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All compositions will be announced from the stage.

The use of recording devices is strictly prohibited.  
Please turn off all electronic devices. Thank you.



Biography  

George Burton

Award-winning pianist, composer and 
bandleader George Burton has been 
called a lot of things— “formidable” 
(NPR), “charismatic” (The New York 
Times), “revolutionary” (Nextbop), 
“soulful” (Philadelphia Inquirer); his 
music “multidimensional” (Phila. Inq.), 
“sublime” (NPR). 

What has become abundantly clear 
over the years is that, while Burton 
has established himself as a visionary 
azz scene, attempting to categorize 

Burton’s artistry is not only limiting, but becomes increasingly impossible the more you 
hear. With a slew of film festival honors and a NAACP Image Awards nomination for 
his sophomore project, Reciprocity, in 2021, George Burton has secured notoriety as 
a standout amongst his peers who consistently turns heads across the jazz spectrum 
and beyond.

For more than a decade, George Burton has been on the radar of everyone who 
keeps up with innovations in jazz. His dazzling virtuosity and breathtakingly eclectic 
approach to music reflect his experience in every aspect of the jazz spectrum: 
beginning with rigorous classical training, branching into his equally rigorous 
experience in the heady nightlife of the Philadelphia jazz scene, and earning him a 
place on the world stage with some of the most significant practitioners of bop, post-
bop and beyond—from James Carter to Meshell Ndegeocello to the Sun Ra Arkestra—
and has landed him on some of the most prestigious of stages with his own groups as 
a leader, including the Newport Jazz Festival in 2017.

Burton's own work is in a category by itself: he brings not only stunning technique, but 
music that is complex, uniting all the dimensions of his experience, filtered through 
the sensibility of a Romantic composer. His compositions are incomparably beautiful—
make that scary-beautiful—and powerful—as in mesmerizingly powerful—and 
haunting—as in "where has this been all my life" haunting.

There is a dynamic quality to hearing Burton play in that just when you think you've 
spotted an influence or are ready to compare him to one of the greats, he takes a 
turn, blending modern and classical in a way that is both playful and transcendent. 
The vitality in Burton’s music is apparent in his effortless switch in tempo, each note 

and prolific force both on record and in the live j



carefully thought out, lingering, distinct, and alive. He finds balance where others 
would waver, bringing the fullest expression of himself to the music he creates.

Burton shines on his highly anticipated debut album, The Truth Of What I Am > 
(read: "is greater than") The Narcissist, its title both a remark on today’s “me” driven 
culture and a nod to Charles Mingus who once said, “In my music, I’m trying to play the 
truth of what I am. The reason it’s difficult is because I’m changing all the time.” It is a 
statement highlighting the power of art to transcend the self. 

Released in 2016 to much critical acclaim, The Truth Of What I Am... earned Burton 
a spot on the NPR Music Jazz Critics' Poll (a “Top Debut” that year), and was featured on 
multiple year-end “best of” lists. The album pushes the boundaries of genre and reveals 
what many reviewers have noted—Burton's ability to bring out the best in his band. 
Fully embodying the title, Burton takes listeners on a musical journey through various 
emotions, at once carefree, playful, despondent and volatile, a spirit trying to make 
sense of itself. Like all great art, the album shines a light on what we all are: layered, 
complex and ever-changing.

Everyone knows that there's no tougher act to follow than oneself.  But with his 
groundbreaking, self-produced sophomore project, Reciprocity, George Burton more 
than proves his talent — creating a modernist landscape that draws on the trajectory 
of jazz going back to the blues — and establishes him as an oracular presence in a new 
generation of musicians. 

Released in early 2020 along with the award-winning music video for its single, 
“Finding,” Reciprocity is a concept album woven together with threads of musical 
and worldly wisdom bestowed on the listener by Marshall Allen, the then-94-year-old 
leader of the Sun Ra Arkestra, with whom Burton spent two months on tour in Europe 
in 2018. Along with the soundbites of interviews Burton captured while on the road, 
the record is loaded with colorful, mind-altering soundscapes, unforgettable songs and 
solos and vibe, which collectively elevate the listener to the otherworldly realms Allen 
invokes. It was recognized as a Critics’ Pick by The New York Times and NPR Music; the 
stunningly creative animated music video (directed by Sigmund Washington) went on 
to win multiple film festival awards and honors; and in 2021, the album was nominated 
for Outstanding Jazz Instrumental Album by the NAACP Image Awards.



Program Notes
Pianist George Burton is a multifaceted artist and composer revered for his intricate harmonic 
and rhythmic weavings that highlight the melody and take his original compositions and 
arrangements of standards through the musical filters of Stride, B-Bop, Modern Hip-Hop, and 
Modern Jazz.

Burton's music is in a category by itself, he brings stunning technique and harmonic originality 
from all the dimensions of his years playing with industry icons where he seamlessly merges 
these vast musical experiences into this own distinguishable style and sound. Notably Burton 
writes from the perspective of single note lines that blend traditional jazz with modern 
influences where harmonies are used to build and release tension in the most captivating sonic 
listening as heard in “Song 6” and “Second Opinion,” featured off of his critically acclaimed debut 
album “The Truth of What I am > (is greater than) The Narcissist.”

His live performance style is hailed for his ability to take classic standards that live through the 
history of jazz from the Tin Pan Alley days to songs from the early Broadway era such as “Autumn 
Leaves,” “September in the Rain,” “I’m Old Fashioned,” and “Think of One” where the listener will 
hear Burton’s unique stylings from the familiar and traditional to modern day jazz.

Not unlike Burton to branch outside of the traditional jazz idiom, the listener will recognize 
beloved pop melodies from The Beatle’s “Blackbird,” referencing pop culture from its early years 
through the musical gamut to “Vaka” by the Icelandic Post-Rock group Sigur Rós, a featured 
track on his most recent award-winning album “Reciprocity.”

Burton’s show will feature an intimate live performance of his original pieces and will include 
the song “Finding,” which received the prestigious nomination from The NAACP Image Awards 
for “Outstanding Jazz Instrumental Album” and was featured in the New York Times playlist 
and NPR, earning 7 film festival nominations and 3 wins for Best Music Video. The night will be 
complete with other surprising elements of jazz transcendence through Burton’s unmistakable 
musical vibe thus creating one cohesive and enthralling listening experience of his original 
material and stylistic arrangement of traditional standards and modern music. 

“Pianist George Burton is nonetheless a different beast in concert than he is on record. This critic 
has rarely, in 11 years and hundreds of concerts, seen a musician who fed off the energy of the 
room as voraciously as Burton.”  — THE WASHINGTON POST



Welcome to the 32nd season of 
the Roche Guest Artists Series!

THE ROCHE
GUEST ARTISTS SERIES
After a year’s absence, we are thrilled to resume the Roche Guest 
Artists Series, now in its 32nd season!

Since its founding in 1988, the Roche Guest Artists Series has 
introduced local audiences to a unique mix of acclaimed traditional soloists and chamber 
ensembles, along with specialized performers and lecturers in areas of contemporary music, 
jazz, Renaissance, Baroque, world music, and music therapy. From international artists to young, 
emerging ensembles, the hallmark of the Series has always been the residency component in 
which each artist or ensemble augments their recital performance with an in-depth workshop 
relating to their area of specialization. I hope you will join me in meeting the artists and 
journeying into their interpretive world as they share some of the secrets of their art through 
master classes and presentations. 

The Series once again offers these great presentations FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC, thanks 
to the GENEROUS SUPPORT OF THE TERRY AND MARGARET M. ROCHE FAMILY.

Please join us tomorrow, Tuesday, October 12, at 12:45-1:45 p.m. in the Walker Recital Hall for 
a public jazz masterclass given by George Burton. He will work with our own department 
students during this time.

Our next concert in the Series will feature 2018 Indianapolis Violin Competition winner  
Richard Lin on Monday, February 7, 2022 at 8 p.m. here in the Walker Recital Hall. For now, 
please enjoy tonight’s concert featuring George Burton, jazz pianist. 

With best wishes,

Dr. Nathan Hess
Mary A. Spadafor Endowed Chair of Music
Director, Roche Guest Artists Series

The Roche Guest Artists Series is supported in part by a generous endowment from the  
Terry and Margaret M. Roche family. If you would like to add your support to this Series please 
contact Anthony Fulgenzio, Associate Vice President for Advancement, at 814-824-3320 or
afulgenzio@mercyhurst.edu. 

A special THANK YOU to all of those who have assisted in making the ROCHE GUEST ARTISTS SERIES, and 
tonight’s concert, possible:

Dr. Christina Riley-Brown
Leena Clint
Kristian Biega

Dr. Albert Glinsky
Andrew Ferguson 
Patrick Magill

Dr. Jeffrey Roessner
Colleen Shah
John Prior

Kyndra Zacherl
Lauren Esper



The D’Angelo Department of Music presents

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fall 2021

OCTOBER
MERCYHURST CIVIC ORCHESTRA*
Directed by Jonathan R. Moser
Sunday, Oct. 24, 4:30 p.m.
Mary D’Angelo Performing Arts Center
This is a ticketed event. No livestream.  
See prices below.

NOVEMBER
JAZZ ENSEMBLE*
Directed by Dr. Scott Meier
Saturday, Nov. 13, 7 p.m.
Taylor Little Theatre
This is a ticketed event. No livestream.  
See prices below.

FACULTY RECITAL SERIES
Sarah Schouten, French horn
Amber Shay Nicholson, guest pianist
Wednesday, Nov. 17, 8 p.m.
Walker Recital Hall
This event is livestreamed and free and 
open to the public. 

DECEMBER
SMALL ENSEMBLES CONCERT
Wednesday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.
Walker Recital Hall
This event is livestreamed and free and 
open to the public. 

A MERCYHURST CHRISTMAS GALA
Featuring the Wind Ensemble, Concert 
Choir, and Civic Orchestra
Sunday, Dec. 5, 3 p.m.
St. Luke’s Church, 421 E. 38th St.
Donations accepted. No livestream.

*General admission $8; Mercyhurst students, faculty, and 12 & under $5

For a full list of department performances, visit our  
Concerts and Events page at www.mercyhurst.edu/music.






