Dear Student,
This notice is to alert you of a significant change in university policy.
As incidents of measles continue to increase nationally, Mercyhurst University is taking proactive measures to ensure our
community can respond swiftly and effectively in the event it reaches our campuses.
The measles is highly contagious and dangerous. According to the CDC, about one in four people who contract the measles will
require hospitalization. A single case of measles on our campuses would have a highly disruptive effect on our educational
mission and could put vulnerable members of our campus community at risk. Vaccinations provide critical protection for your
health and help protect the larger Mercyhurst community.
Therefore, Mercyhurst is requiring proof of immunization against measles for all degree-seeking students taking
courses on university campuses. If you have not previously provided adequate documentation of the measles-mumpsrubella vaccine (MMR), you are required to submit that documentation. Students who live on campus must also provide
documentation of the meningitis meningococcal conjugate vaccine (ACWY).
We will contact you individually throughout the summer if we are missing documentation of required vaccinations. If you do
receive a notification to provide the required immunization documentation, please do so immediately.
If an outbreak of one of these diseases occurs on our campuses, students without proof of immunization on file with the
university will be required to leave campus. Exposed students may be quarantined at the direction of the Department of
Health. No financial refund will be issued. Furthermore, we are unable to guarantee the ability to make up missed coursework
for students who failed to submit adequate documentation.
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter and for helping ensure the safety of our community.
Carpe Diem,

Laura Zirkle, Ph.D.
Vice President for Student Life

Judy Smith, Ph.D.
Executive Director of Wellness

Enclosures:
Frequently asked questions
Permission to release vaccination records (for you to give your health care provider)

