Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act
Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
INTRODUCTION
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act or, CARES Act, was passed by Congress and
signed by the President on March 27th, 2020. This bill allotted $2.2 trillion to provide fast and direct
economic aid to the American people negatively affected by the COVID-19 pandemic. Of those funds,
approximately $14 billion was allocated to the Office of Postsecondary Education as the Higher
Education Emergency Relief Fund, or HEERF, to provide funding to institutions of higher education “to
prevent, prepare for, and respond to coronavirus.”

REPORTING
Mercyhurst University is required to provide regular reporting to the U.S. Department of Education
(ED) regarding the use of funds authorized by the CARES Act for funds received by Mercyhurst. The
information below is intended to not only meet the reporting requirements of the CARES Act, but
provide additional information to our university community regarding Mercyhurst’s use of the student
grant portion of the Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund (HEERF).
Section 18004(e) of the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (“CARES Act” or the “Act”)),
Pub. L. No. 116-136, 134 Stat. 281 (March 27, 2020), directs institutions receiving funds under Section
18004 of the Act to submit (in a time and manner required by the Secretary) a report to the Secretary
describing the use of funds distributed from the HEERF. Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act requires
institutions to use no less than 50 percent of the funds received from Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES
Act to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students for expenses related to the disruption of
campus operations due to coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a student’s cost of
attendance such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and childcare). On April 9,
2020, the ED published documents related to the Emergency Financial Aid Grants, including
a letter from Secretary Betsy DeVos and a Certification and Agreement form for signing and returning
by institutions to access the funds.
The Certification and Agreement directs each institution applying for HEERF funds to comply with
Section 18004(e) of the CARES Act and submit an initial report (the “30-day Fund Report”) to the
Secretary thirty (30) days from the date of the institution’s Certification and Agreement to ED. Each
HEERF participating institution must post the information listed below on the institution’s primary
website. The following information must appear in a format and location that is easily accessible to the
public 30 days after the date when the institution received its allocation under 18004(a)(1) and
updated every 45 days thereafter:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Acknowledgment of Funding and Certification
Total Award
Funds Distributed to Date
Student Eligibility
Total Student Awards Made
Methods Used to Determine Which Students Receive Aid and How Much
Instructions or Directions Given to the Students
Reports Submitted to U.S. Department of Education
Final Reports for CARES Act A1 Funds

ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF FUNDING AND CERTIFICATION
Mercyhurst University acknowledges that the institution’s authorized representative signed and
returned to the Department of Education (Department) the Recipient’s Funding Certification and
Agreement to Students under the CARES Act. Mercyhurst gives its assurance that the institution has
used, or intends to use, no less than 50 percent of the funds received under Section 18004(a)(1) of the
CARES Act to provide Emergency Financial Aid Grants to students

TOTAL AWARD
Mercyhurst has received a total of $3,142,547 under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act. The US
Department of Education issued Award No. P425E2020-1 for a total amount of $1,571,274 which has
been or will be provided directly to students affected by campus disruptions due to coronavirus.
Award Information:
Number:
P425E2020-1
Title:
CARES Act: Higher Education Emergency Relief Fund
Mercyhurst University Student Relief Portion:
Budget Period:
03/13/2020-03/13/2021
Award Amount:
$1,571,274
CFDA:
84.425 Education Stabilization Fund

FUNDS DISTRIBUTED TO DATE
The total amount of funds that Mercyhurst University has received from the Department pursuant to
Mercyhurst's Certification and Agreement [for] Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students is
$1,571,274. The total amount of Emergency Financial Aid Grants distributed to students under Section
18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act from the date of submission, March 13, 2020, through the close of
business on May 31, 2020, was $1,548,969. 2,543 students relieved some form of relief.

STUDENT ELIGIBILITY
The estimated total number of Mercyhurst students eligible to participate in programs under Section
484 in Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965, and thus eligible to receive Emergency Financial Aid
Grants to students under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act is 2,543. To be eligible for CARES Act
relief funds, students must have had a valid FAFSA on file on or before March 27, 2020 (the date the
legislation was enacted), must meet Title IV eligibility requirements, and must have been registered for
coursework at Mercyhurst as of March 27, 2020.

TOTAL STUDENT AWARDS MADE
The total number of Mercyhurst students who have received an Emergency Financial Aid Grant to
students under Section 18004(a)(1) of the CARES Act from May 31, 2020, through the close of business
on September 30, 2020 is 8 for a total subsequent award of $4,000.

METHODS USED TO DETERMINE WHICH STUDENTS RECEIVE AID AND HOW MUCH
Student were notified of their award a letter.

The University has signed and returned the Certification and Agreement form necessary to
access the funds, and intends to use 100% of these funds to provide emergency financial aid
grants to students, within one year of the application date or March 13, 2020. Funds may only
be provided for student expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to the
coronavirus. Funds cannot be granted on need alone or due to financial loss because of COVID19.
The University awarded the emergency relief as follows: a) $1,548,969or 99% of overall
allocation in direct grants to students from the initial application process, concluded by May
31, 2020, b) approximately $4,000 or 0% of the overall allocation in direct grants to students
on an ongoing process for appeals since May 31, 2020. All grant payments were made directly
to students and were not applied toward any outstanding balance on their student account.
These distributions generally represent grants for eligible students who were displaced from
campus housing, likely had disruption to their planned expenses, and/or needed to purchase
adequate supplies to continue their education, which were previously provided by the
University. The students’ Expected Family Contribution (EFC) was also considered when
determining eligibility and award amount in order to assist those with the greatest need.
The Application for Emergency Assistance could be completed by any Mercyhurst University
student. Students who did not qualify for CARES or did not receive the full request amount,
were considered for funds from Mercyhurst University Emergency Relief Fund.
Given the significant disruption in spring 2020, it is expected that students may need
emergency funding in summer session and into the fall semester. Awards from the Mercyhurst
University Emergency Relief Fund will continue to be made as funding permits.

INSTRUCTIONS OR DIRECTIONS GIVEN TO THE STUDENTS
In accordance with the Secretary of Education’s instructions for institutions to issue aid to students as
soon as possible under the student aid portion of the CARES Act, Mercyhurst's posted notice of the
CARES Act, along with the Application Form, on the Mercyhurst website and also mailed this
information to students on May 18, 2020.

THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION
WASHINGTON, DC 20202

April9,2020

Dear College and University Presidents:
These are unprecedented and challenging times for your students and for you. I know you find
yourselves grappling with issues you never imagined, and I want to assure you we are here to
support you in your missions and to quickly provide the resources and flexibilities you need to
continue educating your students. That's why we're focused on implementing the Coronavirus
Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act quickly and faithfully.
I gave my team a charge as soon as the CARES Act was signed into law: get support to those
most in need as quickly as possible. That starts with college students whose lives have been
disrupted, many of whom are facing financial challenges and struggling to make ends meet.
As you know, the CARES Act provides several different methods for distributing roughly $14
billion in funds to institutions ofhigher education. The most significant portion ofthat funding
allocation provides that $12.56 billion will be distributed to institutions using a formula based on
student enrollment. Ofthe amount allocated to each institution under this formula, at least 50
percent must be reserved to provide students with emergency financial aid grants to help cover
expenses related to the disruption ofcampus operations due to coronavirus. We are prioritizing
this funding stream in order to get money in the hands ofstudents in need as quickly as possible.
The CARES Act provides institutions with significant discretion on how to award this
emergency assistance to students. This means that each institution may develop its own system
and process for determining how to allocate these funds, which may include distributing the
funds to all students or only to students who demonstrate significant need. The only statutory
requirement is that the funds be used to cover expenses related to the disruption ofcampus
operations due to coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a student's cost ofattendance,
such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child care). With that said, I
would like to encourage the leadership ofeach institution to prioritize your students with the
greatest need, but at the same time consider establishing a maximum funding threshold for each
student to ensure that these funds are distributed as widely as possible. As a point ofreference,
you might consider using the maximum Federal Pell grant (for the 2019-2020 academic year,
$6,195) as that threshold. In addition, if you determine that your institution's students do not
have significant financial need at this time, I would ask that you consider giving your allocation
to those institutions within your state or region that might have significant need.
In order to access these funds, all institutions must sign and return the Certificate ofFunding and
Agreement via: grants.gov (https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/applicants/registration.html),
acknowledging the terms and conditions ofthe funding. After the Department has received the
www.ed.gov

certificate, institutions may draw down their emergency assistance funds using the Department's
G5 system.
The Department is also working expeditiously to allocate the remaining funding that is reserved
for institutional use, and we will provide details on how institutions may apply for this
institutional funding, as well as for other emergency funding, in the coming days. Thank you for
your continued work on behalf of America's students.
Sincerely,

���

Recipi1ent's Funding Certification and Agreement
Emergency Financial Aid Grants to Students under the Coronavirus Aid, :Relief, and
Economic Security (CARES) Act
Section 18004(a)(l) of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020), authorizes
the Secretary of Education ("Secretary") to allocate fonnula grant funds in the amount of
$ 1,571 .724.00
("Recipient").
to Mercyhurst University
Section 18004(c) ofthe CARES Act requires Recipient to use no less than fifty percent of the
funds received to provide emergency financial aid grants to students for expense�s related to the
dismption of campus operatio:ns due to coronavirus (including eligible expenses under a student's
cost of attendance such as food, housing, course material.s, technology, health care, and child care).
This Certification and Agreement solely concerns the E:mergency financial aid grants to students
und<!r Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act.
To address the pressing financial need of students due to the disruption ofcampus operations
from coronavirus, and pursuant to the authority duly delegated to the Secretary under the CARES Act
and associated with the coronatvirus emergency, as stated in Proclamation 9994 of March 13, 2020,
"Declaring a National Emergency Concerning the Novel Coronavirus Disease (COVID-19)
Outbreak," Federal Register Vol. 85, No. 53 at 15337--38, the Secretary and Recipient agree as
follows:
1.s
The Secretary will provide Recipient fifty (50} percent of its formula grant funds (the
"advanced funds") for the sole and exclusive purpose of providing emergency finandal aid grants to
students for their expenses related to the disruption of campus operations due to comnavirus, such as
food, housing, course materials, techno] ogy, health care, and child-care expenses.
2.s
Recipient agree:� to promptly make available emergency financial aidl grants from thes
advanced funds directly to students for their expenses reliated to the disruption of campus operations
due to coronavirus, such as food, housing, course materials, technology, health earn, and child-care
expe:mses. Recipient shall not use the advanced funds to reimburse itself for any costs or expenses,
including but not limited to any costs associated with significant changes to the delivery ofinstruction
due to the coronavirus and/or any refunds or other benefits that Recipient previously issued to
stud,ents.
3.s
Recipient retains discretion to detennine the amount of each individual emergencys
financial aid grant consistent with all applicable laws including non-discrimination laws. Recipient
acknowledges that the Secretary recommends the maximum Federal Pell Grant for the applicable
awrurd year as an appropriate maximum amount for a student's emergency financial a.id grant in most
cases, and the Recipient should! be mindful of each student's particular socioeconomiic circumstances
in the staging and administra1fon of these grants. The Secretary strongly encourages Recipient's
financial aid administrator to exercise the use of professional judgment available und�er Sectipn 479A
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA), 20 U.S.C § 1087tt, to make adjustments on a case-by
case basis to exclude individual emergency financial aid grants from the calculation of a student's
expE:cted family contribution. The Secretary does not consider these individual emergency financial
aid grants to constitute Federal financial aid under Title rv of the REA.
1

4.o
In consideration for the advanced fonds and as c:onditions for their receipt, Recipiento
warrants, acknowl edg;es, and agrees that:
(a)oThe advanced fulllds shall not be used for any purpiOSe other than the dlirect payment of
grants to students for their expenses related to the d.isrupti on of campus operations due to comnavirus,
such a:s food, housing, course materials, tc�hnolog y, health care,, and child-care;
(b) Reciipient bolds those funds in trust for students and acts iti the nature of a fiduciary wi1th
respect thereto;

(c)oReciipient shall promptly comply with Section 18004(e) of the CARES Act and (i) reporto
to the Secretary thirty (30) days from the: date of this Certifica1tion and Agreement and eveiry forty
five (45) days thereafiter in accordance wi th 2 CFR 200.333 thmugh 2 CFR 200.337', or in such othier
additional form as the: Secreltary may spec:ify, how grants: were distributed to students, the amount of
ea.ch grant awarded to each s1tudent, how the amount of eai�h grantt was calculated, and any instructions
or directions given to students about the grants; and (ii) dixument that Recipi,ent has continut::d to p�LY
all of itts employees and co111tractors during the pe:riod of any djsruptions or closures to the greatest
extent practicable, explaining in detail all :specific actions and de:eisiom. related thereto, in connpliance
with Section 18006 of the CARES Act;
(d)oRecipient shall comply with all requirements in Attachment A to this Certification ando
Agreement;
(e) Reciipient shall promptly and to the greatest extent practicable dis:tribute all the advance:d
funds in the form of emerg,ency financiaJ aid gramts to students by one year from the dab� of this
Certification and Agreemernt, and document its efforts to do so as ]Part of the re�port spedfied iin
subsec:tion (c) above;
(f)oRecipient shall coopera1te with any excitmination of record�. with respect to the advancedo
funds lby makirng records andl authorized individuals available when requested[, whether by (i) the U.S.
Depar1tment of Educa1tion an d/or itH Inspector General� 01r (ii) any otheir federal agency, commission,
or department in the lawful i�xercise ofits( jurisdic1tion and authority; and
(g) failure to comply with this Certification and Agreement, its term:s and conditions, and/Qro
all relevant provisions and requirernents of the CARES Act or a.ny other applicable law may result iin
Recipient's liability under the False Claims Act:, 31 U .S.C. § 3729, et seq.� Olvffi Guiddines 1to
Agenc:ies on Govemmentwide Debannent and Suspension (NonprocUlfement) in 2 CFR pant 180, as
adopt�:d and amended as re:gulatic,ns of the Department in 2 CFR piart 3485; 18 USC § 1001, as
appropriate; and all of the laws and regulaltions reforenced in Attachment A, which is incorpo►rated by
.,.-1�� V"'�
reference hereto.
RECil>IENT or Authorized Representative of Recipient

���-

OPEil) Numb(:r

00329700

DATE

Iv.larch 13, 2020

2

Reciipient':s Fun�ling Cerititication and Agreement
for the Instiitutional Portion of' the Higher Educaticim Emt�rgency Relid Fund
Formula Grants Authorized !by Section 180 04(a)(I) of tile Cort[>navirus Aid!, Relief, and
Ec!onomic Securiity (CARES) Act
1

Section:s 18004(a)(l} and 18004(c) of the CARES Act, Pub. L. No. 116-136 (March 27, 2020),
authorizes the Secretary of Education ("SE�retary") to alk,cate a maximum in:stitutional portion of d1e
fonnulla grant funds in the amoun1t of$
IIS :711 'Z. ::,.t{ �?.!!.
(iup to 50
percent of the amount authorized under Section 18004(a)(l) of the CARES Act) to
eRecipienf").
��- (/µ�r
Section 18004J(c) of the CARES Act allows Redpient to use up to .SO pen�ent of the funds
receiv◄ed to cover any costs associated with significant changes to the: delivt:ry of instruction due to
the coironavirus so long as such costs do not include payment to contractors for the provisio1n ofpr,e
enrollment recruitment activities, including marketing and advertiBing; e:ndowments; or capital
outlays associated with facilities related to athletics, sectarian instruction, or religious worship
(collectively n�ferred. to as "Recipienfs Institutional Costs,
Se:ction 18004(c) also requines
Recipient to us:e no lc�ss th8.Jn fifty percent of the funds received to prnvide «�mergE!mcy finaincial aid
grants to students for expenses rebLted to the disruption of campus opt,ration:s due to the corionavims
(including eligible e,cpense.s under a student's cost of attendance such as food, housing;, cour:se
materials, technology., health care, and chilld care). This Certification a,nd Agreement solely concems
Recipient's Institutional Cm.ts, as definedl above.
11

).

To address Re:cipienf s Institutional Costs, and pursuant to the :Secretary's authority under tl1e
CARES Act and assoc:;iated with thie coronavirus emergency, as :stated in Proclamation 9994 ofMarnh
13, 2020, "Declaring a National Emergem�y Conce,rning the Novel Coronavirus Dist�se (COVID-1'9)
Outbn�ak,'' Federal Register Vol. 85, No. 53 at 15337-38 (hi�reinafter "Proclamation of Nation al
Emergency,,), the Secretary and Rc�cipient agree a:s follows:
1.n
The Secretary will provide Recip,ient funds for Reciipienf s Instirutional Costs asn
authorized under Sections l :8004(a.)( 1) and 18004(c) of the CARES Act.
2.n
As a condition for receiving funds for Recipient's Institutional Costs, Recipient muistn
have trritered into the Funding Certification and Agreement for Emergency .Financ:ial Aid Grants to
Students under the CARES Act. Recipilent may, but is not required to, use funds designated for
Recipilent's Institutional Costs to provide� additional emergency financial aid grants to students £or
expenses relate:d to the dismption of campus operations due to coronavirus. IfRec:ipient chooses to
use funds designated. for Recipient's Institutional Costs to provide such e:mergency financial aid
grants to stude:nts, then the funds are sulbject to the req_uirem«:mts in the Funding Certification and
Agreement for the Emergency Financial .Aid Grants to Students under the CARES Act, entiered into
betweien Recipient and the SecretaJry.
3.n
The S•ecreta�y urge:s Recipient to devote the maximum amount of funds po,ssible ton
emergency financial aid girants to students, induding some or all of the funds earmarked for
Recipient's Im:titutio1nal Costs, especially if Recipient has sign:ificant endowrrnent or other resources

at its disposal. The Secretary urges Recipient to take strong measures to ensure that emergency
financial aid grants to students are made to the maximum extent possible.
4.e
In consideratioDt for the funds and as conditions for their receipt, Rec:ipient warrants,e
acknowledges, and agrees that:
(a)eThe funds shall be used solely for the purposes authorized in Section 18004(c) of thee
CARES Act. In accordance with Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act, Recipient shall not use funds
for payment to contractors for the provision of pre-enrolJlment recruitment activities, which include
marketing and advertising; endowments; or capital outlays associated with facilities related to
athlt�tics, sectarian instruction, or religious worship.
(b)eRecipient retains discretion in determining how to allocate and use the, funds providede
hereunder, provided that funds will be spent only on thos:e costs for which Recipien,t has a reasoned
basis for concluding such costs have a clear nexus to significant changes to the delive�ry ofinstruction
due to the coronavirus. It is p,�rmissible for Recipient to use the funds for Recipie1nt's Institutional
Costs to reimburse itself for c;osts related to refunds made to students for housing, food, or other
servkes that Recipient could no longer provide, or for hardware, software, or internet connectivity
that Recipient may have purchased on behalf of students or provided to students.
(c)eConsistent with Section 18006 of the CARES Act, Recipient agrees that to the greateste
extent practicable, Recipient vlill pay all of its employeEis and contractors during the period of any
dismptions or closures related to the coronavirus. The DEipartment would not considler the following
Recipient's Institutional Costs to be related to significant changes to the delivery of instruction due
to the coronavirus, and therefore would not view them as allowable expendi1ures: senior administrator
and/or executive salaries, be11efits. bonuses, contracts, incentives; stock buybacks, shareholder
dividends� capital distributions, and stock options; and any other cash or other benefit for a senior
administrator or executive.
(d)eRecipient's Institutional Costs must have been first incurred on or after March 13, 2020,e
the date of the Proclamation ofNational Emergency.
(e)e Recipient will comply with all reporting requirements including those in Sectione
1501 l(b)(2) ofDivision B oftlhe CARES Act and submit required quarterly reports to the Secretary,
at such time and in such manner and containing such information as the Secretary may reasonably
require (See also 2 CFR 200.327..200.329). The Secretalry may require additional reporting in the
future, including but not limited to reporting on the use of 1the funds for Recipient's Institutional Costs,
demonstrating such use was in accordance with Section 18004(c), accounting for the amount of
reimbursements to the Recipient for costs related to refunds made to students for housing, food, or
othe:r services that Recipient could no longer provide, and describing any internal controls Recipient
has in place to ensure that funds were used for allowable purposes and in accordance with cash
management principles.
(t)eRecipient shall comply with all requirements in Attachment A to this Certification ande
Agr,eement.

2

(g) Reciipient s,hall prnmptly and to► the greatest extent praicticablle use the funds for Re<:)i pient' s
Institutional Costs by one yt�ar from the date of this Cencification and Agreement, and document its
efforts to do so as part of the: reports specitfied in subsection (e) above.
(h)oRecipient :shall c,ooperate with any exallllination of irecords with respec1t to the tbnds foro
Recipient's In:stitutional Costs by making reco,rds allld authorized individuals available wh�m
requested, whether by (i) the U.S. Department of Education and/or its. Inspec�or G�meral; or (ii) aruy
other federal agency:, commission, or department in the la'Arful exercise of its jurisdiction and
authority.
(i)oRecipient':s failure to -comply with this Ce:rtiflcation and AgireemeDtt, its tenns ando
conditions, and/or all :relevant provisions and requirements ofth•e CARES Act or any other ap,plicable
law m.ay result in Recipient's liability under the False Claims Act, 31 U.S.C. § 3729, et seq.; 0MB
Guidellines to AgenciE�s on Govemrnentwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocu1rement) i:n 2 CFR
part 180, as adopted and amended as regulations iofthe Department in1 2 CF'R part 3485; 18 USC §
1001, as appmpriate; and an of the laws and re:gulations referenced in Attachn5t A, which is
incorporated by refernnce he:reto.
)(v,�d U-�fPCf
RECIPIENT or Authorized Representative of Recipient

OPEii> Numbe:r
DATE

3
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Attachment A to R1�cipient's CARES Funding Certification and Agreement
Recipient assures and certifies the fol/awing:
4D

Recipient will comply with all applicable assurances in O:MB Standard Forms 424B and D
(Assurances for Non-Construction and Constnmtion Programs), including the assurances
relating to the legal authority to apply for assistance; access to records; conflict of interest;
nondiscrimination; Hatch Act provisions; labor standards; Sing)e Audit Act:; and the general
agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders and iregu1ations.

4111

With respect to the certification regarding lobbyin.g in Department Form 80-0013, no Federal
appropriated funds hav e been paid or will be paid to any person for influencing or attempting
to influence an officer or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, an officer or
employee of Congress, or an employee of a Mfmber of Congress in comnection with the
making or renewal of Federal grants under this program; Recipient will complete and submit
Standard Forrn-LLL, "Disclosure Form to Report Lobbying," when required (34 C.F.R. Part
82, Appendix B); and Recipient will require the full certification, as set forth :in 34 C.F .R. Part
82, Appendix A, in the award documents for all subawards at all tiers.
1

••d Recipient will comply with the provisions of all applicable acts, regulations. and assurances;
the following provisions of Education Department General Administrative Regulations
(EDGAR) 34 CFR parts 75, 77, 79, 81, 82, 84, 86, 97, 98, and 99; the ON.IB Guidelines to
Agencies on Govemmcmtwide Debarment and Suspension (Nonprocuremernt) in 2 CFR partd
180, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2 CFR part 3485; and the
Uniform Administrative Requirements, Cost Principles, and Audit Requirements for Federal
Awards in 2 CFR part 200, as adopted and amended as regulations of the Department in 2d
CFR part 3474.d
Paperwork Burden Statement
According to the Papeiwork RE,duction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection
of ilrlformation unless such collection displays a valid 0MB control number. The valid 0MB
control number for this infomnation collection is 1840-0842. The time required to complete this
information collection is estimated to be 2,853 total burden hours. If you havE, any comments
concerning the accuracy oftllE� time estimate or suggestions for improving this form, please write to:
Hilary Malawer, 400 Marylandl Avenue, SW. Washington, D.C. 20202.

4

0MB Control Number 1840-0849 Expires 4/30/2021

Quarterly Budget and Expenditure Reporting under CARES Act Sections 18004(a)(1) Institutional Portion, 18004(a)(2), and
18004(a)(3), if applicable
Institution Name: ___ Mercyhurst University________ Date of Report: _10/30/2020__ Covering Period: _3/13/2020 to 9/30/2020___
Total Amount of Funds Awarded: Section (a)(l) Institutional Portion: _$1,552,969__ Section (a)(2): _$1,552,969_ Section (a)(3): _$0_ Final Report?
category

Amount
Amount in
(a)(2) dollars,
in (a)(l)
institutional dollars if applicable

$1,552,969

Providing additional emergency financial aid grants to students. 1
Providing reimbursements for tuition, housing, room and board, or
other fee refunds.
Providing tuition discounts.

$1,552,969

Amount in
(a)(3) dollars,
if applicable

D

Explanatory Notes

Covering the cost of providing additional technology hardware to
students, such as laptops or tablets, or covering the added cost of
technology fees.
Providing or subsidizing the costs of high-speed internet to students
or faculty to transition to an online environment.
Subsidizing off-campus housing costs due to dormitory closures or
decisions to limit housing to one student per room; subsidizing
housing costs to reduce housing density; paying for hotels or other
off-campus housing for students who need to be isolated; paying
travel expenses for students who need to leave campus early due to
coronavirus infections or campus interruptions.
Subsidizing food service to reduce density in eating facilities, to
provide pre-packaged meals, or to add hours to food service
operations to accommodate social distancing.
Costs related to operating additional class sections to enable social
distancing, such as those for hiring more instructors and increasing
campus hours of operations.

1
To support any element of the cost of attendance (as defined under Section 472 of the Higher Education Act of 1965, as amended (HEA)) per Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act
and the Interim Final Rule published in the Federal Register on June 17, 2020 (85 FR 36494). Community Colleges in California, all public institutions in Washington State, and all
institutions in Massachusetts have different requirements due to recent U.S. District Court actions. Please discuss with legal counsel. HEERF litigation updates can be found here.

Version 1.31
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0MB Control Number 1840-0849 Expires 4/30/2021

category

Campus safety and operations.2

Amount in
Amount
(a)(2) dollars,
in (a)(l)
institutional dollars if applicable

Amount in
(a)(3) dollars,
if applicable

Explanatory Notes

Purchasing, leasing, or renting additional instructional equipment
and supplies {such as laboratory equipment or computers) to reduce
the number of students sharing equipment or supplies during a
single class period and to provide time for disinfection between
uses.
Replacing lost revenue due to reduced enrollment.
Replacing lost revenue from non-tuition sources {i.e., cancelled
ancillary events; disruption of food service, dorms, childcare or other
facilities; cancellation of use of campus venues by other
organizations, lost parking revenue, etc.).3
Purchasing faculty and staff training in online instruction; or paying
additional funds to staff who are providing training in addition to
their regular job responsibilities.
Purchasing, leasing, or renting additional equipment or software to
enable distance learning, or upgrading campus wi-fi access or
extending open networks to parking lots or public spaces, etc.
Other Uses of (a)(l) Institutional Portion funds.4

Including costs or expenses related to the disinfecting and cleaning of dorms and other campus facilities, purchases of personal protective equipment (PPE), purchases of
cleaning supplies, adding personnel to increase the frequency of cleaning, the reconfiguration of facilities to promote social distancing, etc.
3
Including continuance of pay (salary and benefits) to workers who would otherwise support the work or activities of ancillary enterprises (e.g., bookstore workers, foodservice
workers, venue staff, etc.).
4
Please post additional documentation as appropriate and briefly explain in the "Explanatory Notes" section. Please note that costs for Section 18004(a)(l) Institutional Portion
funds may only be used "to cover any costs associated with significant changes to the delivery of instruction due to the coronavirus, so long as such costs do not include
payment to contractors for the provision of pre-enrollment recruitment activities; endowments; or capital outlays associated with facilities related to athletics, sectarian
instruction, or religious worship."
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category

1-------------------------5
Other Uses of (a)(2) or (a)(3) funds, if applicable.

Amount
Amount in
in (a}(l}
(a}(2} dollars,
institutional dollars if applicable

Explanatory Notes

$1,552,969

Expenditures for each Program - 3/13/2020 to 9/30/2020
Total of Expenditures - 3/13/2020 to 9/30/2020

Amount in
(a}(3} dollars,
if applicable

$1,552,969

$1,552,969

Form Instructions
Completing the Form: On each form, fill out the institution of higher education (IHE or institution) name, the date of the report, the appropriate quarter the

report covers (September 30, December 31, March 31, June 30), the total amount of funds awarded by the Department (including reserve funds if awarded), and

check the box if the report is a "final report." In the chart, an institution must specify the amount of expended CARES Act funds for each funding category:

Sections 18004(a)(1) Institutional Portion, 18004(a)(2), and 18004(a)(3), if applicable. Section 18004(a)(2) funds includes CFDAs 84.425J (Historically Black

Colleges and Universities (HBCUs)), 84.425K (Tribally Controlled Colleges and Universities (TCCUs)), 84.425L (Minority Serving Institutions (MSls)), 84.425M

{Strengthening Institutions Program {SIP)); Section 18004{a)(3) funds are for CFDA 84.425N (Fund for the Improvement of Postsecondary Education (FIPSE)
Formula Grant). Each category is deliberately broad and may not capture specific grant program requirements. Explanatory footnotes help clarify certain

reporting categories. While some items in the chart are blocked out, please note that the blocking of such items is consistent with Department guidance and

FAQs and is not definitive. Provide brief explanatory notes for how funds were expended, including the title and brief description of each project or activity in

which funds were expended. Do not include personally identifiable information (PII). Calculate the amount of t he Section 18004(a}(1) Institutional Portion

(referred to as "(a)(1) institutional" in the chart), Section 18004(a)(2) (referred to as "(a)(2)" in the chart), and Section 18004(a)(3) (referred to as "(a)(3)" in the
chart) funds in the "Quarterly Expenditures for each Program" row, and the grand total of all three in the ''Total of Quarterly Expenditures" row. Round

expenditures to the nearest dollar.

Posting the Form: This form must be conspicuously posted on the institution's primary website on the same page the reports of the IHE's activities as to the

emergency financial aid grants to students made with funds from the IHE's allocation under Section 18004(a)(l) of the CARES Act (Student Aid Portion) are

posted. It may be posted in an HTML webpage format or as a link to a PDF. A new separate form must be posted covering each quarterly reporting period

(September 30, December 31, March 31, June 30), concluding after either (1) posting the quarterly report ending September 30, 2022 or (2) when an institution

has expended and liquidated all (a)(1) Institutional Portion, (a}{2), and (a)(3) funds and checks the "final report" box. IHEs must post this quarterly report form no

later than 10 days after the end of each calendar quarter (October 10, January 10, April 10, July 10) apart from the first report, which is due October 30, 2020.
For the first report using this form, institutions must provide their cumulative expenditures from the date of their first HEERF award through September 30,

Please post additional documentation as appropriate and briefly explain in the "Explanatory Notes" section. Please note that costs for Sections 18004(a)(2) and (a)(3) funds
may only be used "to defray expenses, including lost revenue, reimbursement for expenses already incurred, technology costs associated with a transition to distance education,
faculty and staff trainings, payroll incurred by institutions of higher education and for grants to students for any component of the student's cost of attendance (as defined
under section 472 of the HEA), including food, housing, course materials, technology, health care, and child care."
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2020. Each quarterly report must be separately maintained on an IHE's website or in a PDF document linked directly from the IHE's CARES Act reporting

webpage. Reports must be maintained for at least three years after the submission of the final report per 2 CFR § 200.333. Any changes or updates after initial
posting must be conspicuously noted after initial posting and the date of the change must be noted in the "Date of Report'1 line.

Paperwork Burden Statement
According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995 (PRA), no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless such collection displays a valid
0MB control number. The valid 0MB control number for this information collection is 1840-0849. Public reporting burden for this collection of information is

estimated to average 2 hours per response, including time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data

needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Under the PRA, participants are required to respond to this collection to obtain or retain
benefit. If you have any comments concerning the accuracy of the time estimate or suggestions for improving this individual collection, or if you have comments
or concerns regarding the status of your individual form, application, or survey, please contact: Jack Cox, U.S. Department of Education, 400 Maryland Avenue,

SW, Washington, DC 20202.
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