
APPLIED 
INTELLIGENCE

Intelligence analysts are in high demand; the U.S. Bureau of 
Labor Statistics projects these jobs will grow by as much as 
27 percent by 2020. Whether you are looking to enhance 
skills needed to move ahead in your company or in your 
field, to give your resume an added edge, or simply to 
determine if intelligence analysis is the field for you, the 
graduate certificate program provides students with a variety 

of analytical skills and exposure to the latest technologies 
in intelligence theory, communication and research. The 
skills and methods taught are applicable to many different 
professions. Students who successfully complete the certificate 
have earned a respected body of knowledge to add to their 
resume and job performance. This is a four-course, 12-credit 
program taught fully online.

LEARNING  
OUTCOMES

The goals of the graduate certificate 
in Applied Intelligence are to:

Introduce students to current 
intelligence theories and applications

Improve students’ competence in 
writing and briefing 

Build students’ skills in applying 
various analytic techniques

RIDGE COLLEGE OF INTELLIGENCE STUDIES AND APPLIED SCIENCES 

ONLINE GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

apply.
Free application online at 
apply.mercyhurst.edu

contact.
814-824-2297
grad@mercyhurst.edu 
mercyhurst.edu/graduate

visit.
ridgecollege.org

Gainful Employment
In compliance with the “gainful employment” regulations under Title IV of the Higher Education Act, as amended, Mercyhurst is disclosing certain cost and career information to prospective 
students. You can view this information on the Mercyhurst website at:  gep.mercyhurst.edu.



ADMISSION REQUIREMENTS 
The graduate certificate in Applied Intelligence is open only to individuals who have completed their undergraduate 
degree. It is not necessary for that degree to be in an intelligence-related discipline. Each cohort will begin with a maximum 
of 20 students. The 12 graduate credits awarded through the certificate may be used to partially satisfy the degree 
requirements for the Master of Science degree in Applied Intelligence.

APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS
Requirements may also be found online at mercyhurst.edu/graduate or at ridgecollege.org.

• An application form, which can be found online at apply.mercyhurst.edu.
• A resume or curriculum vitae.
• Immediately request that official transcripts from prior graduate and undergraduate studies be sent to the attention 

of Kristen Pepe at the address below or by secure and official email transmission to kpepe@mercyhurst.edu. (All 
documents and credentials submitted must be translated into English; Mercyhurst recommends that international 
students contact World Education Services at wes.org, the foremost organization specializing in transcript and 
credential evaluation, to provide such translations.)

• International students from countries where English is not a native language must submit an official score report from 
the TOEFL or IELTS examination. 

COURSE SEQUENCE AND DESCRIPTIONS
The courses are sequential and build on one other. Students must complete the courses listed below in the following 
sequence:

INTL 510 Intelligence Theories and Applications 
A survey course that introduces the student to the discipline of intelligence and provides the student with an 
understanding of how intelligence systems function, how they fit within the policymaking systems of free societies, and 
how they are managed and controlled. The course will integrate intelligence theory with the methodology and processes 
that evolved over time to assist the intelligence professional. The course will develop in the student a range of advanced 
research and thinking skills fundamental to the intelligence analysis process. 

INTL 580 Intelligence Communications 
The skill most appreciated by the intelligence consumer is the ability to communicate, briefly and effectively, the results 
of detailed analytic work. This course, through repetitive application of a focused set of skills to a body of information of 
constantly increasing complexity, is designed to prepare intelligence analysts to deliver a variety of written intelligence 
products.

INTL 520 Advanced Analytical Techniques 
This course is designed to provide an opportunity for students to explore techniques emerging from the intelligence 
community and physical and social sciences and apply those techniques to intelligence problems. Focusing on a variety of 
techniques from a variety of disciplines, this course will expose an advanced student to new and potentially useful methods 
for conducting intelligence analysis.

GRADUATE ADMISSIONS
Information about fees and financial facts, as well as student loans may be obtained through the  
Office of Graduate Admissions.

STUDENT ELECTIVE SELECTION (3 CREDITS)
For this course, students will select from several electives offered by the Ridge College. Possible electives include:

INTL 595  Geospatial Intelligence
INTL 560  Cyber Threat Analysis
INTL 620  Nonproliferation Analysis
INTL 626  Financial Intelligence Analysis

INTL 633  Studies in Terrorism
INTL 638  Social Network Analysis
INTL 646  Counterintelligence Policy & Practice

ADDRESS:  
Mercyhurst University
Office of Graduate Admissions
501 E. 38th St.
Erie, PA 16546


