeaaddeerr;;  sshhee  ffoouunndd  aa  ccrreeaattiivvee  wwaayy  ttoo  mmaakkee  aann  ooffff--

ccaammppuuss  ttrriipp  ttoo  MMeeddiieevvaall  TTiimmeess  iinn  TToorroonnttoo  hhaappppeenn  nneexxtt  wweeeekk 

ddeessppiittee  mmaannyy  sscchheedduulliinngg  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess..  CCaarraa  hhaass  bbeeeenn  aacccceepptteedd 

iinnttoo  tthhee  SSppeecciiaall  EEdduuccaattiioonn  mmaasstteerr’’ss  pprrooggrraamm  hheerree  aatt 

MMeerrccyyhhuurrsstt,,  aanndd  wwee  aarree  ddeelliigghhtteedd  tthhaatt  tthhee  ‘‘HHuurrsstt  wwiillll  bbee  hheerr 

hhoommee  ffoorr  aa  ccoouuppllee  mmoorree  yyeeaarrss..  WWaayy  ttoo  ggoo,,  CCaarraa!!  WWee  aarree  ssoo 

pprroouudd  ooff  yyoouu!!  



Important DatesImportant Dates Spring At-A-Glance CalendarSpring At-A-Glance Calendar 

Fall 2024 Registration - if you have not registered 
yet, please see your support coordinator. 
Last Day to Withdraw from Spring Classes: April 19 
Spring Classes End: May 3 
Finals Week: May 6 - 9 
Graduation: May 11 

Vocational Trip to JP 
Morgan Chase in 
Columbus, OH 

Eight students and three staff members 
enjoyed an amazing event at JP Morgan 
Chase last week. The company hosted a 
Student Symposium for Neurodivergent 
college students at their offices in Columbus, 
OH. Participants learned about the company, 

Eclipse Viewing 

https://files.constantcontact.com/21e4a3c1801/7b15911a-f302-4b1e-b3c7-2aa4b76c61d2.pdf?rdr=true


toured the beautiful offices, and gained 
insight into employment opportunities at this 
incredible organization. We think it is the 
start of a strong relationship and we look 
forward to hosting members of their team for 
events both virtually and on campus in the 
future! Great job to all the staff and students 
who participated! 
(AISEV) 

Career Path Update 

GRADUATION PRACTICE 

We are having an optional 
graduation ceremony 
practice on Monday, April 
15. The van will depart 
from the Mercy 200 
Apartments at 3:00 PM. 

Please RSVP to Amanda at 
if you plan to 

come! You will see where graduation will 
occur, and we will practice parts of the 
ceremony. Thank you! 

amulder@mercyhurst.edu 

With the spring semester winding down, 
two healthy relationship sessions remain. 
An array of topics has been covered with 
the sophomores who have attended 

On Monday, April 8, 2024, at 3:16 
p.m. Erie, PA we experienced the 
rare phenomena of being in the 
path of totality of a total solar 
eclipse. AIM students and staff 
enjoyed a fun day on campus with 
eclipse related activities and a 
sensory-friendly viewing spot. 

Full Spectrum Fitness 

Full Spectrum Fitness is a new 
offering this semester. We had a 
few new students stop in to give it 
a try, along with our regulars who 
attend. The student athletes and 
majors that work with us are always 
welcoming and knowledgeable. 

This program is personalized to 
each participant, and is all about 
building core strength just like the 
college athletes here at 
Mercyhurst. The students get to 
know one another, the 
coaches/interns and their own 
bodies as we meet Mondays and 
Wednesdays 11-12:30 in the MIC. 

AIM students are always 
welcome, it is just one more area of 
our lives that we want to keep in 
great shape! 

mailto:amulder@mercyhurst.edu


weekly. Students have immersed 
themselves in the many different 
scenarios we provide each session. These 
scenarios cover topics such as having 
conversations with parents, friends, and 
partners, addressing conflict, etc. We 
recently discussed many real-life scenarios 
addressing roommate conflict and starting 
conversations with professors. Students 
went on an in-depth tour of the Rec 
center before Easter break. This mini field 
trip was provided as we had heard that 
some students would like to utilize what 
the center offers. However, many were 
uncomfortable as they did not know 
anyone or how to use the equipment. Our 
tour guide was very knowledgeable and 
kept the students engaged while also 
showing them how to use each piece of 
equipment in the center and helping ease 
any anxiety and/or nervousness they may 
have felt. He reminded us that we must 
remember that every person who goes to 
the gym had their first day in the gym at 
some point and never to give up and 
keep moving towards our goals. 
  
In the last couple of sessions, we will 
continue to utilize real-life scenarios, 
allowing the students to put themselves in 
the situations and think about how they 
would feel in a certain situation and how 
they would approach it. The scenarios 
presented are real-life and video clips for 
us to depict fantasy versus reality. We will 
be looking ahead to summer and fall as 
well. They will be reminded where to go 
online to see what clubs and 
organizations the university offers and 
start thinking about their hobbies and 
interests. They will be encouraged to 
check the site throughout the summer 
and make notes if there are any clubs or 
organizations they may want to join when 
they return to campus in the fall. We will 
continue our conversations on 
communication and boundaries while 
focusing on co-workers, as some students 
may have summer jobs or are starting to 
think about job opportunities beyond 
college. We will also touch on applying for 
and interviewing for jobs and continuing 
to look at and discuss non-verbal 
communication. 



  
We wish you all a wonderful summer and 
look forward to expanding on the current 
healthy relationships sessions in the fall. 

Executive Director’s Note 

Another incredible AIM trip last week to JP Morgan 
Chase in Columbus – great job to our staff and 
students who represented Mercyhurst so well! We 
are very excited about growing our partnership with 
them in the coming years – stay tuned for more! 

Special thanks to our friends at Parkhurst Dining – 
specifically Jackie and Tori at the Roost – who hosted 
our seniors for an Alcohol Awareness course at the 
Roost. 

We are excited for a few more trips to wrap up the 
semester and then to start planning for the fall. Do 
you have ideas on what employers you might like to 
visit or connect with in a virtual presentation?

or talk with your student support coordinator! 
 

Ryan 
Email 

We have another virtual information session coming 
up at the end of this month – – 
please share with friends and family who might be 
interested in learning more about AIM/CREATE! 

more details here 

Upcoming Campus Activities 

Break the Thai: Thai Beef Salad or 
Vegan Spring Rolls? 

. 

Join Chef Art on Wednesday, April 17, in 
the Grotto's Community Dining Room 
from 4 to 5:30 p.m. for a cooking 
class! Learn to make Thai Beef Salad 
and Vegan Spring Rolls. Supplies will be 
provided Sign up here. 

Join Community Engagement 

Support Women’s Basketball at Chipotle 
Fundraiser 
Dine at Chipotle (6611 Peach Street, Erie, 
PA 16509) on Thursday, April 18, from 5 to 
9 p.m. to support the Women’s Basketball 
team. A portion of sales will benefit the 
Lakers. Contact Molly Glick at 

with any 
questions. 
mglick@mercyhurst.edu 

mailto:rpalm@mercyhurst.edu
https://go.mercyhurst.edu/register/?id=58724073-82b0-42db-b2f5-2bc02c35c60d
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__mx.technolutions.net_ss_c_u001.jxaZRujEt1lhE0WEp4QewP5LMYu3oLQIA-5Fl-5F3rXMbeLdObwfSiCbtMW7i3FcVRtF_458_cXZaqIZYQBys05YwIF10Yw_h8_h001.vOmmtFtIbdrOzLG4wIJVn-5FreDqWpMRI0kN3O9wBWr-2D0%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3Dfg-goo63T71Wz8p_woznCSMF1LHBrOypr57-KqcJrN0%26m%3DeI_1Ni9a-JoL5nA8BlRfQMDx-rOYSZN0s8786hwEXridVA4O6CyeP7hDGKPUKb8L%26s%3DTTbvZ87Jk7XIsO8EJUIjk5LZGOkRxeZlG36KbFbh33s%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cchornyak%40mercyhurst.edu%7C0c4c58581794402aa68d08dc5485b600%7C0a32fa4871644ce7950e494a5217e97d%7C1%7C0%7C638478180498362708%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=InMOJZw2uhqsDFz6%2FA8aDR8A8KyPOHEkrEbvHiv6HtM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:mglick@mercyhurst.edu


Conference on Sustainability 
The Community Engagement department 
is hosting a mini-conference entitled "Our 
Erie Environment: Spaces for 
Everyone" on Saturday, April 20, from 9 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Responding to the 
academic theme of "Earth," the event will 
focus on the social, economic, and 
environmental pillars of sustainability in 
Erie. Open to faculty, staff, students, and 
community partners, this free conference 
is a perfect opportunity to experience the 
intersection of community engagement 
and sustainability in our city. The 
conference features keynote speaker Dr. 
Eric Pallant of Allegheny College, 
breakout sessions with faculty and Erie 
community members, lunch, and a Green 
Tour of campus. Community Engagement 
will also provide transportation to 
attendees wishing to join the National 
Water Dance activities on the Bayfront at 
4 p.m. To register, . 
Contact Bethany Woods 

with 
questions. 
at 

click here

bwoods@mercyhurst.edu 

Celebrate Campus Pride Month 
April is Campus Pride Month and 
Mercyhurst will host several events open 
to the campus community. 

Saturday, April 13, 7 p.m., Drag 
Bingo. Join MAC/SAC in the green gym 
for a fun night of bingo hosted by a local 
drag queen. 

Sunday, April 14, 4 p.m., Visibility Walk 
Poster Making. Join Lesbians of 
Mercyhurst in making posters for the 
LGBTQIA+ Visibility Walk in the 
Multicultural Lounge in the Student Union. 
All supplies are provided. 

Monday, April 15, 7:30 p.m., LGBTQIA+ 
Visibility Walk. Meet at the Student 
Union Great Room to take part in the 
Mercyhurst University LGBTQIA+ 
Visibility Walk to hear about student 
experiences and learn about resources in 
Erie. Open to everyone including faculty 
and staff. 

Wednesday, April 24, 4 p.m., Lavender 
Ceremony. Attend the first-ever Lavender 
Cord Ceremony in honor of graduating 
LGBTQIA+ seniors and allies in the 
Student Union Great Room. There will be 
light refreshments and speeches by Tyler 
Titus and Mercyhurst community 
members. Non-seniors, faculty, and staff 
are welcome. 

Literary Festival Events 

Songs of the Earth, Thursday, April 18, 
7 p.m., Luke's Landing 
Enjoy an evening of songs focused on 
this year’s academic theme: the earth. 
Featuring performances by Mercyhurst 
faculty, students, alumni, and friends, 
along with featured guest Jim Tometsko 
and his band, the event highlights work by 
contemporary and classic artists, 
including Joni Mitchell, Blue Rodeo, 
Carole King, Imagine Dragons, and more. 
This music honors our connection to the 
natural world in all its splendor and fragile 
beauty, reminding us of our shared 
responsibility to care for the earth. 

Lumen Unveiling and Student 
Awards, Thursday, April 25, 7:30 p.m., 
Taylor Little Theatre The Literary 
Festival concludes with the presentation 
of the P. Barry McAndrew awards for 
excellence in student writing and the 
unveiling of Lumen, the student-produced, 
award-winning multimedia magazine of 
the creative arts at Mercyhurst. Students 
are invited to share their works during an 
open mic session. 

Sister Maura Smith Earth Day Lecture 
Series Welcomes Rachael Shenyo 

The Sister Maura Smith Earth Day 
Lecture Series returns on Wednesday, 
April 17, at 7 p.m. in the Walker Recital 
Hall. Rachael Shenyo, will deliver her talk: 
“Climate Cause and Effect: The 
Disproportionate Effects of Climate 
Change Across the World.” A passionate 
environmentalist who sacrificed a 
comfortable life to study climate change 
where the needs are greatest, Rachael 
will discuss her observations of climate 
vulnerability in the rural highlands of 
Guatemala and her work to combat 
carbon emissions. Hosted by the Office 
of Sustainability and the Office for 
Mission, this event is free and open to 
the public. 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__mx.technolutions.net_ss_c_u001.ZgTnKesyMjfimlgCQrC4JTl5ZPl-5FQ8TuZpf1wYyQTIFMHP6i8ChIv2ipSQG9CjOU4N767sdZoyDpkdLO-5FeQYxyQn0Xnu2Act6BDvMO3Eeiv5KdZTdd6n7IFNJw-5FEsSX1amj65Ex09DpxRbkpbbmqcb3fx1KSiQ-5Fsvt-2DJqTThYASNFm5mA4kvucQSodsu8ykJLdOiN4c381Bfazuj6kTvigQOrsfwpGkaEvN08QaJYEycyqcpgtMe53ok2B5luJ-2Dyl9FSABriu9AiOVATfns5IW5J09pUUiPB4HnvvbVvCOoA2EtO4Kx-2D3Cona65-5F90lqsUYev4X8v-2DMOEbfu6hugwGu-5Fp0jzjvfLAJ359C91zs6XocY4l4qNuwJe-2DynyHAHsZaLu7T4EbGBHoVQuiDRPI5dSWLnfOihxKrewNEzGvWag3KMhhKwuWQCE3rsaR4KjphGwhKWki3C-2DqPAgF7obyt0s1fHeoMPPH7vXwdNiDWmxvVcTvLAlIIyN73IPZ8-5Fm3Qzj3t2jsAH12eWUX-2DdrennLGExXY9YEVk7IrKzwHLdalL20injQu556UE0qB7-2Df_458_cXZaqIZYQBys05YwIF10Yw_h9_h001.zFfBizEba1ni1JgCLoJe4MEVPaEVB6uNlCcbKyKW47k%26d%3DDwMFAg%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3Dfg-goo63T71Wz8p_woznCSMF1LHBrOypr57-KqcJrN0%26m%3DeI_1Ni9a-JoL5nA8BlRfQMDx-rOYSZN0s8786hwEXridVA4O6CyeP7hDGKPUKb8L%26s%3D9zWNBOb2nzm39zEzWwX9dV6U2RGhI3_rAV3azMDVDj4%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cchornyak%40mercyhurst.edu%7C0c4c58581794402aa68d08dc5485b600%7C0a32fa4871644ce7950e494a5217e97d%7C1%7C0%7C638478180498370711%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=pRTFsdQH93lCHNUsR4G8vveFhi4ZqzOyoESIDznA65c%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bwoods@mercyhurst.edu


Monday, April 29, 5 p.m., Dedication 
Ceremony. Join us in the Multicultural 
Lounge to dedicate an LGBTQIA+ 
bookcase in honor of the late Dr. Heidi 
Hosey-McGurk. 

23rd Annual Walk for Autism 

Join us for the 23rd Annual Walk for Autism! This empowering 
two-mile walk aims to raise awareness about Autism while funding 
crucial programming and activities for individuals with Autism in 
our community. All proceeds, a full 100%, remain here in our local 
area. 

CLICK TO 
JOIN 

https://autismsocietynwpa.app.neoncrm.com/AIMatMercyhurst
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	Director's Note
	Student Spotlight
	For this week’s student spotlight, we are featuring Cara Bonavita, a unique, one-of-a-kind student in our program. Cara is an incredible senior student in AIM with many accomplishments and academic honors. Most recently, she was one of six students selected to attend the Sign Tau Delta Honors Society English Honors Convention in St. Louis, Missouri, to read her incredible poem, “I Am Your Spaniel.” Cara is also president of the Society for Creative Anachronism Medieval and Renaissance Club, where she has planned and led the group on many off-campus adventures to the Pittsburgh Renaissance Club and Agincourt, Ohio State Renaissance Conference this year. Cara is a robust and resilient leader; she found a creative way to make an off-campus trip to Medieval Times in Toronto happen next week despite many scheduling difficulties. Cara has been accepted into the Special Education master’s program here at Mercyhurst, and we are delighted that the ‘Hurst will be her home for a couple more years. Way to go, Cara! We are so proud of you!



