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Introduction 
The Autism Initiative at Mercyhurst (AIM) is designed for 
students who, while exhibiting superior intellectual abilities, 
face challenges in executive functioning and social interactions. 
AIM provides special programming and services for students 
diagnosed with High-Functioning Autism. Established in 2008 
as an extension of Mercyhurst’s Learning Differences Program, 
AIM has continuously grown and evolved to become a leader in 
higher education programming focused on the unique needs of 
students on the autism spectrum.  

It is estimated that 1 in every 100 college applicants is diagnosed 
with an Autism Spectrum Disorder. The professional guidance 
and skills of the AIM staff combined with valuable student input 
have shaped the AIM program, allowing students on the autism 
spectrum to succeed both academically and socially.  

The AIM program is widely recognized on the national and 
global level, and has been featured in media outlets including 
the Chronicle of Higher Education, Autism Asperger Digest, C-Span, 
NBC’s Today.com, Forbes magazine, and many regional and 
national newspapers. 



The distinctions of our innovative program model and talented 
staff include;

• In 2012, AIM’s director was invited to testify on behalf of 
autism before the U.S House of Representative Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

• AIM has been featured as a model program at numerous 
national conferences and was ranked third in the nation 
among “Impressive Special College Programs for Students 
with Autism.”

• In 2014 AIM’s program director was a contributing 
author of the published guide, “Emerging Practices for 
Supporting Students on the Autism Spectrum in Higher 
Education.” 

The AIM program continues to grow and evolve, expanding 
both the student base and the professional staff who serve 
them in their higher education journey. 



Program Highlights
The AIM Program supports students in all areas of the college experience, including campus life as well as class work. Students are evaluated in key 
domains that are essential to higher education and vocational success. These A.I.S.E domains explore functioning in Academic, Independent, Social and 
Emotional areas. Students enrolling in AIM pay an annual fee that covers services in academic, social and counseling support as needed.

Academic Support              
• Individualized course planning based on strengths and learning 

styles
• Weekly meetings with program academic counselors to monitor 

academic progress and executive functioning
• Access to peer and graduate-level tutors, note takers, testing 

and other accommodations provided by AIM and the Learning 
Differences office

• Testing accommodations
• Collaboration with faculty to address special learning needs
• Priority registration to ensure that class schedules fit personal 

schedules

Counseling Support
• On-site social skills group
• Referral to Mercyhurst Counseling Center as needed
• Facilitation of working relationships with Erie area psychiatrists and 
 Autism specialists

Social Support
• Priority for specialized housing arrangement
• Individualized Social Skills Training Modules
• Peer Mentoring Program
• Optional meal gatherings to encourage socialization in dining hall
• Group events and outings on- and off-campus
• Development of student-centered individualized behavior plans
• Collaboration with faculty/staff to address specific behavioral needs

Vocational Support
•  AIM Career Path Program offers vocational resources that include: 

Vocational Skill Development, A Career Path Experience, Job 
Shadowing and assistance in obtaining internships and vocational 
opportunities.

•  Access to computer and other resources through the Career 
Development Center.

•  Access to community and national resources that specialize in 
employment services for individuals on the Autism Spectrum.



How to Apply
To apply to AIM, students must:

• Complete the standard Mercyhurst University 
application, available online at apply.mercyhurst.edu

• Complete an additional application to the AIM 

Program, available at mercyhurst.edu/aim

• Submit recent psychological assessment 

• Submit AIM Recommendation Form 

• Complete KaleidAScope Assessment Survey

• Submit high school transcript



Beyond the Bounds of the 
Mercyhurst Main Campus
Through affiliation with the AIM program students have to opportunity to partake in a 
variety of experiential adventures that serve to broaden their awareness of both the outer 
world and their inner self. Two highlighted opportunities are; 

Conquer the Canyon  Raise the Roof for Autism
conquerthecanyon.com   raisetheroofforautism.com

Mercyhurst University’s Inaugural 
Conference for Autism in Higher Education
November 1-3, 2016 at the Erie Bayfront Convention Center

Featuring Dr.Temple Grandin and Dr. Stephen Shore

For more information and to register go to – mercyhurst.edu/autism-conference



Mercyhurst’s Old Main bathed 
in blue light to mark World 
Autism Awareness Day

The CREATE Summer Program:
College Readiness Experience for
Autism Training Excellence
Mercyhurst University offers a three-week summer 
experience to help potential students determine whether 
they are ready for the demands of college life. 

The CREATE program was designed for students with High 
Functioning Autism who have the academic ability to 
succeed in college, yet face significant limitations in their 
social and organizational skills. To enroll in CREATE, students 
must have at least competed their junior year of high school. 

Through this well-rounded experiential program, students 
gain exposure and experience in every facet of college life, 
including the following:

• Residential life in a Mercyhurst residence hall
• Dining in the college campus dining hall
• Interacting both socially and academically with 

fellow students in a variety of settings
• Enrollment and participation in a three-credit 

college course taught by a Mercyhurst faculty 
member who has experience working with and 
advocating for students on the autism spectrum

• Participation in our specialized College 101 series 

expressly designed for the needs of students 
on the autism spectrum. This series provides 
exposure to the different components of a college 
campus such as residence life, registrar, financial 
aid, health center, etc.

• Participation in our Mini Lecture Series presented 
by a panel of Mercyhurst faculty on a broad 
range of topics designed to intrigue a variety of 
interests. This series provides exposure to different 
lecture styles and fields of academic study. 

The CREATE program experience provides the opportunities 
for students to learn valuable study skills, develop/enhance 
social interactions, and hone independent living skills while 
adjusting to the rigor of college-level academics. 

After successful completion of the CREATE program students 
may choose to apply to Mercyhurst University and its AIM 
program, or they may transfer the earned college credits to 
another college. The cost of the CREATE program includes:

• Room and board for three weeks
• An extensive social skills curriculum
• A three-credit college course
• Varied social outings in the Erie community

Please submit applications by March 1st 
to the AIM Office in 304 Egan Hall

mercyhurst.edu/CREATE
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